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EGYPT 


BROAD STUDY SURVEYS LANDLORDS' GRIEVANCES 
Struggle Between Landlords, Tenants 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 8 Nov 85 pp 12-17 


[Article by Raja' ‘Abdallah, Rabi' Abu al-Khayr, Muhammad al-Shadhili, Ghali 
Muhammad and Sayyid Zaki] 


[Text] In its upcoming session, the People's Assembly will observe the draft 
of a law presented by the Ministry of Agriculture in the name of the Nation- 
al Party government to realize justice for 16 million landlords and tenants 
who are the two sides to the struggle regarding this issue. The draft law is 
to contain a review of land tax value and a discussion on raising per-feddan 
rents over their current level. It will also address itself to the problem 
of the bequest of contracts to the heirs of tenants after the death of the 
latter. The problem is great in magnitude when we realize that 40 percent of 
Egypt's area is farmed by tenants in various ways. Now that 30 years have 
elapsed during which the economic and social conditions of the landowners 
and tenants have changed, it has been necessary to seek a solution to alle- 
viate the intensity of the struggle and tension which have increased in re- 
cent years between landlords and tenants in order to maintain the stability 
of social peace in the society and guarantee that the productivity of the 
land will not deteriorate. 





AL-—MUSAWWAR went down into the villages of some governorates in Upper and 
Lower Egypt and the canal to conduct an investigation on the actual ground 
and record the real testimony of the parties to the struggle. The landlords’ 
view is that it is necessary to raise reiis now that the prices of crops 
have risen and the revenues they receive from them are paltry. The tenants 
acknowledge that the landlords are unjustly treated and request that the 
rents be raised gradually, so that attention may be given to their own cir- 
cumstances. Agricultural experts said that permanent contracts between land- 
lords and tenants do not provide adequate flexibility for the attainment of 
the government's goals and that there is no dipute over the landlord's right 
to obtain an attractive yield, but they are opposed to the expulsion of 
tenants from their land. Researchers consider that current rental policy 
embodies a severe injustice to landlords and leads to a deterioration in the 
productivity of the land. The opposition parties unanimously agreed that it 














was necessary to realize justice and issue a law regulating the relationship 
between the two parties once that is thoroughly studied. 


The land reform laws issued in 1952 and 1961 managed to change the map of 
agricultural ownership in Egypt, realizing social justice for millions of 
peasants and people working on the land and bringing the inverted pyramid 
back to its proper condition. Prior to the issuance of the law, the land was 
in the hands of a small number of landowners, with no more than 2,000 repre- 


senting 1 percent of the owners and owning more than 1 million feddans of 
land! 


Once ownership was restricted to 100 feddans per person, the number of own- 
ers came to 3 million, possessing 3.7 million feddans. 


If to that one adds the number of owners of land reclaimed in the period 
1952-80, which came to 1,181,000 feddans, we will find that small farmers 
owning agricultural land now number more than 4 million. 


Thirty-three years of time have passed, bringing many social changes in con- 
ditions in the Egyptian countryside with them. Concomitantly, the screams of 
landowners demandirig justice and equity have started to grow loud. 


The years have brought on a process of migration from rural areas to towns, 
as children have moved to schools and universities and those who have gra- 
duated have proceeded to live in Cairo and the capitals of the regions. 
Fathers owning land have died, the inheritance has been distributed among 
children, and they have found it necessary to rent the land out to tenants, 
who farm it for a material amount determined by contract between them or by 
the law which sets the per-feddan rent at seven times tax. 


The years have also brought with them the forefathers’ weakness in persever- 
ing in the face of time and the migration of manpower abroad in search of a 
livelihood, so that the forefathers also turned to the trap of renting and 
landowners became remote from the land, living out their days in anticipa- 
tion of what the tenants would pay them. 


Then the years also brought further change. Prices have risen increasingly 
with the passage of time, the requirements of living and life have increased 
and burned the landlords with their flame, along with the others who have 
been burned, and they have come to require an additional income, but the 
land has not been provident to people who live far away from it. 


The pyramid was inverted once again. The land is owned by people who do not 
benefit from it, and the people who benefit from it do not own it. Landown- 
ers have sought to get rid of it by selling to people who would devote them- 
selves to it full time, but they have not found anyone to buy land which in 
reality is in other people's hands, that is, in the hands of tenants; 2.24 
million feddans, representing 40 percent of the land of Egypt, have been 
converted into rented land. 


The prices of farmland have increased astonishingly and landowners have come 
to possess great wealth though dying without acquiring it. It is frozen 
wealth, lacking an attractive yield for its owners. 











The problem has manifested itself clearly -- the problem of the relationship 
between landlord and tenant, which of them is the real owner of the land, 
which of them is the oppressor and which is the oppressed. 


However, the answer does not come as easily or simply as one might imagine. 
It has become apparent that the location of the land makes a difference as 
between one region and another. The Delta governorates are very different 

from those of the canal, and these in turn are different from the heart of 


Upper Egypt. 


The type of crop also makes a difference. Vegetables and fruit differ from 
the main crops such as wheat, rice and cotton, and the differences are nu- 
merous. 


The form of the relationship between landlord and tenant also makes a dif- 
ference. This assumes three forms: a cash rental contract, a contract be- 
tween landlord and tenant where the landowner receives seven times the tax 
as a price for the land, as the law stipulates (a form which accounts for 81 
percent of the amount of land rented out), a participation contract between 
landlord and tenant, where the landlord obtains half the crop though he is 
remote from the land, and the final form, where the landlord and tenant 
share in farming the land and dividing up its yield. 


Each of these forms has its positive and negative features but ultimately 
gives the advantage to the tenant. 


Therefore, it has been necessary that AL-MUSAWWAR review each of these dif- 
ferences and the effect derived from them on the relationship between the 
landlord and tenant, so that the truth could be drawn from the ground of 
reality. 


We must mention that we, all the editors, started the excursion with feel- 
ings that were totally different from those it ended with. We traveled to 
the villages and towns bearing a feeling impregnated with sympathy for the 
tenant in our hearts, a traditional feeling that he was the party that was 
sinned against, and an increasing enthusiasm to defend him, out of fear that 
the landlord would predominate or that sympathizing with him would increase 
his power. However, we came back with a totally different feeling, a feeling 
which the reader wil! discern and share with us after reading this article. 


The Picture in Asyut 


We started the excursion in Asyut, the capital of Upper Egypt. We found that 
one could offer as a summary of the picture there that the landowners were 
sitting in armchairs with their land mortgaged, built upon and subleased. 

In Asyut they say "If you are in the right, do not turn to the courts!" 
Seizure is not advantageous to landowners because the tenant makes his pay- 
ment to the money-changer into the land tax account. The situation reaches 
the point where crimes are committed in the event total despair grips some 
landowners or a state of pride over committing crimes prevails among some 
strong tenants. The result, as Brig Gen Husni al-Daba', director of criminal 














intelligence in Asyut, replied when I asked him "Do these severe disputes 
between landowners and tenants reach you?" is "Corpses, wounded people, en- 
mity and new grounds for revenge reach us!" 


The agricultural engineer Fikri Hafiz al-Far, secretary general of the go- 
verrorate, a landowner who worked for 18 years in the Agrarian Reform [De- 
partment], said: 


"The damage always falls on the small landowners. The tenants today give the 
owners crumbs. What does the landowner do, especially if he is a government 
employee and has children in school and university? A social disruption has 
occurred, one result of which has been that the tenants get the whole crop 
and the landowner gets only the crumbs." 


He recommended "It is necessary that part of the land belong to the landown- 
er and that he rent it out or dispose of it freely. At least, the landlord 
should get back 10 feddans, half of what he owns, especially landowners who 
are transferred to retirement so that they can earn from them. We must face 
this problem boldly. 


"Raising rents is no solution, because the result will be a rise in crop 

prices. In addition, putting rental contracts on an annual basis is an in- 
correct solution, because the landowners will expel the tenants as soon as 
the year ends, and this will guarantee that a revolution will be created in 


Egypt." 


Participation Is Necessary 
Counsellor Rif‘at al-Sayyid, chief of court and a major landowner, said, 


"The participation system of farming between the landowner and tenant is 
necessary in cases where i:he landowner is a peasant. The land must provide a 
suitable rent to landowners who engage in another job as a profession by 
increasing the value of the tax imposed on the land or having the landlord 
accept the system of participating in farming with the tenant. People who 
own less than 3 feddans (small farmers and landowners) must, if they do not 
have another occupation besides farming, be given the ability to regain 
their land in full in two cases: 


"The first case is that if the original tenant dies the rental contract 
should not pass on to his heirs. The second case is where the original te- 
nant has another occupation besides farming." 


Al-Hajj ‘Abd-al-'Aziz ‘Abd-al-Wahid is a major tenant but in spite of that 
demanded that the tax on farmland be increased, saying, 


"The landowner is treated unfairly because the rental value per feddan is 
about 60 pounds a year, of which he pays 12 pounds in taxes, and what does 
he do in this time? The solution is to increase the rent until things are in 
balance and justice becomes prevalent. I say this though I am a tenant." 


Dr Salih Hasan Farraj, deputy minister of agriculture in the Governorate of 
Asyut, said, 











"To me the solution is to raise per-feddan rents in the light of the rise in 
crop prices. Moreover, the peasants do not just farm the land once a year. 
Is it the sin of anyone who has 5 feddans as the result of an inheritance or 
personal labors to sit and watch his land? The optimum solution for agricul- 
tural production, and I say this as an official, is for the landowner to 
have the freedom to rent out to anyone, by temporary sharecropping contract 
or participation, on the basis of the prevailing prices in the rural areas, 
and the tenant must get the land for a feasible rent and an annually-renewed 
contract. 


"As an official, I consider that the best types of rental are temporary 
sharecropping contracts or participation, because both the landlord and the 
tenant receive a reasonable return. Through the statistics, you find that 
the productivity of a person who gets a rental contract for a year is high 
because he is fighting to realize a greater return and pay off the rent." 


How Can We Break up the Scuffles? 


Muhammad 'Abd-al-Muhsin, chairman of the local people's assembly for the 
Governorate of Asyut, who farms 122 feddans and owns 17, which he rents out, 
said: 


"It is in the interests of any landowner to divide the land or raise the 
rent. This is normal. 


"The scuffles between landlords and tenants can be resolved by reappraising 
rents every 3 years in accordance with constant price increases. Peasants 
are committed to paying stipulated amounts of money which increase annually, 
and according to the cooperative marketing statute they are committed to 
supplying quantities of wheat, fava beans and lentils at prices below the 
world markets. These prices do not compensate the peasants for their effort 
but let the consumer obtain these commodities at reasonable prices. These 
are recovered one way or another by the people as a whole. If land rents 
increase in a manner which is not compatible with the prices of the crops 
they supply to the government, the peasants will turn away from the land and 
abandon it. If the per-feddan rents rise, it is necessary to raise the 
prices of the crops. Ultimately all these increases will be recovered 
through the ordinary citizen in Egypt." 


Why Do the Peasants Procrastinate? 


Concerning the phenomenon of the evasion of payment of modest rents by most 
tenants, Muhammad ‘Abd-al-—Muhsin said, "The annual production per feddan in 
some places yields the peasants only enough to cover the costs of production 
and their costs of living, and they are left with nothing by which to pay 
rent. They are compelled to procrastinate sometimes. Any new law issued on 
behalf of the landlord without considering the tenants will be a major dis- 
aster. The peasant will commit suicide on the land. Even if the tenant pro- 
crastinates in paying the rent, the court rules that he should be evicted 
from the land and the police come to carry out the verdict, it is the tenant 
who goes to the land and farms it, and the landlord is compelled to reach an 
understanding with him. Not 1 percent of the eviction verdicts are carried 














out except in cases of force and landlord's influence. However, the disputes 
continue and people become victims, to the point where half a feddan has led 
to the murder of 28 people in our village." 


At the Mansi home in the village of Bani Muhammadiyat, the basic property 
was 800 feddans. The property was broken up and each member of the family 
now has 40 to 50 feddans. Since most of them became educated and got govern- 
ment jobs, they rented ovt the land to farmers and entered the vortex of 
collecting rent from the tenants. Prior to the campaign to collect weapons 
from villages in Upper Fgypt, making a request for rent was dangerous in 
itself and a weak landowner could not make a request of a strong tenant 
without being treated contemptibly and dealt with in a bad manner. In 1977, 
the date of the weapon-collecting campaign, they started to demand rents and 
have not obtained more than 10 percent of what was owed them. Since they 
have not obtained rent at all for years, real estate taxes have accumulated 
against them and they are now demanding 10,000 pounds in arrears. Hilmi Man- 
si said, “Our relationship with the tenants is disturbing and we obtain 
rents only as beggars." Riyad Mansi said, "I farmed 18 feddans and they took 
that from me by pressure and intimidation." The wife of Mr Falubus, who owns 
37 feddans, said, 


"Isn't it outrageous that the rent should be 50 pounds per feddan and when I 
ask the tenant I get 25 pounds and pay 25 pounds in taxes? I have a water 
buffalo for which I rented out 12 qirats for 300 pounds, and J have land. I 
have 11 qirats which 'Abd-al-Muhaymin took, and he has not given me a single 
millieme for 11 years. Everytime I ask him for the rent he screams at me and 
says the land comes to just 9 qirats. Moreover, is it in perpetuity? If his 
heart is merciful he gives me 5 pounds, and if I want to sell it he asks for 
half. 


""Amm 'Uthman bought a feddan from my son for 2,000 pounds and sold it the 
next day for 13,000 in cash. My son got 1,000 pounds, and the other 1,000 he 
is getting in instalments. 'Amm Hamdan bought some feddans from the family 
for 6,000 pounds and sold them the same week for 16,000, and has not paid us 
the rest of the amount yet. Al-Hajj Kamil Husayn rents 3 feddans and a qirat 
from me, and does not pay me rent." 


The Tenant Is Stronger Than the Landlord 
In the village of Bani Murr, we met with ‘Ali ‘Atiyah Husayn, who owns 5 
feddans and rents out parts of them. He told us, 


"You can say that the tenant is now stronger than the landlord. The tenant 
is the new feudal tyrant. Therefore, I recommend that a law be passed which 
will enable the landlord to recover property he owns of less than 5 feddans. 
It is necessary to amend the agrarian reform law so that justice will be set 
right." 


The agricultural engineer Jamal Iskandar Ibrahim of the agricultural society 
in Bani Murr said, "The landlord gets 60 piasters a month from renting out a 
feddan, while the tenant gets 60 pounds. The landlords recommend that the 
tenant leave the land to them and that they pay him the rent! 














"The agricultural society was the body which resolved disputes. The commit- 
tee to break up disputes has been eliminated and the matter has been submit- 
ted to the judiciary." 


In Bani Murr, we found the farmer Muhammad Mustafa Abu al-'Ala, a landowner, 
working with a tenant, though the land was his father's property! 


Al-Hajj ‘Ali 'Abd-al-Wahhab of the village of Bani Muhammadiyat said: 


"Farming is not my occupation. I own 20 feddans along with my brothers and 
cannot find land to farm. It is all rented out. Therefore, I have been ap- 
pointed to the Health [Ministry]. The 20 feddans are rented out not to a 
Single tenant but to a number of them, and they are distributed among a 
number of areas. The tenants of the land do not pay the rent in a friendly 
manner. The payment of the rent is due on 1 October, and no one has paid yet 
in spite of the meagerness of the rent. 


"We, two brothers and six girls, get only 500 pounds from the 20 feddans we 
own, and in order to get that I spend a similar amount moving around and on 
transportation. The tenants' procrastination is unlimited. In collecting the 
rent, I observe strange methods." 


One story we heard in the village of al-Shahabiyah is that a lady went to 
ask the tenant for the new rent and the overdue rent; she owned 4 feddans. 
She was sworn and cursed at and to vindicate her honor sold the land to a 
strongman for a few pounds and handed the deed over to him, along with the 
indebtedness on it. This strongman managed to evict the tenant. 

Hamid Jawdah al-Shaykh, a big landowner, who was "under sequestration," said 
that the tenants on his land sublet it for 500 pounds per feddan and pro- 
crastinate in paying him 50 pounds. [He said] "One cannot prove subleasing 
cases and no one testifies on my behalf, unfortunately. That is a total 
crime in the real meaning of the word. There are laws but it is difficult to 
carry them out." 


Brig Gen Husni al-Daba', director of criminal investigation in the Asyut 
security department, said, "Ninety-nine percent of the incidents in the go- 
vernorate arise from agricultural problems and disputes between landowners 
and tenants. The struggle over farmland is the catalyst of the incidents 
here." 


A Surprise in Al-Gharbiyah 


When we went down to the village of Tatay in the district of al-Santa in al- 
Gharbiyah Governorate, the suprise was that the majority of the tenants fa- 
vored an increase in land rents, albeit a relative, conditional one. They 
agreed that the landlord was also unfairly treated and that he was at the 
mercy of inflation. However, landlords have other occupations on which they 
depend while the tenants have only the land they work, and they ask that 
that be taken into account in the increase and also that all the changes 
that have occurred in the Egyptian countryside be taken into account. 

















The difference in views between landlord and tenant is embodied in the cal- 
culation of the cost of agricultural accessories and the yield per feddan. 
The former raises the cost and the latter lowers it. For example, a tenant 
quoted the yield from the crop of a feddan of cotton at the equivalent of 
104 pounds, 80 pounds of which he paid in rent to the landowner; ultimately, 
he was left with just 24 pounds. 


The landlord differed over the estimate. He stated that a feddan of cotton 
gave a net yield estimated at 300 pounds, to which one should add 200 pounds 
as the yield from growing bersim, so that the net yield became 500 pounds, 
70 pounds of which he paid to the landlord; thus the net became 430 pounds 
per feddan. 


"Ali Wardah pointed out to us that a feddan of vegetables earned him 500 
pounds a year. 


If the above figures, overall and on the average, mean that the tenant real- 
izes a great income per feddan of land which is not in keeping with the 
landowner's income, we must first of all find out the tenant's opinion. 


"Abd-al-—Mu'ti Yunis al-Shinawi, a landowner and tenant, said: 


"Yes, crop prices are better today than before, and I am in favor of an 
increase in land rents for the landowner, because he has children and ex- 
penses." 


"Abd-al-'Aziz Abu al-'Azm Sa'd, who owns a feddan and a half and rents 2 
feddans, stressed that the income from the land was not enough for him and 
his six children and that the rent on the land must not be raised in these 
circumstances of inflation. The landlord has another occupation which he 
depends on, and an increase in the per-feddan rent to 100 pounds is to be 
considered a great amount. 


"Abd-al-'Azim al-Shinawi, with a feddan owned and 2 feddans rented, said, "I 
have eight children, including six girls. The landowner is a government em- 
ployee and the income from the land is not enough. The workforce is unfair 
with the tenant." 


"Abd-al-Qadir Khurshid, an old man, has 6 qirats owned and 10 qirats rented. 
[He said] "This acreage is not enough for me and my children, and I work as 
a farmer for this reason. I cannot put up with the landlord's rights. I gave 
the landlord an increase over the rent specified in a friendly fashion, but 
he deceived me and complained to me over getting these paltry qirats, but 
what do the 10 qirats yield us that he should increase their rent?" 


Al-Sayyid Mahmud Yunus, who owns 2 feddans, that is, is not a tenant, none- 
theless felt solidarity with tenants and said "They are unfairly treated. No 
one can pay the prices." 


Mahmud Ahmad Khalil, with half a feddan rented, said, "A sudden increase 
would be difficult for tenants, and it is better that there be a gradual 
increase each year." 














Rents in the Black Market 


Before addressing ourselves to the landlords' views on this issue, we must 
mention that we heard about the phenomenon of landlords and land tenants who 
were not able to farm renting land out to others so that the rentai per 
qirat increased in accordance with supply and demand and the crop cycle. The 
rent for a qirat of land rose to between 15 and 25 pounds, meaning that the 
rent per feddan in this black market has ranged from 460 to 640 pounds. 


Eng ‘Abd-al-Ra'uf, manager of the agricultural society in Tatay, said "If 
the peasant's land is all farmed with a consolidated crop in accordance with 
the crop cycle, he has the right to rent land for the period of one season 
from another farmer to farm crops that are required for his home and his 
cattle. This is a legal loophole since every season the tenants rent out 
their land to others on the black market but do not rent it out on a perma- 
nent basis to other farmers, lest they be subject to the law. 


"This phenomenon has driven the landowners to get their land back. In addi- 
tion to this, there is the rise in prices of land lying in the built-up 
zone, which has made some landowners negotiate with the tenants to get their 
land back." 


"Abd-al-—'Aziz Turki, head of the village of Mit Ghazal, with 80 feddans 
rented, said, "The rent was set years in the past. Circumstances have 
changed, crop prices have increased, inflation is inundating the landowner 
and he has no income except the income from his land. Of the rent that I 
obtain, 60 pounds per feddan, I pay 12 pounds in taxes due the government; I 
am left with 48 pounds per feddan. My total income from the 80 feddans after 
deductions is 8,340 pounds a year [sic], that is, about 315 pounds a month 
on the average. The amount has brought the rent per feddan to 150 pounds a 
year. This does not entail injustice to the tenant, who realizes 1,000 
pounds a year in income per feddan. 


"I also consider that rentals should not be handed down as an inheritance, 
because this is something that is unheard of. It should be considered an 
injustice. If I rent out a feddan, that is unlawful, because if a tenant 
holds onto the land for a period by farming that will come to eight times a 
feddan. The ordinary tenant, the peasant, rents out a feddan a number of 
times in accordance with the number of crops per year and consequently ob- 
tains several times the ordinary rent he pays to the landowner. Not every 
landowner has another job. Even if he does, he has the right to get an in- 
crease in rent." 


"Abd-al-'Aziz Rajab said "The government's protection of the tenant and res- 
ponse to all his demands have caused him to keep doing what he is doing. It 
is the tenant who has stripped off the farmland to sell it to brick facto- 
ries, without the landlord's knowledge. 


"In addition, the tenant is supposed to relinquish the land which is turned 
into land for buildings. 


"IT recommend that the system of participation prevail between the landlord 
and tenant so that the two parties will benefit from this land." 

















Muhammad Ja'far, the owner of a grocery shop, with 10 feddans rented out, 
said, "My income from this land is no more than 460 pounds a year and tlere 
are 10 people in my family. What can I do with 40 pounds a month? My monthly 
expenditures are more than 400 pounds. My daughter, a student at the univer- 
sity, spends 150 pounds a month, that is, the equivalent of the annual in- 
come from 3 feddans. 


"IT consider that if the rent per feddan comes to 200 pounds, the tenant will 
gain. An ardebb of corn is now about 25 pounds." 


Why Aren't They on Equal Footing with the Owners of Buildings? 


Muhammad al-Bandari Hijab, who works as a tailor and has 12 feddans rented 
out, said, "I do not want land to farm; rather, we want an increase in rent 
which is in keeping with the landlord's needs. Why isn't land treated like 
buildings and why doesn't the law let people who own more than 5 rented 
feddans have a space where they are acknowledged, like someone who has a 
building and has a share of apartments which he can dispose of?" 


Ahmad al-'Uways, who has 5 rented feddans, said, "The government promised us 
a number of times to review the relationship between landlords and tenants, 
but that has not happened. Circumstances have changed. The tenant now is 
dealing in land, not engaging in farming but subleasing the land in an un- 
lawful way. I consider that the per-feddan rent should be raised to 250 
pounds, measured by black market prices. I consider that the tenant should 
stay on the land with an increase in rents." 


Muhammad al-Wardani, who has 27 qirats rented out, said, "The feddan I farm 
is not enough to meet living requirements. I have five children who are 
studying in school." As a peasant engaged in agriculture, he considered "The 
tenant gains, and I as a small property owner working in agriculture am more 
entitled to farm my land, which is small in area." His wife Najat Muhammad 
Sulayman interrupted, saying "The rent per feddan must come to 300 pounds a 
year." 


Hanim ‘'Abd-al-'Al, from the village of al-Hamadiyah, Birkat al-Sab', owns 6 
qirats rented out and said, "I want this small area for dill-farming, so 
that I can see my children. My husband married another woman and left me 
without any income!" 


Muhammad Sulayman al-Shabakah, the moneychanger in the village of Qitay, 
said, "The tenants’ power is now greater than that of the landowners, now 
that the phenomenon of subleasing land, where the tenant gets 500 pounds per 
feddan as rent and pays just 75 to the landlord, has become widespread. Out 
of the latter amount the landlord pays the government taxes and insurance 
ranging from 10 to 12 pounds. 


"This year the rent will rise to 30 pounds for land included under the tile 
drainage project. This will be better than the old system." 


Eng Sayyid 'Awadallah of the agricultural society in Qitay said, "Subleasing 
land to more than one farmer results in the deterioration of the 
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productivity of the land, because the land tenant is concerned only with his 
farming and puts a burden on the land to realize the greatest output." 


On Canal Land 


The land in the Governorate of the Canal is almost owned by the tenants, 
since it has become a legacy of theirs. Sons inherit land rental contracts 
from fathers. It is land which is not bound to delivering crops to the gov- 
ernment. Fruit and vegetables are farmed on most of it, realizing the high- 
est productivity and quality. 


We paused before some of this good land in I'ta'ah, five hundred expansive 
feddans, green in color, with fine crops. Some peasants there replied that 
they were farming plots of land in participation with Shaykh al-Yamani. 
Shaykh al-Yamani is the tenant and has taken over all this land. After hesi- 
tating they answered, most bluntly, "The fact is that the landowner is op- 
pressed, oppressed, oppressed." 


How so? 


The 500 feddans are owned by a large family. Shaykh al-Yamani rented it all 
more than 30 years ago. He grew fruit and vegetables on it. How much does 
Shaykh al-Yamani pay the landowners? He pays 60 pounds per feddan a year. He 
said simply that that was the rent the law had stipulated, which was seven 
times the tax. 


When he saw the amazement on our faces, he smiled and said that he had been 
paying this rent recently. According to the rental agreement, he had pre- 
viously been paying 25 pounds. 


How much does he earn from a feddan? The situation differs from crop to 
crop, but the minimum for the tomato crop, for example, is 1,500 pounds, and 
the price is double in the case of the fruit crop! 


The landowner takes 60 pounds, and the tenant's earnings, after deduction of 
costs, are no less than 1,000 pounds. 


The tragedy here is that the landowners live on the land. They are not ab- 
sent from it. They have homes in the middle of the land. 


The peak of the tragedy comes when we realize that because they cannot farm 
the whole area by themselves, the tenants sublease it to other tenants 
through participation, and do not vacate the rental contracts. Stranger than 
all that, the owners of the land itself have also been compelled to rent 
areas from tenants on the basis of participation, in order to seek the aid 
of their work on the land to meet living costs. 


Ultimately, they own the 500 feddans of land on paper only. Reality states 
that the real landowners here are the tenants and their sons, during their 
lives and beyond, and that the law allows the sons to inherit the rental 
contracts, 


11 














Eternal Rental Agreements! 


In another of the numerous conditions which are similar in circumstances, 
the tenant is al-Hajj ‘Abd-al-Sattar and the landlord is in the town. The 
land has been in the tenant's hands for 30 years. He pays rent of 70 pounds 
per year per feddan for it. The landlord now wants part of the land to be 
returned to him. His son is a graduate agricultural engineer. However, he 
cannot go back. The rental contract is almost eternal. The son of the tenant 
is preparing as of now to inherit it from his father. 


These cases repeat themselves the iength and breadth of the governorate, 
especially since the area has been subjected to emigration more than once 
and the land has been left to tenants. When the owners of the land returned 
they had no way to get the land back. It remained with the tenants. There is 
no way to sell, no matter how many small parts the ownership may be broken 
down into, because the tenants refuse to buy it for more than half the price 
prevailing in the region. 


In Al-Daqahliyah the Situation Is Different 


The situation in the Governorate of al-Daqahliyah is different from that in 
the other governorates. Al-Daqahliyah is bound to farm the main crops, which 
are wheat, cotton and rice, and to deliver them to the government. 


Mrs ‘A'idah Mahmud, who inherited a number of feddans here and lives in 
Cairo, said: 


"The land now is a burden cn the people who own it, whether the relationship 
between the landowner and the tenant is a direct rental one or one in the 
form of partnership." In the latter case, which is the one that connects her 
to the tenant, her share of the production is determined in accordance with 
the basic crop, which is wheat, for example, or rice, while the tenant bene- 
fits from all the crops he sells for his own private account, for instance 
bersim, whose price is several times greater than that of wheat. The peasant 
also sells the chaff of the wheat for his own account, and the tenant can 
make calculations with the landlord on the basis of a quantity less than the 
real quantity a feddan produces. In addition, there are excesses in the 
prices of the materials used in farming. 


[She said] "There have been times when I, the landlord, have paid the tenant 
close to 300 pounds per feddan. The fact is that this may be attributed 
first of all to existing flaws in agricultural policy. The agricultural so- 
ciety and the village bank impose taxes and requirements in which the tenant 
and the landlord both lose themselves, especially with respect to the prices 
of crops and the quantities which have to be delivered. Because these are 
decrees which are issued at a distance from actual circumstances, they lead 
to many results which harm not just the landlord but also the land and na- 
tional product. 


Deliberately Keeping the Land Fallow! 
"For example, some tenants now refuse to farm the main crops and prefer to 


pay fines. Some others leave the land fallow while they go to regular jobs 
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which earn them better money. This statement does not arise from a vacuum, I 
personally left 3 feddans of land unplanted this year, because we did not 
find anyone to farm it. 


"Selling the land is out of the question now, because land where there is a 
tenant is sold vacant only. The tenant will bargain with the landlord either 
to get all of half the price to abandon the land or to pay only half the 
price himself and buy it. 


"In any case, the landlord is the loser and the tenant is the beneficiary. 


"In my opinion, the payment of rent is not enough. A review of the entire 
economic policy is what is needed. It is necessary to raise the purchase 
price of the crop and properly estimate it so that we can encourage peasants 
to be interested in the land and in farming it, as well as to define what is 
to be delivered to the government in a realistic manner. The farmers give an 
example of rice farming, when the societies requested that two and a half 
daribas of rice be handed over per feddan, which does not produce this much. 
They had either to buy it from the black market or pay the fine. 


"What is strange is that the ministry asked the persons harmed by the bad 
crop, who sought to complain, to pay the sum of 100 pounds to prove the 
seriousness of their complaint. 


"It is also necessary that the rental contract be confined to the tenant 
only and that rights not be transferred from him to his children after him, 
so that the contract becomes a legacy, especially since many of these chil- 
dren do not work the land themselves, but move to the cities and sublease 
the land on their own behalf." 


A Neutral View 


Al-Hajj Sayyid ‘Ali, a man who is neutral, considers the whole issue facing 
himself in all its aspects, and is knowledgeable about the minute details of 
it; he lives on land which he farms and owns, knows its cost and productivi- 
ty and speaks objectively. He said, 


"The optimum situation is for the person who owns the land to farm it, but 
Since this situation is not easy to find, the laws governing the relation- 
ship between landlords and tenants, most important of which is the eternal 
nature of the contract, must be reviewed. The rental agreement must be for a 
limited period and renewable if both parties are satisfied, with the rent to 
be determined each time in accordance with actual production and production 
prices. 


"The provision must be that the law give consideration to compelling the 
landlord to farm the land in the event he gets it back, so that he will not 
convert it into another situation and the farmland declines." 


"Thus, people in ail situations are in agreement over the need for a law 
which will bring about justice between landlord and tenant. 
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What do the two parties consider is appropriate for solving the rent prob- 
lem? 


The Search for a Solution Which Will Satisfy Both Parties 


The village of al-Barajil: "At the same time the government must review a- 
mending rents in order to realize a kind of justice for the two parties. We 
must increase the rent four times above its current level. I believe that 
300 pounds are a fair rent for the landowner to get, because no tenant's 
annual income now is less than 1,000 pounds per feddan on the average if he 
grows traditional crops such as wheat and corn and no less than 2,000 pounds 
if he farms non-traditional crops. This situation exists and it is not poss- 
ible for a person who wants to set out a just solution to the problem to 
ignore it. It is true that farming costs have increased, but conversely crop 
prices have increased. It has become necessary to create a just formula go- 
verning the relationship between the landowner and the tenant which will 
reduce the severity of the tension which disturbs it now. I will give an 
example of pressure and dominance on the tenant's part: a short time ago I 
wanted to buy a feddan of land and agreed with the landowner over the sum of 
20,000 pounds. Since the land had been ‘occupied' by other tenants, I went 
to reach an understanding with them to complete the purchase. He [sic] a- 
greed that I should pay him 25,000 pounds in key money to evacuate the land 
and of course I refused." 


Rawash Jum‘ah al-Mughrabi, a tenant, considered "The government should pay 
attention to the small tenants' circumstances. It is not reasonable that the 
tenant of a feddan or half a feddan should be the equal of another tenant 
working on more than 10 feddans, and it is necessary to take into account 
the circumstances of a person who owns 3 or 4 feddans of which he rents out 
one or two and another owner of more than 10 feddans who has rented out 2 
feddans of that. Thus it is necessary to set out rules governing the rela- 
tionship between the owner and the tenant to take these differences into 
account." 


"Abd-al-'Aziz ‘'Abd-al-Ghaffar has a different opinion. He recommended that 
the rent be gradated, so that it will be modified every so often to give 
attention to the landowner's circumstances. It is not reasonable that the 
landowner should get 90 pounds a year while the tenant's income is greater 
than 1,000 pounds. 


Concerning the system of participation in farming, he said that that was a 
failure because it created a state of distrust between landowner and tenant. 
Participation, in his view, is acceptable in form but from the practical 
standpoint if it is applied its flaws become obvious. The tenants farm the 
land and view landowners as people who want to share the bounties of the 
land with them without exerting any effort, while the landowners view the 
tenants as persons who have plundered their land and been blessed with its 
bounties. 


Another example of an owner of half a feddan is a government employee who 


inherited half a feddan from his father after he died. Salim ‘Atiyah said, 
"The area I inherited is small and there is a tenant on it. I proposed to 
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him to sell the land, because my house was in danger of coliapsing at any 
time and it was necessary to destroy it and rebuild it. The tenant refused, 
although he is a government employee and owns property which brings him a 
large income, and his children are government employees. I am now bewil- 
dered. I was injured in war operations in 1973 during the gap, and left the 
army with 40 percent disability. I have no other income except my minor 
salary. I also proposed to the tenant that I sell half the area and he re- 
fused. What shall I do? Shall I beg? I wrote complaints about my situation 
to all the bodies, the office of the president and the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, and I have not yet come up with a solution." 


After this broad excursion over the length and breadth of the country, the 
urgent need to re-establish balance in the relationship between landowner 
and tenant and raise land rents in a manner which will bring about justice 
and eliminate tension between them became clearly apparent through consensus 
everywhere, 


However, the views concerning ways to bring such justice about differed, 
although confined to these recommendations: 


The level of rent should rise to no less than 10 times tax, rather than 
seven times, or the rent should be set according to the real yield of the 
land; rents should not be unified in the case of all the land; and attention 
must be paid to the nature of the crops farmed, their differences and the 
nature and location of the land. 


The demand that rental contracts not be passed on to the sons of tenants by 
inheritance unless the latter are peasants farming the land themselves. 


The rental contract should specify a time for review of the rent, after each 
period, with attention paid to the realization of stability for the peasant 
and a guarantee of his rights, so that we will not revert to a new feudalism 
which the landowners will create if the land is returned to them and the 
peasant comes to have no role except work as a wage-earner. 


The demand that the timely collection of rent be guaranteed in sound ways 
without recourse to the judiciary, by having the village banks collect it 
and hand it over to the landowners. More accurately, the bank should be the 
guarantor of rental contracts. 


Rents’ Effect on Productivity 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 8 Nov 85 p 15 


[Text] This title was the subject of the thesis for a doctorate the re- 
searcher ‘Atif Hilmi al-Shimi received in the Faculty of Agriculture at As- 
yut last year. He carried out a field study on 503 farms in the Governorate 
of Bani Suwayf, 244 of which were owned and 259 rented out. The researcher's 
choice of the Governorate of Bani Suwayf was justifiable, since it ranks 
first among governorates in the republic in terms of the ratio of rented 
land to the total area farmed throughout the governorate, which comes to 
57.5 percent. 
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The researcher concluded that the average net income per feddan of land 
owned exceeded equivalent income on rented land. He broke down the catego- 
ries of landowners and tenants into five tax groups in accordance with area 
farmed, ranked as follows: less than 5 feddans, 5 feddans, 8 feddans, 9 
feddans and 10 feddans and more. The result was that landowners belonging to 
the first group and farming by themselves get 191 pounds per feddan on the 
average while what tenants in the same group get is no more than 142 pounds 
and that this comes to 319 and 252 pounds for landowners and tenants in the 
second category, 386 and 270 pounds for the third categroy, 463 and 333 
pounds for the fourth category and 591 and 368 pounds for the fifth catego- 


ry. 


Dr ‘Atif Hilmi al-Shimi said that 92 percent of the landowners covered by 
the study confirmed that there were flaws and negative features in current 
rental policy and that the continuation of this policy, with the rules regu- 
lating relations between farmland owners and tenants it entails, constitutes 
an severe injustice to them in one area and leads to a deterioration in per- 
feddan agricultural productivity in another, as well as the collapse of so- 
cial relations between the parties to this relationship in a third area. 


The researcher recommended two methods for rectifying the relationship, one 
of which concerns the determination of what is known as “equity rent," which 
could be defined as a rent which will bring about stability in the ratio of 
the rent per feddan to the total costs of production per feddan. The second 
method is to estimate the general trend in per-feddan production costs and 
determine their average annual increase, and consider that a basis for de- 
fining the rent in the future. It is worth pointing out that the estimated 
equity rent for 1983 came to 367.65 pounds, which is very close to unres- 
tricted rent, known as subleasing, which comes to 350 pounds. I[t is well 
known that the legal rent at present comes to 75 pounds per feddan. 


The strange thing is that the legal rent per feddan, which is set at seven 
times the tax assessed on farmland, ranges from 9.8 to 78.4 pounds per year. 


Landlords, Tenants Describe Figures 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 8 Nov 85 p 17 


[Text] In the village of al-Barajil in the Governorate of Giza, we listened 
to Farahat Mabruk 'Uwaydah, a peasant who owns 3 feddans, 1 feddan of which 
he has been renting out for 20 years, while he farms two. Farahat 'Uwaydah 
managed to give us a practical picture of the costs of farming a feddan with 
various crops and the income per feddan as well. He said: 


"For me, as a peasant farming 2 feddans, wheat is a basic crop. The situa- 
tion has now changed. It is true that wheat production now yields a feasible 
return for peasants, but there are other more profitable crops such as green 
onions, cauliflower, lettuce and bersim which have started to predominate in 
the land." 


Farahat ‘Uwaydah added, "I get 90 pounds from the tenant, out of which I pay 
money to the government, and I am left with 70 pounds. What should I do with 


16 














this sort of sum, which can scarcely pay for a pack of cigarettes a day for 
a landowner? By simple arithmetic, if the tenant farms a feddan of wheat 
which stays in the ground for 3 months, his net income after costs will be 
900 pounds! 


"If we make calculations in black market prices, the average production of a 
feddan's yield is from 12 to 15 ardebbs. An ardebb sells for 25 pounds, so 
the total is 375 pounds, to which one should add straw or chaff, of which 
about 15 "straw loads" are sold per feddan, each load being sold for 40 
pounds; that is, ultimately he will get 600 pounds. 


"If we calculate the costs of wheat per feddan in current market prices, we 
will find that they are as follows: 8 balance-trays of seeds for 16 pounds, 
two plowings per feddan for 40 pounds, irrigation three times for 30 pounds, 
one and a half sacks of fertilizer for 20 pounds, harvesting for 80 pounds, 
a crop threshing for 50 pounds and winnowing for 50 pounds. If we add the 
rent for this period, at about 30 pounds, we will find that the total costs 
are 316 pounds. Therefore the tenant gets 650 pounds while the landlord gets 
only 30 pounds. That is, the wheat crop yields about 20 times the rent. Is 
this reasonable?" 


1,000 Pounds in Revenues per Feddan of Bersim 


"Abd-al-'Ati Sabir al-Mughrabi gave us another example of another tradition- 
al crop, bersim, which is more profitable than the others. 


"Abd-—al-'Ati al-Mughrabi, who owns more than 3 feddans, said, "It takes a 
third of a day to farm a feddan of bersim and it yields a return of 1,000 to 
1,400 pounds. The costs of farming this in black market prices are as fol- 
lows: seeds for 50 pounds, fertilizer for 25 pounds, irrigation 12 times at 
120 pounds and plowing and farrowing at 40 pounds; thus the total costs are 
235 pounds. If we calculate how the crop is sold, we must realize that all 
peasants harvest seven 'cuttings' per feddan, and a single cutting sells for 
200 pounds; therefore if the landowner or tenant farms a feddan of bersim, 
his net income will be about 1,000 pounds and sometimes that comes to 2,000 
pounds, if its price in the market is high. 


"Abd-al-'Ati al-Mughrabi added, "Most peasants now have turned to farming 
non-traditional crops. Whereas corn and wheat were the two dominant crops in 
terms of acreage, other crops have now started to take up this space; for 
example, lettuce, which stays in the ground for 3 months, costs no more than 
225 pounds and the yield of the crop is sold for 1,000 pounds. 


"If we calculate the costs per feddan of lettuce on the basis of black mar- 
ket prices, we will find that each feddan requires 2 kilograms of seeds for 
10 pounds, 5 sacks of super fertilizer for 25 pounds, 10 sacks of chemical 
fertilizer for 50 pounds, three hoeings at a cost of 25 pounds per hoeing, 
irrigation five times for 50 pounds and insecticide for 25 pounds; therefore 
the total cost is 185 pounds. That is, if a peasant is a landowner he will 
get a net income of about 815 pounds and if he is a tenant he will get 790 
pounds, because he will pay 25 pounds in rent. 
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There No Longer Are Indigent Peasants! 


Al-Hajj Mabruk Abu ‘Atiyah, a model of a farmer-landowner who at the same 
time rents land to farm on a single-crop basis, agreed with him and said, 
"The lives of peasants today are totally different. They sell their crops at 
reasonable prices and have now become able to buy irrigation machinery and 
new threshers." 


Al-Hajj Mabruk gave an example of the income a peasant gets, stating "In 
1973 I rented a feddan from a farmer to plant with tomatoes for 150 pounds. 
The net income I obtained after costs was about 1,000 pounds. Meanwhile, the 
price of a feddan of farmland at that time was no more than 1,200 pounds -- 
that is, the return on farming a feddan of tomatoes was close to the price 
of buying a feddan of land." 


"Ali Abu ‘Atiyah, a tenant on 3 feddans since 1956, asserted that he paid 
100 pounds in rent per feddan annually. 


When we asked him about his income from farming, he pointed out to us that 
he farmed his land with tomatoes and lost 250 pounds per feddan. 


Al-Hajj Sayyid 'Abd-al-Karim, who owns more than 5 feddans and farms the 
same crop, answered him, "This is not true. The tomato crop in the worst of 
circumstances covers its costs. A ‘clever’ peasant can realize 600 pounds 
per feddan after deducting the costs of the crop." 


We asked al-Hajj Sayyid about the crops he farmed that gave him a feasible 
return. 


He replied, "We are receptive to farming the sweet potato crop, which is a 
non-traditional crop, in order to solve the problem of fodder. The crop 
stays about 6 months in the ground and its cost is about 300 pounds in black 
market prices, while the crop sells for about 1,300 pounds. Peasants sell 
two 'growths' of sweet potato greens, that is, the green leaves; the first 
growth sells for 800 pounds and the second for 500 pounds. If we deduct the 
costs of farming from the sales price of the crop, the peasant will be lef’. 
1,000 pounds net." 


Al-Hajj Sayyid 'Abd-al-Karim added, "There are other crops which provide a 
feasible yield, for example green onions, which it takes a month and a half 
to farm. Its actual cost is about 370 pounds in irrigation, plowing, ferti- 
lizer, insecticides and labor, wliile the crop sells for 1,000 pounds. There- 
fore the peasant's income in a month and a half comes to 630 pounds." 


Conclusion 
Therefore, by simple arithmetic, we can deduce the following facts: 


Crops of tenants who farm a feddan of wheat cost 316 pounds and they sell 
wheat and straw for 795 pounds. They are left with a net income of 651 
pounds over 3 months, while landlords get only 25 pounds of this income, 
which is the per-feddan rent for this period, and they get it at the end of 
the year. 
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If the tenant plants bersim on a single feddan, he will spend 235 pounds on 
it in 8 months, which is the bersim growing-period, and he will sell the 
crop for 1,400 pounds. His net income will be 1,156 pounds, sometimes reach- 
ing 1,500 or 2,000 pounds. Meanwhile, the landowner gets only 70 pounds of 
this in rent per feddan over that period. 


If he plants lettuce on a single feddan, he will realize a net return of 790 
pounds after deduction of the costs, which come to 225 pounds, in the course 
of just 4 months, while the landowner will get only 25 pounds in rent. 


If he farms this feddan with sweet potatoes, he will realize a net yield of 
1,000 pounds after setting aside costs, while the landowner will get 45 
pounds only. 


Meanwhile, if he farms green onions, he will get a net income of 630 pounds 
in a month and a half, the period for farming the crop; of this, the land- 
owner will get just 15 pounds. 

Experts’ Views on Relationship 


Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 8 Nov 85 pp 18, 19 


[Text] During this excursion, it was necessary for us to poll the views of 
agriculture experts in Egypt. 





Dr Mustafa al—Jabali, former minister of agriculture, said that he was a- 
gainst the presence of an eternal relationship between landowner and pea- 
sant, on the farmland specifically, because that would deprive the landowner 
of the rental contract. Also, it is not proper that rent on farmland should 
have been fixed since the revolution, in spite of the changes which have 
occurred in production costs and crop costs and the radical social change 
which has occurred in Egyptian society. 





Dr Mustafa al-Jabali added, "I am against eternal contracts since in my view 
they do not give adequate flexibility for realizing the government's goals 
in terms of agricultural development strategy, since the small farmers' 
whole goal now is to realize 'a livelihood,’ not 'sufficiency.' The gravity 
of this situation is apparent when we realize that 65 percent of all the 
properties are rented out to small tenants, causing Egypt to suffer from 
what is called the food gap. Even now, with the government's policy relative 
to the wheat crop specifically, the tenants are now finding it easy to get 
their wheat and corn requirements through subsidies, in order to farm all 
their land by bersim. This is confirmed by recent data which has referred to 
the spread of bersim farming over close to 3 million feddans." 


Dr al-Jabali said, "The solution in my opinion is for rents to be for a 
period of 5 years which can be renewed by having the landowner and tenant 
agree over the rent and the method for exploiting the land. Moreover, the 
current rent must be raised to double at the lowest estimate, because it is 
not proper than it should be less than 150 pounds a year. Indeed, the sum of 
300 pounds is not a hardship for a tenant who wants to work and not sleep. 
The proof of this is that the per-feddan rent during a single growing 
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season, 6 months, is now much greater than 150 pounds, and the rent figure 
must not be frozen at the level where it was 5 years ago. Rather, the rent 
must be contingent not on tax but on the basis of the productive ability of 
the single basin which contains the farmland under contract, since the pro- 
ductive ability depends on the five levels of land quality. The tenant must 
commit himself to retaining per-feddan productivity at high levels and rais- 
ing the level of per-feddan productivity from second class to first class, 
and so on." 


Dr al-Jabali went on to say, "Under the worst of conditions, the landowner 
must be given the right to rent out his land for cash or participation in 
the output with the tenant, on condition that the share of each be set ina 
manner which will guarantee equity in the distribution of income to the two 
parties. It is absolutely not fair for the tenant to get the equivalent of 
the value or the area of half the land he rents if the landowner wants to 
get his land back because that should be considered infringement on owner- 
ship rights at a time when there are no feudalists in Egypt. Perhaps this 
situation was understandable and logical in 1952 but now the situation has 
changed." 


I asked him, "Are there other solutions?" 


Dr al-Jabali replied, "The agricultural cooperative societies which encom- 
pass all the productive farmers in Egyptian villages can provide planning 
for ways of exploiting rented lands and supervise execution of the plans 
they set out, provided that all the farmers, landowners and tenants, parti- 
cipate in setting these plans out, keeping accounts of the various units on 
the basis of each unit's net revenues, and setting out the bases for divid- 
ing this revenue up among landowners and tenants in a manner which ultimate- 
ly will guarantee equity in income distribution and dominance of the proper 
productive relationship. 


"At the end, I would like to say that whatever the proposed solutions for 
breaking up the conflict between the landowners and peasants might be, it is 
necessary to ‘move gradually’ in creating the requisite change in the direc- 
tion of a better situation which will bring about justice for both parties, 
because all the landowners reject the current situation, as it gives them a 
sense of psychological instability, while the tenants believe that they are 
incontestably in the right and not to be questioned. This will come about 
only by creating concessions with both parties and meeting at a point in the 
middle which will retain the inviolability of property and the tradition of 
social circumstances." 


Changes Which Require Amendments 


Fathallah Rif'at, chairman of the Agricultural Development and Credit Bank 
and chairman of the economic committee in the People's Assembly, said, 


"Many changes have occurred over the past 33 years which have made the issue 
of balance between landowners and tenants a subject of discussion among peo- 
ple. Landowners now get only 70 pounds a year per feddan from tenants in 
rent, on the basis of the calctlation the government has stipulated for 
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these, at a rate of seven times tax. It is well known that the tax is esti- 
mated at 10 pounds per feddan per year. 


"Although a number of changes have already been made in the current tax in 
order to improve landowners' incomes, this benefit has not yet reached a 
point which will cover the landowner's basic costs of living. While I grant 
that the revolution came about to support the oppressed peasant classes, I 
can say that a form of injustice has befallen another class, and that is the 
landowners, especially since they cannot get their land back today, since 
rented land is now inherited by the tenant's heirs in the event he dies." 


Fathallah Rif'at added, "Therefore, before the government issues a decree 
concerning this problem, the studies on which this decree is to be based 
must not just be official ones! Rather, it is necessary to listen to various 
views, so that the dimensions and angles of the problem will be totally 
clear to the decision-makers, especially since the masses of tenants are 
used to a specific income at the same time the landowners are complaining of 
this situation. 


"Therefore I say that it is necesary rapidly to look for an equation which 
will restabilize the relationship between landowners and tenants to reduce 
the severity of the numerous disputes between them, whose harshness the eco- 
nomic and social change which has taken place in recent years has helped to 
aggravate, 


"The optimum solution, in my opinion, must be introduced to create a balance 
so that the tenant's real average income will be weighed and the tenant will 
get a reasonable, not excessive, surplus from the revenues per feddan. This 
solution must carefully scrutinize differentials in the per-feddan yield 
from one crop to another and one area to another, and therefore the rent 
must not be the same for all types of crop. The rent per feddan must not be 
the same in the case of all types of crops. Perhaps we will thereby be able 
to restore some balance, not the desired balance, to the relationship be- 
tween landowners and tenants. 


"In spite of all this, I consider that it is not desirable to deprive te- 
nants of guarantees and that it is not desirable to give the landowner the 
right to own and act as he wishes. In addition, it is not desirable to keep 
the situation as it is, because it is necessary to show attention to the 
interests of the two parties in a manner which will not disrupt the social 
peace, in the sense that one class or group will not harbor a grudge against 
another!" 


Keeping the Tenant's Presence 


Dr Ahmai Hasan, senior expert in the National Planning Institute, said, "We 
are not opposed to the landowner's right to get a just rent in a manner 
which is in keeping with the general level of prices, but in the context of 
the rise and power of labor wages. We must keep the tenant on his land so 
that he and his children will farm it. 


"To keep the tenant's presence and preserve the rights of the society and 
the landowner at the same time, it is necessary to preserve the rule of 
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suitability of farmland rent, which is seven times tax, because that guaran- 
tees society what it is owed by the landowner, as it guarantees the landown- 
er what he is owed by the tenant. This rule of suitability is not a viola- 
tion of the land reform laws, but rather an extension of the application of 
a legislative stipulation which was set out in the thirties and forties in 
the context of governments of people representing owners of farmland." 


Alternatives for Appraising Rents 


Dr Ahmad Hasan reviewed a number of alternatives for appraising rents in the 
study he carried out, and found that the most suitable solution for taking 
the two parties' interests into consideration was to increase rents every 10 
years through general reappraisals stipulated in the tax laws, based on the 
analysis of absolute net revenues from the land during the reappraisal 
years. This will lead to the farming system which exists in the land reform 
law at present, since that is the most suitable, just method for both the 
landowner and the tenant, if the conditions included in the land reform law 
are amended and the costs are also split equally between landowners and te- 
nants in the light of considerations related to the tremendous rise in costs 
of labor, for example, which is one of the sections on costs to which the 
land reform law binds the tenant. 


"This is unfair to the tenant, especially if we go back to the cost of labor 
relative to rent. In 1960, in the cotton crop, labor costs accounted for 24 
percent of total overall costs per feddan, and rent accounted for 46 percent 
of this total. 


"Conversely, rents came to represent 11 percent of the total costs per fed- 
dan relative to cotton, and labor costs represented 59.3 percent, in 1984. 

These figures confirm the unsuitability of the agricultural system at pre- 

sent. 


"This rise in labor wages confirms that the tenant is a natural resource 
supporting the slogan ‘the land to those who work it' and is indeed an eco- 
nomic necessity, not just a social necessity." 


Dr Ahmad Hasan added "It is necessary to apply the agrarian reform law to 
tenants who farm vegetables." He stressed the option of choosing rents be- 
tween landowners and peasants, as is the case with fruit, especially since 
vegetable cultivation has become profitable. 


Liberalization Has Affected Land Prices 


Dr Mahmud Ibrahim Badir, professor of rural sociology in the Cairo Agricul- 
ture [Faculty], considered "The relationship between landowners and tenants 
was stable up to 1973, when the political practices of economic liberaliza- 
tion started to constitute a form of speculation in prices of farmland, mak- 
ing their prices increase as a reflection of the value of the crops. When we 
try to unearth or determine the current problem, we find ourselves faced 
with new figures in 1984, stating that 70 percent of the landowners own less 
than a feddan, that what they own constitutes 17 percent of the total farm- 
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land, that 95 percent of the landowners own less than 5 feddans, that this 
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comes to 44 percent of the total cultivated land in Egypt, that 134,000 
landowners control 21.3 percent of the farmed area, that each of them owns 
between 5 and 20 feddans, that 23,000 owners control 12.2 percent of the 
farmland and that each one of them owns from 20 to 50 feddans. 


"As far as rented land goes, that comes to more than 2 million feddans, that 
is, about 40 percent of the total land farmed; 81.50 percent of that is 
rented out by the cash system, and the rest through participation. 


"This is one aspect of the problem. Another aspect holds that the average 
farmland rented out is declining. In 1952, the ratio of rented land to the 
total area farmed in Egypt was 60 percent. This dropped to 51 percent in 
1960 and 40 percent in 1984. This can be attributed to the increase in buy- 
ing power and the conversion of the tenant into a landowner as a result of 
the agrarian reform laws. 


"How many landowners and tenants are affected, negatively or positively? 


"Sixteen million citizens, throughout the republic. This figure includes the 
members of families of landowners and tenants. 


"Thus it is possible to identify the problem behind tenants' revenues rising 
in a manner which is not in keeping with rents and return on landowners' 
per-—feddan investment. The price of a feddan now has become unused capital. 


"How to get out of this problem?" 


Dr Badir said, "There are a number of aspects to the solution to this prob- 
lem. First is that it is necessary to define rents on the basis of producti- 
vity and profits per feddan in accordance with each region's circumstances, 
taking into account a number of reservations, the most important of which 
are abrogating subsidies on some subsidized crops such as cotton and corn 
and changing the crop pricing policy on grounds that the local price should 
approximate the international price, especially in the case of export crops, 
so that the prices will be attractive to farmers. In addition, it is neces- 
sary to change the crop structure so that it will reflect the geographic 
structure in the case of markets adjacent to us, which will lead to the 
modernization of agriculture in accordance with this structure. 


"The second aspect is that rents be determined in accordance with economic 
and social changes every 5 years, provided that tenants refrain from sub- 
leasing land except in specific cases, for instance if they fall ill, and 
that that be with the knowledge of the landowner, who will then have the 
right to increase the rent by 20 percent for a specified period of time 
agreed to by the landowner and connected to the period of the tenant's ill- 
ness. 


"The third aspect is that passing the rental contract on to the tenant's 
heirs should continue if farming is the profession of one of the heirs, in 
order to preserve the structure of the family and its performance of its 
duties toward society and its members, on condition that the land be taken 
away from the tenant's heirs if it is proved that they have not farmed the 
land bequeathed to them. 
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"The fourth aspect is that the government should distribute reclaimed lands 
free of charge to tenant farmers who want to leave the land to landowners, 
on condition that the government provide all services on the new lands. 


"Finally, agricultural cooperative societies should oversee the land to make 
sure that it is farmed in a scientific manner which will yield the best 
output, so tenants will not resort to keeping it fallow or farming it indis- 
criminately to continue to distress landowners, and that rental contracts 
are abrogated if the tenant goes abroad to work, especially now that it has 
been proved that the number of agricultural workers who have gone abroad to 
work in Gulf countries came to 40 percent of the total number of people 
working in agriculture, totalling 5 million agricultural workers, and that 
the people who have remained in Egypt are awaiting an opportunity to go 
abroad. These are called ‘unsettled workers.' 


"Recent research indicates that 92 percent of people current farming do not 
have the desire to have ‘their children’ continue in agricultural work and 
that 86 percent of agricultural engineers and supervisors have no desire to 
continue with agricultural work; if they find an opportunity to work in any 
other area, they will seize it!" 


Opposition Leaders Discuss Subject 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 8 Nov 85 p 19 
[Article by Suleyman ‘Abd-al-‘'Azim] 
[Text] After AL-MUSAWWAR's excursion through the Egyptian countryside and 
with agricultural experts and specialists on the subject of the relationship 


between landowners and tenants, it was necessary that we listen to the views 
of the opposition parties on this subject. 





The Wafd: No Opinion at Present! 


When AL-MUSAWWAR contacted Mr Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din, chairman of the Wafd Par- 
ty, to ascertain the party's view on the relationship between landowners and 
tenants, the party chairman said, "I will review this subject in my politi- 
cal speech at the celebration of National Holy War Day on 13 November. 
Therefore, it is not possible for the party to give any opinion on this 
subject now." 


Labor: Yes to Modifications in Rents 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Labor Party, said "The agrarian land 
reform law managed to spare Egyptian society upheaval, indeed bloody revolu- 
tion, after the problem was remedied through legislation. An important mat- 
ter I would like to point out is that the law I submitted to the Chamber of 
Deputies 2 years before the revolution was compatible with the law issued in 
September 1952: the two gave compensation to people owning land taken over 
which was in excess of the stipulated limit on ownership. The law was found- 
ed on a basis of appropriation of ownership for the public benefit and did 
not assume the form of expropriation, although the situation later changed 
when the issuance of compensation bonds was suspended. 
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"In any event, the situation which equates the calculation of rent to seven 
times tax is not a fair one now as far as landowners go, since the tax is 
normally calculated on the basis of the major crops. How can the rent be at 
this price when there is a constant increase in the prices of some non-basic 
crops, when there is a constant rise in the prices of the bersim crop be- 
cause of the extreme receptivity toward it, although it was farmed as an 
additional crop before cotton, when there is this instability in the prices 
of additional yields of certain grains, embodied in straw, whose prices have 
increased over those of wheat, and when rice greens can get a price whereas 
they used to be burned as waste! 


"The most nearly logical remedy for establishing a balance between landown- 
er's and tenant's shares might be to turn toward the system of participation 
by temporary sharecropping contracts after studying the practical results 
arising from the amendments introduced into the temporary sharecroping con- 
tract system in 1964, since it is possible to combine the abilities of land- 
owners and tenants by this system to realize the highest production bringing 
benefits for both of them. 


"Of course the relationship between landowner and tenant in the system I 
advocate must end when one of the two parties dies. This might be desirable 
in the case of future relations but in the case of relations which exist now 
it is possible to set out a period of time, let us say 6 years, when the 
relationship between landowner and tenant will end, with death or the end of 
the relationship, whichever comes later." 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri added, "As regards rents, I recommend that new rules be 
set out where attention will be paid to changes in crop prices in accordance 
with a specific rule. In order to remedy current conditions, if the partici- 
pation system is accepted by the two parties in accordance with the above- 
mentioned rules, there will be no problem, but if the tenant does not accept 
this situation in this case it will be possible to abrogate the rental con- 
tract after the 6-year period I recommend ends, if the tenant does not want 
to continue with the participation system." 


The Liberals: Raising Rents to 10 Times Tax 


Mustafa Kamil Murad, chairman of the Liberal Party, requested a review of 
relations between landowners and tenants on farmland for the following rea- 
sons: 


"First, the rise in crop prices to nearly five times their 1952 level. Cot- 
ton has risen from 10 to 65 pounds per qintar, wheat has risen from 3 to 15 
pounds per ardebb, and so on, specifically in the case of crops where there 
is a buyer's monopoly. 


"Second, the rise in living costs because of inflation, whose annual rate 
comes to 15 percent, making the burdens of living on landowners increase 
constantly. 


"Third, per-feddan rent on the black market ranges from 200 to 350 pounds a 
year, while the rent by law, seven times tax, ranges from 50 to 70 pounds a 
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year. Therefore, we consider that the first ste, in reform is to raise the 
tax. Thus the landowners’ income will rise to 7' to 100 pounds per feddan a 
year and thus justice will be realized to some extent." 


The Grouping: A Review of the Law I[s Necessary -- But 


Concerning the Grouping Party's view on the relationship between landowners 
and tenants, Muhammad Muhammad 'Traqi, member of the peasants' office in the 
party and secretary of the Egyptian Peasants' Federation currently being 
established, said, "Raising the rent by increasing tax must take place after 
very careful study of the revenues from such basic marketing crops as cot- 
ton, rice, wheat, onions, corn and so forth, so that the value of the calcu- 
lation of the average net income of these crops after deduction of all farm- 
ing cost categories will be known. After that, the rent will be set at half 
the net per-feddan rent for these crops. In other words, landlords and ten- 
ants should divide average per-feddan net revenues, so that the landowner 
will have half and the tenant half, and this process will be repeated every 
number of years so that it will be in keeping with the various changes which 
have occurred in the agricultural process." Muhammad ‘Iraqi warned about the 
danger of spontaneous tax appraisals aimed at increasing rents without the 
performance of such accurate studies and he requested that the government 
not act hastily over any measure in this regard before discussing it at a 
symposium in which the parties and all political forces will take part. 


He said, "We are in favor of having the tenant's stable presence on his land 
and keeping from threatening him with expulsion from the land, because the 
anxiety which exists at present is reflected on the productive process, with 
the result that the tenants are diverted from performing serious service for 
the land." 


11887 
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LIBYA 


PEOPLE'S BUREAU ISSUES STATEMENT ON MALAYSIAN FUNDAMENTALIST 
HK230554 Hong Kong AFP in English 0529 GMT 23 Nov 85 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, Nov 23 (AFP)--Libya has denied any links with a 
Malaysian Moslem religious teacher whose followers attacked police 

with choppers, bamboo spears, poison arrows and molotov cocktails 

in the northern state of Kedah on Tuesday inaclash that left 18 people dead. 


The Libyan People's Bureau here said in a statement that it could not 
ascertain whether politician-turned-teacher Ibrahim Mahmud called "Ibrahim 
Libya" by his followers had been educated in Libya as claimed by local 
officials. 


"Even if he had, Libya could not be responsible for his way of thinking 
or his actions," the bureau said. 


It added that it regretted that local newspapers had chosen to link 
Mr Ibrahim with Libya "as if they wanted to tarnish the image and good 
name of Libya in the eyes of the public." 


Mr Ibrahim, a member of the fundamentalist Parti Islam Sa-Malaysia, 

led some 400 of his supporters, including women and children, into 
battle with police near Baling town, 432 kilometers (270 miles) north 
of here, after security officials tried to detain him and some of his 
followers for possession of weapons, intimidation and resisting arrest. 


Local newspapers had said that Mr Ibrahim had been preaching his brand 
of deviationist Islam to poor rubber tappers in the remote village 

of Memali for some eight years, during which he had built up a 
substantial following. 


/12624 
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TUNISIA 


LOANS FOR AGRICULTURAL, INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS REPORTED 
Tunis LE TEMPS in French 15 Nov 85 p 2 


[Article: "Development of South And Central Tunisia: Two Algerian Loans for 
$30 Million to Tunisia"] 


[Text] The neighborly working visit to Algeria at the end of September by 
Mohamed Mzali, prime minister and minister of the interior, continued to have 
beneficial results for relations between the two neighboring countries. Alger- 
ia and Tunisia continue, as a matter of fact, to reap the fruit of the meet- 
ings which Mzali had with Algerian Prime Minister Abdelhamid Brahimi. 


Thus, in accordance with the desire of Presidents Habib Bourguiba and Chadli 
Bend jedid to strengthen ties of cooperation and solidarity between the two 
countries, and in order to give concrete form to the agreements worked out by 
the prime minister and his Algerian counterpart, an official ceremony was held 
on Wednesday in Algiers in the presence of Moualem Ben Hamouda, minister of 
finance, during which Noureddine Hached, minister of labor and Mohamed Tarbe- 
che, secretary general of the Algerian Ministry of Finance, signed two finan- 
cial agreements according to which Algeria, through the Maghreb Arab Develop- 
ment Bank, granted Tunisia two loans for the realization of industrial and 
agricultural projects in Tunisia. 


The first loan is for $10 million repayable over a long period of time on very 
favorable terms including particularly a reduced interest rate. The loan will 
be spent on financing industrial projects in Tunisia's central and southern 
areas, and in the border area between the two countries. 


The amount of the second loan, made on the same conditions, totals $20 mil- 
lion. 


It will go to finance agricultural projects in the south of Tunisia. 


In a speech made on this occasion, Noureddine Hached emphasized the closeness 
of the special relations between the two countries, and the exemplary nature 
of bilateral cooperation which has been constantly strengthened since the 
signing of the treaty of fraternity and concord by Presidents Bourguiba and 
Bendjedid in March 1983. Today, this cooperation has been extended to all 
sectors, he said. 


In the name of the president, and the Tunisian government and people, Hached 
also thanked Algeria for its latest display of active solidarity with Tunisia. 
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KUWAIT 


U.S. POLICY IN GULF CRITICIZED 
Kuwait AL-TALI'AH in Arabic 23 Oct 85 pp 18-19 


[Article by Dr 'Abd-al-Hadi Khalaf: “America Gains Increased 
"Rights' of Intervention” ] 


[Text] In its 5 September 1985 issue, the NEW YORK TIMES 
newspaper published an article by Gwertzman, its writer 
specializing in defense affairs, on the agreement of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia to give the United States the right to use Saudi 
military bases and installations in case of “Soviet aggression” or 
acrisis in the Gulf which is “beyond the ability of the kingdom 
to resolve.” 


The article was based on a secret report presented by Richard 
Murphy to members of Congress, summarizing a study undertaken by 
the American government of its military sales to states of the 
Middle East. 


The article attracted wide attention and long sections of it were 
published in some Arab newspapers. It also attracted official 
denials. In spite of their denials, the reality of the agreement- 
accord can not be denied. 


By this agreement-accord, the clock is turned back more than two 
decades, to the time when the United States enjoyed the right to 
use Saudi military bases and installations. 


With this agreement-accord, the lack of credibility of the calls 
we have heard repeatedly that “the security of the Gulf is the 
responsibility of its residents” can be judged anew. [In spite of 
their repetition over more than 15 years, these calls still have 
not changed the tangible reality. Nothing on the horizon 
forecasts that. 


At any rate, the agreement-accord means stationing American forces 
on Saudi territory only in the cases of a "Soviet attack" or a 
crisis in the Gulf. From a formal standpoint, this situation is, 
certainly, better than that which obtains in other Gulf countries, 
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such as Oman, Bahrain or the Emirates, where American forces, 
under various cover, are actually stationed, along with their 
ships and planes. 


But this point is formal only. Experience of cooperation with the 
United States by many Arab and non-Arab states confirms that the 
United States is not content merely to obtain a signature giving 
it “the right to use bases and installations,” but it works, 
directly for practical implementation of the “right.” 


It works to create suitable means to make implementation of its 
right an acceptable matter, or, rather, a matter desired by those 
in power and authority in the country friendly to it. 


The United States does not need to go far in its search for 
justifications of its military presence in the Arab Guif region. 
The war in the Gulf is unabated--in all of its ramifications--as a 
war of attrition. Clearly and importantly, it is marked by all of 
the characteristics by which it may be described as what the 
agreement~accord calls “ a crisis beyond the abilities of the 
kingdom to resolve.” This means, in other words, that the option 
to send American forces to use these bases and installations is an 
option for which all of the conditions and considerations are 
available. All that is needed is for the officials of the 
Pentagon to decide that the time has come to exercise it. 


This means, also, that an important issue, the introduction of 
foreign forces in to the territory of an independent state, and 
the possession of influence and standing at the regional level--by 
means of the agreement-accord mentioned--has come to be a matter 
beyond the frame of the power of the officials of the relevant 
countries, and, from a practical point of view, is confined to the 
Pentagon. 


Naturally, the Gulf has no fear of a Soviet attack, since Kremlin 
officials have repeated their peaceful intentions toward the Gulf 
region. Perhaps Soviet initiatives related to preserving a stable 
security and peace for the xvations surrounding the Gulf are 
greater proof of these peaceful intentions, in spite of the 
negative attitude these states have taken toward these 
initiatives. Naturally, American forces will never enter the 
larger countries of the Gulf as a result of a Soviet attack. 

There is no possibility of this. 


The more likely scenario is for the United States to continue to 
expand the forms of its military presence in the region by using 
"the rights belonging to it” for this that are set down in writing 
in agreements between it and some of the states of the region. 
However, this expansion can not continue easily unless the 
guardian United States is able to continue the protusion of 
security crises in countries of the Gulf, and as long as the long- 
lived crisis of the Gulf war continues. 











Beyond this, since American intervention will never result from a 
“Soviet attack,” the efforts of those concerned with the apparatus 
of destruction and disorganization in the American Central 
Intelligence Agency will be intent on introducing a variety of 
security crises in one or more of the countries on the Gulf 
region, in view of the fact that these security crises form the 
cover needed to increase and reinforce the American military 
concentration in the region. 


Since the issue has become, simply, that the majority of the 
states of the region are not able, for suitable foreign and 
domestic reasons, to agree to station a larger number of American 
forces in them, as America would like, unless a crisis which these 
States can not resolve has occured, the regional conclusion is for 
the United States to continue to aggravate the situation in the 
region to create a state of fear among the local officials, so 
that it becomes acceptable and desirable to station its forces, 
equipment and material in the region. 


Something like this scenario means creation of a situation 
characterized by an organic connection between the number and 
frequency and degree of violence of security crises and the size 
and type of the American military presence. The more the crises 
increase and the more violent they become, the more the “demand 
increases for a larger, more dense and more technically developed 
American military presence. 


In a digression, everything that is needed to bring about an 
increase in the security problims vf the countries of the region 
and to bring about an inclination for these crises is available, 
because there is a new type of crisis which the region has not 
seen before that is, the development of crises without a social or 
political background, that do not rest on the usual pressure 
groups or on social alliances among the citizens of the countries 
of the region who are disadvantaged politically, socially or 
economically in terms of the course on which the regimes are 
oriented. 


In connection with the preceding is the continued presence of 
"anonymous" groups carrying out terrorist and sabotage actions 
that are deceptively attributed to this or that opposition group, 
and so suitable conditions and circumstances become available for 
the Americans to provide whatever “assistance” they can. 


As for this part of the application of thé scenario, we have not 
seen the “anonymous” groups. They are unable to mobilize the 
elements needed to create security crises of any magnitude. The 
Gulf teems, as is well known, with many who are capable and 
inclined to join the plans of these “anonymous” groups, and the 
Gulf teems with plenty of people ready to sacrifice themselves. 
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Having already turned over the keys to the house to someone who 
has announced, often and repeatedly, his firm desire to occupy it, 
there is no possibility, after all that has been published by 
officials of the White House and the Pentagon in terms of threats 
and claims that “the security of the Gulf region is a strategic 
part of the security of the United States,” that they are 
concerned with the security and peace of our region. They are 
concerned, first and last, with the security and peace of the 
interests of the United States of America in our region. 
Notwithstanding the political and financial sacrifices that have 
been imposed on the states of the region, and the abuse that has 
been imposed on their sovereignty and on the security and comfort 
of their people for the sake of guaranteeing the security and 
peace of American interests (economic, political and strategic), 
and notwithstanding, with all due emphasis, the disastrous results 
caused by continued growth of the size and power of the American 
military concentration in our region for the sake of the security 
of the region and the security and peace of the world, perhaps the 
most direct and prominent of these results is the confirmation of 
these states of the region joining in American plans and projects 
hostile to the real interests of the peovles of the region and the 
other peoples of the world. 


12780/13068 
CSO: 4404/28 


32 








JPRS-NEA-86~004 
13 January 1986 


KUWAIT 


INFORMATION MINISTER ON DEMOCRACY, SECURITY, PRESS 
Paris AL~MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 12 Oct 85 p 61 


{Interview with Shaykh Nasir Muhammad al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah, 
minister of information for Kuwait, by Sulayman Nimr: "Democracy 
and Kuwait Are Inseparable Twins"; date, place not given] 


[Text] No one can deny that the democratic experiment which 
Kuwait has been experiencing since its amir, Shaykh Jabir al- 
Almad, restored the practice of the constitution, and since the 
last parliamentary elections, which were held 8 months ago, is 
real. Any visitor to Kuwait can notice it and can see this 
political interaction between the citizen and his government. 


The political interaction between the citizen and the nation is 
what made all Kuwaitis, in their various groups and their various 
intellectual and political tendencies, rally around the amir of 
their country when he was the object of an assassination attempt. 
The political interaction about which we are speaking is what made 
all Kuwaitis, in their various views and opinions, stand as one in 
defense of their country when the security of this country was 
threatened by the bombing of a popular coffeehouse this past 
summer. 


The political interaction between the citizen and the nation, and 
between the citizen and the state, can only be caused by the 
existence of real democratic political life, which makes the 
government accept other opinion and take it into consideration, no 
matter how strident or critical it becomes. There are many 
examples of this. Perhaps the best known of them is the case of 
the interpellation of the former minister of justice, Shaykh 
Sulayman al-Du'ayj al-Sabah, which resulted in the resignation of 
the minister but not dismissal of the deputies. 





When we met with the Kuwaiti minister of information, Shaykh Nasir 
Muhamad al-almad al-Jabir al-Sabah, we presented all of these 
fears to him in this conversation: 


[Question] In a well-known statement, the amir of Kuwait, Shaykh 
Jabir al-Ahmad, said: "We believe in democracy and freedom, in 


33 














principle and program. We must practice them in all of their 
senses.” Does this mean the continuation of your democratic 
experiment without limit? Or that the Kuwait government thinks 
that there are definite limits that may not be crossed in 
democratic life? 


[Answer ] We all believe in democracy as a means and way of life. 
Therefore, the words of our revered amir, Shaykh Jabir al-Ahmad, 
that you mentioned in your question are a true expression and 
realistic reflection of what the amir, the government and the 
people of Kuwait believe. It is a belief that we always translate 
into action, not just today, but since the establishment of the 
bases of democracy in our country by his highness the late amir 
Shaykh ‘Abdallah al-Salam al-Sabah. Even before independence, 
consultation, freedom of opinion and expression and supremacy of 
the public interest were frameworks that ruled our lives. History 
and the events that Kuwait has experienced in the past and the 
present are the best witness to this. 


As for the limits about which you asked, which may not be crossed 
in the practice of democracy, I believe that the true practice of 
democracy, raising the level of awareness and putting the public 
interest above all considerations are all guarantees changing, 
without overstepping, democracy. Our people have proved, praise 
be to God, that they are responsible and are exercising their 
natural right to democracy. 


[Question] The events that have happened recently in Kuwait, 
which have threatened its security, beginning with the attempted 
assassination of the amir of the country and ending with the 
explosion in the popular coffeehouse--what affect have they had on 
democratic life in Kuwait? 


[Answer] The great rallying around his highness Shaykh Jabir al- 
Ahmad after the treacherous attempt this past 25 May confirms the 
soundness of the path on which Kuwait is moving. Kuwait, its old 
men, youth, women and young men rushed to stand as one person 
behind the amir of the country. This certainly proved something. 
Much more, it proves that the Kuwaiti experiment is a strong and 
lasting experiment. Likewise for the cowardly actions of the 
explosion in the popular coffeehouse which struck peaceful, 
innocent people, included women, children and old men, which was 
aimed, inasmuch as it was aimed at something, at damaging our 
democratic experiment and the system of institutions that we and 
the Kuwaiti people have chosen as a way and program of life. I 
want to go back and emphasize that our Kuwaiti experiment is a 
strong and lasting experiment. It will continue. 


[Question] This means that you think that the democratic path in 
Kuwait has become a reality, requiring that all of its 
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responsibilities and consequences be borne. Are you among those 
who fear for the democratic experiment that Kuwait is 
experiencing? 


[Answer] The practical experiment has demonstrated, praise be to 
God, that our people have become responsible, and, furthermore, 
that the government, under the directives of his highness the amir 
of the country and his excellency the crown prince, is stongly 
desirous of deepening democratic practice in Kuwait and working to 
anchor its bases. Therefore, there is no room for fear for the 
future of democracy and continuation of its course in Kuwait, no 
matter what its result. In truth, the duration of the democratic 
experiment always makes us confident that the course of democracy 
will continue and that the cooperation between the legislative and 
executive authorities will continue, to the good of the country. 


[Question] Do you believe that the Kuwaiti democratic experiment 
will have a specific influence on the Gulf region, and has the 
experiment caused some complications with some Arab states? 


[Answer] We practice democratic life in Kuwait according to our 
own satisfaction, in harmony with the way of life that satisfies 
us. Each Arab state has the right to practice the same right and 
to choose for itself what it considers the appropriate form of 
government. I do not believe that our experiment in Kuwait might 
cause difficulty for us or stir up resentment by any state. To my 
knowledge, there has been no agitation of this problem from any 
direction. Moreover, it has had no effect on our relations with 
any state, praise be to God. We have relations of friendship, 
affection and common understanding with all the Arab states, 
whether the Gulf states or other states. This is the biggest 
proof that the the fears and complications that some have 
discussed from time to time have no basis in reality. 


[Question] Many have observed that the Kuwaiti media, 
particularly the Kuwaiti press, is experiencing a real and healthy 
florescence, and is able, under this florescence, to reflect in 
action the democratic atmosphere that Kuwait is experiencing. Is 
this a result of your strong belief in freedom of the press, or is 
this a reflection of the situation through which Kuwait is 
passing? What is the extent of the freedom available to the 
Kuwaiti press? 


[Answer] Whatever freedom the Kuwaiti press enjoys, and whatever 
broad florescence it has achieved and whatever success it has 
realized are matters of which we are proud. We are strongly 
intent on preserving them. The Kuwaiti press has not achieved 
this by chance or accident. Rather, it has done so by virtue of a 
natural development. It is an inevitable result of the system of 
government that has satisfied us since Kuwait obtained 
independence. We have from the beginning sought to give complete 
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freedom to the press and to provide the facilities necessary to 
it. We have allocated coupons at nominal cost to newspapers, and 
we have given them interest-free loans to make it possible for 
them to build presses and purchase modern equipment, so they have 
achieved a high degree of technology and development. The press 
has stood as one in condemnation and criticism of the terrorist 
actions that have afflicted us. This position indicates a great 
degree of viligance, awareness and sensitivity to responsibility. 


[Question] The previous Kuwait government prepared a draft bill 
for a new law on printed materials for submission to the national 
assembly. What is the prospect of this law? 


[Answer] The draft bill is still a proposal on the agenda of the 
national assembly. It was decided to debate and decide on it 
under the previous national assembly. But the number of topics 
submitted to the assembly have delayed issuance of this law so 
far. The ministry received, some time before this past May, the 
brother chairman and members of the committee on education, 
culture and guidance affairs in the national assembly to discuss 
some of the matters pertaining to this law preparatory to 
presenting it to a session of the next assembly. The agreement 
between the government and the assembly guarantees arrival 
together at an appropriate form for this law, so that it becomes 
harmonious with the desire of all and achieves the public 
interest. 


[Question] Reports are mentioned frequently about the 
government's intentions to reorganize the newspapers. This 
reorganization includes incorporation of the papers and their 
transformation into joint organizations. How true are these 
reports? 


[Answer] I find your purveying these reports very strange, since 
you know that the newspapers in Kuwait are owned by individuals, 
organizations or companies. So those who have the right to 
incorporate or change or any thing else of this sort are the 
owners of the papers themselves, not the government. To my 
knowledge, no owner of a newspaper has thought of something like 
this. Everything progresses in a natural way. There is no truth 
at all to these rumors. 


12780/13068 
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JPRS“NEA=86+004 
13 January 1986 


QATAR 


NORTH FIELD GAS FROJECT DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 21 Nov 85 p 14 


{Article signed P.B.: "The North Field Project: To Develop the Largest Gee 
Deposit in the World"] 


(Texf] The economy of Gatar is based on oil and gas, and will still be bssed 
on them in the elst century: oil, extracted since 1949, which led to the 
country’s spectacular development after independence, in 19715 and gas, the 
fucl of the future, which has begun to relay oil. Indeed, the decline in 
world o11 consumption end the fact that Catar will never be a large producer 
have encouraged its rulers to accelerate the development of the huge North 
Field gas deposit, also called North Dome, which is 100 km long and 50 tm 
wide, and lies at the limit of Iranian territorial waters; considered tu be 
the largest on earth, it enables the emirate to rank third worldwide for gas 
reserves, after the Soviet Union and Iran. 


Gil reserves represent only 454 million tons--less than the ennuel production 
of Saudi Arabia--and will therefore last only about 30 years, compared with 
150-200 years for the North Field reserves. In addition, Qatar must comply 
with the quotas imposed by OPEC to cope with the crisis, so that it produces 
less associated gas from oil to operate its factories (87 million cubic feet 
in 1983, compared with 101 million in 1982). It must also expect prices to 
fall again, which may further reduce its 1+evenues compared with the affluent 
period 1973-1980. Finally, the land gas deposit of Khouf--114 million cubic 
feet in 19684--will start to decline in 1988 and will be unable to meet the 
country’s increasing needs. 


$10 Billion 


The very ambitious North Field project will ;+equire an investment of the order 
of $10 billion. It should start by mid-1986 or 1987 at the latest, and be 
completed around 1995. The State holds 70 percent of the ceapital- $6 
billion--and has reserved the rest fo: foreign interests, as follows: Total- 
CFP (French Petroleum Company] (France), 7.5 percents British Petroleum 
(Great-Britain), 7.5 percent; Marubini (Japan), 7.5 percent. The remaining 
7.9 percent could be attributed to a German company o1 to another Jepanece 
company, depending on their marketing capacities. 














Studies concerning the installation of oil-drilling platforms, pumping 
stations and the separation unit were made by the U.S. firm Beclitel. 
Construction will be entrusted to one of the six firms whose bids are inde 
consideration; they include Bechtel end Technip (France) which intend to fourm 
a partnership and thus hope to obtaii the contract. The minister of finance 
and petroleum, sheikh Abd el-’Aziz bin Khalifa, told us that the choice would 
be made public before the end of the year. 


The Gulf Gas Pipeline 


The first 3-4 year stage will require an investment of $2 billion. Its qoal 
will be to meet local demand, i.e. 600-800 millon cubic meters by 1988. 
Should production momentorily excced the demand, the surplus would be 
reinjected pending the implementation of the second stage. The latter will 
require si investment of the order of $5 billion for the construction of 
ea natuial-gas liquefactian plant, with gas being extracted at the rate of 1.4 
million cubic meters per year. Liquefied natural gas would be exported mainly 
to Jepan, Austrelia and other Asian count: ies. 


The third stage will see the construction of 38 gas pipeline specific to the 
Gulf region. Kuwait is seid to be especially interested in Qatari gas, and oa 
Qas pipeline connecting the two count: ies would cost sbout $450 million. It 
could be extended to Turkey, which also needs fuel for its industry. Ankera 
hes already started negotiations with the emirete. The Jurks are also 
considering an extension of the lines toward Greece and Italy, from where the 
gas could be distributed to the rest of Europe by the end of the century. Ihe 
United States, which are concerned by Europe’s gas dependence on the USSR, 
would view such a project favorably: towever, the project may come up against 
competition from Algerian and North-Sea gas. 


Qater’s industrialization focusses on petrochemistry and fertilizers in order 
to recover the associated gas that used to be burnt off and therefore lost. 
Since its cost price was attractive, it was to be used both as a raw mate: ia! 
and as a fuel and, therefore, was to meke Gatari products competitive. 
Results, however, have been uneven. 


Thus, CAPCO (Gatar Petrochemical Company), whose shareholders are QGPC (Gatar 
General Petroleum Company) with 84 percent of the capital and the French 
company CDF-Chemistry (French Coal Mines/Chemistry] (16 percent) shows 4 
deficit: there is not encuch of the associated gas used to make ethane so 
that, in this sector, the plant operates at 60 percent of its capacity. To 
remedy the problem, an ethane recovery unit (500 of the 1,100 tons required 
per day) should be completed in the next few months. CGAPCO will then be able 
to produce, as scheduled, 280,000 tons of ethane, 160,000 tons of low-density 
polyethylene used to make plastic films, and 4,600 tons of sulfur. But even 
with an output rate of over 100 percent, will it make a profit when 
polyethylene prices have dropped from $700 to $450 per ton? 


A Chemicel Industry 


QAFCO (Gatar Fertilizer Company), e4 percent of whose capital is held by No sk 
Hydro from Norway, hes achieved production records. With 632,000 tons of 
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ammonia and 734,000 tons of urea in 1984, it made a net profit of 172 million 
rials. But its management fears that the results may not be as gqood this 
year, due to lower prices. QUASCO (Qatar Steel Company), which has two 
Japanese shareholders (Kobe Steel, 20 percent; Tokyo Boeki, 10 percent), is 
experiencing similar problems: during the first half of 1985, it beat its own 
records with a production of 263,000 tons of steels, exported mainly to Gulf 
countries, but it has suffered indirectly from the dumping practices of Brazil 
and South Korea, which caused prices to drop to around $230 per ton. 


The results achieved in the private sector and in the banking sector are 
controversial. Merchants and bankers imply that they will show a deficit this 
year. The government points out that they expressed the same concern during 
the past 3 years but that both still made profits, albeit smaller, in a 
country where subsidies are many and taxes unknown. 


Under these conditions, the crisis forces the State and the private sector to 
exert rigor and increase productivity at a time when the iational budget shows 
a deficit and some companies are complaining that they are paid several months 
late. Finance officials, however, point out that the situation 15 sound and 
that the country’s reserves amount to $8 billion, bringing in some $%700 
million per year. 


Priority projects have been temporarily shelved. For instance, the giant 
electric power and seawater desalination plant of Al-Wousail; this project, 
however, cannot be delayed for long as industrial and social needs are 
increasing. Similarly, the construction of a military airfield, the need for 
which is felt, may have to wait for better days. Imports have also been 
reduced by about 20 percent in 1984, amounting to 4.17 billion 1ials, compared 
with 7 billion in 1982 and 5.29 billion in 1983. 


Simultaneously, planners are studying ways of reducing expenditures” and 
increasing revenues. Indeed, most services, including educstion and health 
care, are free for all. Also, the Qatari do not pay for water or for 
electricity. Electricity is provided to non-Qatari and to manufacturers at 
one fifth of its actual cost, which places a burden of 1.3 billion rials on 
the State. As for qasoline, it costs only 60 cents per gallon, i.e. FF 4.80 
for 4.5 liters. Abolishing or reducing these benefits may be unpopular, but 
it is quite possible that the Gulf Cooperation Council will mske_ the 
governments’task easier by formulating recommendations and recalling that’ the 
time of the providence-State and cheap energy is over. 


9294 
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13 January 1986 


QATAR 


STRONG POLITICAL, CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH FRANCE DISCUSSED 


Paris LE MONDE in French 21 Nov 85 7 13 


(Article signed P.B.: "“ FParis-Doha: From A Mariiage of Convenience to Falling 
in Love") 


Clext] Relations between France and Gatar began with a marriage of convenience 
and continued with romance, so that this State has become the most francophile 
in the region; e region that, for two centuries and until independence isn 
1971, had remained a British preseve. The splendor of the emir’s, sheikh 
Khelifa bin Hamed Al Thani’s official visit, starting on 20 November, and its 
exceptional] cherecter--it is one of four official visits to France this year-- 
illustrate the importance that Paris attaches to its ties with Qatar. It also 
underlines the strength and regularity of bilateral relations: the emir came 
to Fiance on an official visit for the first time on 27-28 October 1975, = and 
Mr Giscard d’Estaing in turn went to Gatar on 4-5 March 1980. 


Another symbol: on 31 Uctober, the ground was broken for the construction of 
the French embassy seat in the new residential district of Doha. When it is 
completed, in 15 months and st a cost of FF 50 million, the building will 
house the ambessador’s residence and the chancellery. "The construction of 
this embassy is proof that France has confidence in the future of Qatar, which 
is a well-run state," we were told ty the French ambassador, Mr Fernand Brejon 
de Leverquee. 


Diplomatic relations between Paris ond Doha were establistied only a few days 
before sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad, then crown prince and prime minister, acceded 
to power, on ¢c’e February 1972. At the time, he wented to keep his distance 
from Great-Britain which, as a result of colonization, was still] very much in 
control. For its part, France wenteu to achieve a "breakthrough" in the Gulf. 
However, it was Qatar that took the initiative of a rapprochement and, already 
in July, it was the first of the emirates in the region to appoint an 
ambessador to reside in Paris. 


The emir had appreciated the ab policy piacticed by teneral de Gaulle aftei 
the Algerian war and especially after 1957. He thought that Paris would be a 
good "locomotive" in bringing Europe along this road, to counterbalance ihe 
two superpowers. France was also to contribute to the development of the 
young State and advise it in matters of armament and defense. For its part, 





Paris cowld not ignore that, despite its small size, Qstar possessed huge gas 
deposits and had the highest per-capita income in the world. This was e solid 
basis on which to cultivate a policy of reciprocal and mutually profitable 
interests. 


How can we account, however, for the fact that feelings were added ic 
convenience? We can mention varicus causes, having to do with men and 
circumstances. It is probebly significant thet the emi: ’s political adviso:, 
Mr Hassan Kamel, a highly educated Egyptian, studied in Fiance and is very 
much attached to our language. He also used French to deliver Gatai’s 
candidacy speech at the United Nations. The emir then liked his first stey in 
Paris and, since then, has been taking his vacations in France with his family 
every year. He hes acquired an estate in the South of France and hiied a 
private tutor to teach French to his family. 


Ranking Sth 


In turn, several ministers and high officials started learning French, = and 
French instruction was introduced in Qatari schools. 


This climate of friendship helped the French economic breakthrough in the 
peninsula; it would have been still far more vigorous if French manufecturers 
and businessmei were more dynamic and more visible, like thei: mais 
competitors. 


Indeed, France dropped from the third to the fifth rank of Qatar ’s Suppliers, 
with 3.4 percent of Qatari imports, following Japan (19.2 percent), Great- 
Britain (14.6 percent), the United States (9.1 percent) and the FRG (7.¢ 
percent). In 1984, French exports amounted to FF 800 million (vs. only FF 45 
million in 1973), but its imports, especially its oil imports, amounted to FF 
4.5 billion. Until now, it appears, the deficit was made up for to an extent 
that is not known by arms sales. 


Hiowever, declining revenues have led Qatar to cut down on this budget rtem. 
True, the government appointed a French company to study the construction of a 
military base and aircraft runway, but the construction of the project itself 
is no longer a priority item. 


From Technip to "Poison" 


Until now, the French as a whole had been swarded large contracts: electrical 
installations: salt-water desalination, port facilities, telephone, etc. 
Technip built the large Oum-Said :efinery, and this highpoint cf bilsterel 
cooperation in the field of petrochemistry was the first industrial cross- 
investment made with an Arab country. The Dunkirk petrochemical comple, 
COPENOR (Petrochemical Company of the North) was financed 60 percent by CED- 
Chemistry (French Coal Mines/Chemistry] and 40 percent by the OGFC (Cate) 
General Petroleum Company), and in Qatar both firms own the CAPCO [expansian 
unknown] comple». 


f& mejor future praject is the development of the North Field gas deposit, in 
which Technip, which has already proved itself, hopes to participate; because 





of its scope and duration, the project will have numcrous spinoffs in various 
industrial cectors. Other major projects, however, may well be fewer then in 
the past; for the time being, the laracst are the water and electric powe) 
plant of Al-Wousail and the military bace. 


But there are also a number cof projects, ranging from 50 to 300 million rials, 
which are not insignificant. The agricultural field, although limited, could 
be promising and could interest the French in two respects: develoment of new 
lend and reconstitution of the ground water table. We should aleG mention the 
improvement of the sewer system, the modernization of the towns of Madinet-al 
Chamal and Wakra, the construction of new headquarters for the Consultative 
Council, and other buildings. 


lf France wants to improve its belance sf payments with Qatar, it must not 
rely solely om Jarge contracts, but persuade small and medium-size firms to 
Show Some imaginetion and dynamism, even if thet mesns banding together to 
export. It 15 surprising thet Fraice should have cold unly 300 of the 15,000 
cars imported by Water in 1984, eecpecially fiom Japan and Germany. On the 
other hand, seles of perfumes and cosmetics totalled mare than car sales: when 
it ventured to qo on location to intioduce its latect perfume, "Poison," the 
Christian Dior team "made e great hit"! Similarly, the success of Ai ques 
Crystal, whose products sare found thiuughcut the peninsule, should serve as an 
example to other companies of e cimilar Size in fields aS varied as peinte, 
ink, paper, household appliences, small supplies, etc. Actually, the mein 
problem of many French companies is that they do not know how to take 
advantage of circumstances*® end af the favorable ground maintained by the 
politice] and cultural dialoque that goes on between the two States. 


9294 
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kK This, 8 Symposium to present Cater end its potential wae organized 1i18 
September by the French-Arab Chambe: of Commerce with the aid of the Gata: and 
French embessies. 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


IiOUSING PLANS--Mr 'Abd-al-Rahman al-Dirham, director of the public housing 
department in the Qatari Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, said that the 
construction boom in Qatar has begun to make progress especially in the area 
of providing suitable dwellings for the Qatari family. Mr al-Dirham added 

in an interview with the newspaper AL-RAYAH that he had begun to fulfill the 
desires of the Qatari family for a high quality dwelling having finished 
drafting plans to construct a dwelling composed of four bedrooms, a living 
room, a dining room, a family room, a kitchen, a storeroom, and four bath- 
rooms. The floor space will be no less than that allocated for senior Qatari 
officials. The foundation on which the dwelling for fixed income families is 
to be built is expandable for the future. These dwellings are currently under 
construction. Mr al-Dirham explained that the conditions for receiving public 
housing are that the beneficiary be a Qatari national from a fixed income 
group between the ages of 20 and 50, married, willing to submit to a medical 
examination, unable to build a suitable dwelling for himself and not benefit- 
ing from any other housing program. The director of the public housing de- 
partment in the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs said that there are no 
difficulties or problems facing the work, but housing projects depend on a 
number of governmental agencies and this makes it necessary for those who 
undertake the projects to take their time and study the matter. Concerning 
Gulf cooperation in the field of housing, Mr Dirham said that in the light 
of the meetings which have taken place regarding the housing sector a number 
of results and recommendations have come forth including the standardization 
of specifications for building materials, giving priority to construction 
products manufactured in the Gulf Cooperation Council States, as well as the 
standardization and classification of contractors in the Council States. 
[Text] [Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 5 Oct 85 p 17] /9274 
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* January 1986 


SAUDI ARABIA 


MINISTER OF PILGRIMAGES, ENDOWMENTS INTERVIEWED 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 10 Sep 85 p 3 


[Report on interview with 'Abd-al-Wahhab 'Abd-al-Wasi', minister of pilgrimage 
affairs and religious trusts: "Kingdom Spares No Effort in Establishing 
Service Projects, Paving Roads, Digging Tunnels and Building Hospitals To 
Serve Pilgrims"; Jiddah, date not given] 


[Text] Jiddah (Saudi News Agency)--His Excellency 'Abd-al-Wahhab 'Abd-al- 
Wasi', minister of pilgrimages and religious trusts, stated that the kingdom, 
under the leadership of His Majesty King Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz, keeper of the 
Holy Places, and his highness, the crown prince, is sparing no effort and 
withholding no resources in establishing numerous public service projects, 
completing many walkways, digging tunnels, building bridges, paving roads, 
constructing hospitals and clinics, and providing health care in order to 
offer optimal services to pilgrims to the holy House of God. 


In a statement to the Saudi News Agency, his excellency said that all state 
agencies involved with the pilgrimage are mobilizing all forces and capacities 
to organize the pilgrimage activities and to offer all services on a regular, 
planned and organized basis. He indicated thathe foresees the provision of 
more conveniences and facilities for pilgrims at the sites of religious 
ceremonies. 


The minister of pilgrimages and religious trusts made it clear that the 
ministry has special development programs for a continued increase in services 
to the pilgrims. These programs are in keeping with the aspirations of the 
kingdom and in agreement with its goals. No limit has been set; new projects 
to serve pilgrims, he emphasized, will be completed at each new pilgrimage 
season. 


He said that the ministry devotes great attention to all suggestions submitted 
to it for the development of pilgrim-related services, and that it does not 
hesitate to implement any sound ones. 


His Excellency ‘Abd-al-Wahhab 'Abd-al-Wasi' added that the kingdom has 
generously and liberally supported pilgrimage-related services arid the care 
of pilgrims; it has withheld no resource to improve all utilities and to 
install the most modern equipment. 
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His excellency mentioned that he is very hopeful now that the pilgrim guide 
service has been developed and organized into agencies through which many 
matters will be regulated in the future. The idea of creating these agencies 
is one in which the ministry takes pride. It will serve to provide optimal 
services for the pilgrims. 


His excellency indicated that projects to enlarge the mosques used for 
pilgrimage rites and the mosques at Namirah and al-Khayf are among the activi- 
ties of which the ministry is proud and which it considers important and 
Outstanding. He stated that credit for all of this is due first to God and 
then to his majesty the king, who offers support in every field to the service 
of Islam. 


His excellency 'Abd-al-Wahhab 'Abd-al-Wasi' stated that the government of the 
kingdom, guided by Islamic law, is working to organize the pilgrimage and 

to implement measures that will improve and facilitate services to the 
pilgrims. It is not trying to limit the number of people who wish to make the 
pilgrimage, but it is spurring any efforts to organize the pilgrimage and the 
pilgrims. 


Reviewing the most important accomplishments and developments of the last 10 
years in the organization of the pilgrimage, his excellency said that the 
Ministry of Pilgrimages and Religious Trusts has worked constantly since its 
creation; every minister charged with responsibility for the activities of the 
ministry has done his utmost to raise their level. Everything is proceeding 
in the light of policy set by the government. Everything is being supervised 
by his majesty the king, keeper of the Holy Places, who personally directs 

and follows all activities with the goal of raising them to the highest levels 
of execution and development. 


His excellency added that the ministry has paid much attention to mosques, 
especially in pilgrimage areas. In the last 5 years, no fewer than 2,500 
mosques have been added to the mosques in the kingdom, raising the total 
number of mosques in the kingdom to 25,000. The ministry has given particular 
attention to mosques at pilgrimage assembly points. These have been con- 
structed according to the most modern methods and specifications, ina fully 
Islamic style, and they have been provided with public services and utilities 
and parking lots for automobiles and buses. He indicated that the mosque at 
the assembly point of Wadi Muharram has been provided with all public services 
and enlarged to an area of 1,200 square meters, with a capacity of 1,600 
worshipers, at a cost of 24 million riyals. 


His excellency the minister of pilgrimages and religious trusts said that the 
mosque of al-Migat has been completed and that it has been built on the plan 
of the mosque at the Wadi Muharram assembly point. A 10-million-riyal 
contract has recently been signed for the rebuilding of the assembly-point 
mosque at al-Juhfah and for the construction at Yalamlam of an assembly point 
and temporary mosque of prefabricated buildings, until the new projects for 
expansion are completed in the near future. Expansion of the al-Khayf mosque 
at Muna has been completed; its area has been increased several fold, at a 
cost of 60 million riyals. 
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As a convenience to pilgrims, the ministry has installed 2,000 toilets and 
4,000 ablution basins at Mina, at a cost of 6 million riyals. The mosque at 
Muzdalifah has been torn down and rebuilt at a cost of 4 million riyals. 

The mosque at Namirah has been enlarged to an area of about 118,500 square 
meters; huge air-conditioning units, 1,000 toilets and 2,000 ablution taps 
have been installed. Adjoining the mosque are halls for the distribution of 
alms in the name of the late King 'Abd-al-'Aziz Al-Sa'ud (may God bless him). 
The facilities of this mosque extent to world-wide satellite transmission of 
the ceremonies at ‘Arafah. Costs of the mosque amounted to 323 million riyals. 


His excellency added that mosques in Medinah have been enlarged and rebuilt 
following the pattern of those at Mecca, at places of pilgrimage rites, and 

in various other parts of the kingdom. The mosque at Qaba' has been enlarged. 
[His majesty the king,] keeper of the Holy Places, laid the cornerstone for 
this enlargement during the last visit to Medinah. Studies and plans have 
been completed for the enlargement and rebuilding in Islamic style of the 
Mosque of the Two Qiblahs. 


During this year's pilgrimage season, the King Fahd Academy for Printing the 
Koran began to produce the Medinah edition of the Koran. With a production 
capacity of 8 million Korans in various sizes, the academy is one of the 
largest printing projects in the Arab and Islamic worlds. Each pilgrim has 
received a copy of the Medinah edition of the Koran as a gift from [his 
majesty the king,] keeper of the Holy Places. The cost of building and 
equipping this establishment, with its equipment, machines and fully-furnished 
living quarters, came to 1 billion riyals. Costs for its management, opera- 
tion, maintenance and the training of its Saudi personnel have reached 
approximately 1.5 billion riyals over a period of 3 years. 


His excellency the minister of pilgrimages and religious trusts, said that 

the factory producing the Kiswah [the embroidered covering for the Kaaba] has 
been renovated. Everything needed has been provided, enabling the factory 

to produce two coverings for the Kaaba every year. Other improvements con- 
nected with the pilgrimage include the following: The activity of the 
traditional pilgrims' guides has been handed over to organizations. The 
document on pilgrimage traffic has been put into effect, which has already 
contributed to the saving of time and effort by the pilgrims. For pilgrims 
who travel overland, stations have been provided in Mecca and Medinah and rest 
stops on the pilgrimage highway. In the ports of entry, the offices of the 
consolidated bureau of agents have been improved to insure the pilgrims' 
comfort. Attention has been paid to directing pilgrims who become lost at 

the Holy Places and at pilgrimage ceremonies, and a number of centers and 
improved services have been provided. Care has been given to housing pilgrims. 
Work is being done on building state-supervised pilgrim cities in Mecca and 
Medinah. 


Pilgrim transport operations have been developed, with opportunties for each 
new company to participate in transport operations. This has led to competi- 
tion between the operators of these companies in introducing new fleets of cars 
and buses equipped to carry pilgrims over long distances in comfort, with air 
conditioning and toilets. Stations and lockers have been built at the various 
sites where ceremonies take place, at a cost of 65 million riyals. There is 
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a program to build canopies for shade at various ceremony sites, at a cost of 
8 million riyals. 


His excellency said that centers to direct pilgrims have been constructed 

at a cost of 18 million riyals. The ministr, publishes the magazine AL-TADAMUN 
AL-ISLAMI [Islamic Solidarity], formerly called AL-HAJJ [The Pilgrimage] 
magazine, to provide information to the pilgrims. A special department of 
information has been established within the ministry. The distribution of 
books and publications is being expanded. A large Islamic symposium will be 
held to discuss contemporary Islamic problems. Cassette tapes will be 

produced containing questions and answers about the pilgrimage rites in nine 
languages and in accordance with the four legal schools [of Sunni Islam]. 


Thousands of books and publications in the various languages of the Islamic 
world have been distributed to pilgrims. A group of educational programs has 
been produced for radio and television for the information of pilgrims during 
the pilgrimage season. The ministry has paid special attention to pilgrims 
in delegations, to deepening the relationship between them and the ministry, 
and to defining a clear range of services to be provided to the pilgrims in 
these delegations during their presence at the pilgrimage. 


12937/12947 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


VISA FORGERY UNCOVERED 
Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 13 Oct 85 p 5 


fArticle: "Saudi Visa Forgery Racket Uncovered"7 


[ext] 


COLOMBO, Oct. 12 (KUNA): | been used to board Saudi Ara- 


Police in Sri Lanka have unco- 
vered a forgery racket involving 
air tickets and visas for Saudi 
Arabia. 

Police said today that 15 peo- 
ple had been arrested after a raid 
on a house in Galle, about 70 
miles south of Colombo. Police 


bian Airline flights as they were 
too crude. “We believe the 
forgeries enabled the racketeers 
to fleece their unsuspecting vic- 
tims, most of whom had never 
seen an airline ticket before,” a 
senior police official said. 


Samples 


recovercd more than 80 books of — 

forged Saudi airline tickets and - , A spokesman tor Saudi Ara- 
passports with forged Saudi Ara- — ' bian Airlines in Colombo said 
bian entry visas from the house. ' they were expecting police to 


According to the police the 
airline tickets had been printed 
in a press in Colombo. More 
arrests were likely to be made 
over the weekend, police said. 

Stranded . 


Preliminary investigations re- 
vealed the fake airtickets and 
visas had been given to those 


give them samples of the forged 
air tickets and visas together 
with a full report on the racket 
for security reasons. 

Saudi Arabian Airlines oper- 
ates from Colombo on a “tem- 
porary operating permit” as 
there is no bilateral air agree- 
ment between Colombo and 


seeking jobs in Saudi Arabia for Riyadh. 
a sum of about $1,500. A team of Saudi government 
But the clients either got Officials is expected to visit Sri 
stranded at Colombo airport or Lanka next month to negotiate a 
at airports in India. bilateral air agreement between 
Police said the forged airtick- the two countries, airline sources 
ets and visas could never have said. . 
/12851 
cso: 4400/67 : 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


LARGE TIN DEPOSIT FOUND 


Jeddah ARAB NEWS in English 3 Oct 85 p 3 


[Article by Patrick Werr: "At Silsilah Exploration: One Million Tons of 
Ore Found" 





[text] 


JEDDAH, Oct. 2 — Work at the Silsilah 
tin deposits over the last two and a half years 
has uncovered a deposit of one million tons 
of ore at a grade of 0.18 percent tin, 
according to exploration geologists with the 
Deputy Ministry for Mineral Resources 
(DMMR). 

However, although these findings and 
others are “good pointers along the way” 
toward uncovering economic deposits, the 
geologists stressed that the ore was not of a 
sufficient grade or quality to be economic. 
“They are a good incentive to continue 
exploring,” they said. 

DMMR geologists have only been looking 
seriously for tin — along with tungsten, 
which is often closely associated with the 
mineral — in Saudi Arabia for five years. 
Before then there had been little evidence to 
suggest that there were important deposits, 
according to the geologists. 

Since then, three main ore bodies have 
been found. The first was at Baid Al- 
Jimalah, 150 kms southwest of Buraidah. In 
1982 another was found in Bir Al-Tawilah, 
50 kms east of Zalim, and in 1983 a third at 
Jabal Al-Silsilah, 100 kms west of Buraidah. 

The mineralization at Silsilah is scattered 
about a four-square-kilometer area, 


although the most important is located in’ 


several discrete areas. The tin occurs dis- 
persed in highly altered granites. The ex- 
ploration work done at Silsilah was under- 
taken mainly in 1984 and early 1985, and 
included geochemical and geophysical test- 
ing, detailed geological mapping, trenching 
and drilling. The geologists drilled 80 shal- 
low percussion drill holes up to 50 meters 
deep, concentrating on two main areas. 


‘ 
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According to preliminary results, the best 
area evaluated contained about one million 
tons of tin-bearing rock at a grade of 0.18 
percent, with a small amount of silver and 
other minerals. In the other areas there were 
indications of much material, though of a 
lower grade. 

The geologists noted that although thcre 
was a lot of surface tin at Silsilah, there was 
no evidence of any ancient mining, common 
with gold and copper occurrences through- 
out the Kingdom. 

At Baid Al-Jimalah, drilling has indicated 
the presence of quartz veins containing 
mainly tungsten with minor tin. But the 
mineralization uncovered so far is too widely 
dispersed to be of economic interest. 

At Bir Tawilah, similar quartz veins con- 
tain tin, together with tungsten, silver, cop- 
per and zinc. Two other prospects in the 
area contain mainly tungsten. All arc small 
and in themselves would not be economic, 
although further exploration work is justi- 
fied, said the geologists, as it is at Baid 
Al-Jimalah. 

During the last year they have identified 
many areas associated with the mineral. But 
due partly to world commodity prices and 
partly to a need for more testing of the 
occurrences, none as of yet represent econo- 
mic deposits. Drilling is needed to determine 
tonnage and grade. 

Near Abha and Khamis Mushayt down to 
the Yemeni border, widespread tungsten 
mineralization, often associated with tin, has 
been discovered, but only in minor occur- 
rencies. 

There is evidence of alluvial tin on the 
Red Sea coastal plain, especially near 











/12851 
CSO: 


4400/67 


Rabigh. The presence of tin in the sand may 
indicate undiscovered tin-associated granites 
either on the surface or below ground, said 
the geologists. 

Studies carried out by the DMMR have 
led to an understanding of the relationship 


‘of tin and tungsten with certain types of 


granite formed late in the history of the 
Arabian shicld, they added. 

The DMMR had stepped up its explora- 
tion for tin and tungsten deposits, which is 
still in a relatively early stage. However, in 
the last six months there have been sevcre 
cutbacks in regional exploration and in the 
ministry’s ability to drill in areas where there 
have been encouraging results. 

Like gold, tin would be relatively easy to 
mine if economic deposits were found, 
because it can be concentrated on site. The 
valuable, concentrated ore is easily trans- 
ported. Te Pes 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


NGPF ASSISTANT SECRETARY INTERVIEWED 
Cairo AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 15 Oct 85 pp 8-10 


[Interview with Muhammad 'Ali Haytham, assistant secretary general of the NGPF: 
"Violence Is a Barbaric Tool, We Are Not Crusaders Against Communism, We Do 
Not Reject Dialogue With the Aden Regime, They Aim To Liberate the Peninsula, 
600,000 Yemenis in the Open Air--Why?; time and place not given] 


[Text] This newspaper interview was conducted by a 
journalist colleague who works for the Egyptian newspaper 
AL-AHALI, one of the opposition newspapers. However, the 
newspaper's editorial management did not approve its 
publication. AL-WAHDAH is publishing it in its pages as 
a careful political interview conducted by a journalist 
colleague with whom we differ in opinion. He belongs to 
a particular political operation, and we have an outlook 
that sometimes does not agree with his. 


We are therefore publishing the interview, thanking him for 
it, without retouching or interfering with it. As our 

colleague says, "It is a conversation of complete sincerity 
and patriotism."--the editorial staff of AL-WAHDAH magazine. 


"We are striving to open a channel for dialogue between us and Aden, but with- 
out begging." 


"Because dialogue is the only language of civilization, and because bullets 
are a logic opposed to words and discourse, thus the future is always the 
victory of dialogue and the retreat from violence and hope lies in man as 
a creature of reason, not in man as shooter of bullets. There is where one 


begins from." 


Entering into a long discussion with one of the makers of the revolution, one 
who at the same time is one of the rebels against the government, is perhaps 
an operation surrounded with dangers: the clash is violent, the enmity is 

bloody, and the search for meeting places is like the search for a needle in 


an endless desert. 


However, if we agree on the need for dialogue and for overcoming the dichotomy 
of bullets and words, there is no avoiding the search for "the needle." It 


is absolutely necessary. 


5] 

















Hence comes the conversation with Mr Muhammad 'Ali Haytham, assistant secre- 
tary general of the National Grouping of Popular Forces [NGPF] in South Yemen, 
former prime minister, and one of the "sons of Dathinah" who embarked on 

the epoch-making battle with British imperialism and who took hope as their 
companion at the dawn of their youth. He is still giving, in spite of having 
moved from the seats of power to those of opposition, from being a man whom 
the state protected and whose life it saved, to being a man pursued by the 
cars of murderers and death squads out to bring back his head at any price. 


What did Muhammad 'Ali Haytham say? What are the real points of difference 
between him and the government in his country? To what extent has the opposi- 
tion shown sincere intentions toward a national democratic dialogue to save 
the country and stop the continuous whirlpools of violence? 


Here are Muhammad ‘Ali Haytham's answers: 


[Question] Mr Assistant Secretary General, is it possible for us to define 
the issues on which dialogue between you and the Aden regime can concentrate? 
Or is the possibility of dialogue nonexistent, so that disagreement has turned 
into a breach? 


[Answer] The most important of the issues about which we disagreed is the 
method of operations. When we disagree, it is necessary that we rise to the 
level of debate, which means rejecting violence as a means of solution and of 
conflict settlement. The first of these issues was the use of violence 
against the elements that fought and participated in making the revolution, 
comrades in arms and builders of independence. I would mention that when I 
was interior minister, I was surprised to find 3,500 prisoners. I immediately 
stipulated the formation of a committee to investigate the matter with a view 
to their release within 3 months. And it was so. 


Nevertheless, violence remained the authorized means of conducting the 
struggle, until the dominant mentality came to operate only through such 
violence. I objected. 


A scientific method is one thing; what it does is something else. I do not 
condemn violence; I condemn indiscriminateness in its use. The principal 
conflict at a particular stage in history was with imperialism. Violence was 
called for. 


I confess that we were extreme in violence against imperialism. We showed it 
no mercy, and it in turn showed us no mercy. Imperialism put us into a closed 
circle: killer or killed. So there was no escape from violence. 


However, things have to be different when we are sitting in the seat of 
authority. Violence should not be the language among us. Bullets should not 
be aimed at the hearts of our brothers and countrymen. 


So as not to exaggerate, let me ask: 
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What is the result today? 
-- An endless chain of violence, terrorism and murder. 


There are more than 600,000 Yemeni citizens unable to return to their country. 
You would cry if you saw them in North Yemen or in the canyons of Saudi Arabia, 
out in the open air. they are no longer even able to buy tents! 


These are men who used to own their houses, lands and animals. They lost 
everything and went off to wait for aid from the United Nations and the 
Catholics, aid that stopped 5 years ago! 


-- To say nothing of the hundreds of thousands who were killed inside the 
country. 


(Sadly) What if it had happened in Egypt or in any other Arab country? Would 
we disagree about condemning or opposing it? 


We are not incapable of using violence. Any man can be as violent as the next. 
We are seeking dialogue, another language--civilized men and not savages! 


[Question] But what has the NGPF done to oppose all this violence? 


[Answer] I can say that since we began to participate in the opposition to 
the regime, we have "muzzled" this style of violence. This has been done 
through the possibility of creating political and national conditions that 

can help us complete the dialogue and express ourselves in a higher language-- 
and not losing this [possibility]. 


The NGPF and the Conditions of Rule 
[Question] What is the nature of these conditions that the NGPF can create? 


[Answer] We do not create conditions. We call for dialogue. It is absurd 
for this bloody current to continue relying on violence as the only instrument. 
We say clearly that enough of our countrymen have been lost. We say that 
violence is not our goal. 


[Question] Has the NGPF set any conditions for participation in the present 
government as a basis for dialogue or meeting? 


[Answer] It is difficult for a person to propose conditions before meeting 
with the other side. When I propose conditions, that does not reflect a 
Sincere intention. It means that I am intent on obstructing, not on dialogue, 
and that would prove to the other side that we do not desire relations and 
discussion. 


Hence, we have no conditions at all. Rather, we come forward with sincere 
intent to overcome all the problems that stand between us and the meeting. 


[Question] What have you offered to prove good intentions? 
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[Answer] We have said frankly that all of us are ready to return as citizens, 
not as sharers in the government. But what guarantee does the other side 
offer? The wall of trust between us and them has collapsed. If you asked 

any of the citizens who have been chased out of the country, he would reply 

to you in the negative. 


Patriotism and the Experience of Power 


[Question] Does you lack of trust come from your personal knowledge of the 
elements of the regime? Or does this evaluation come in the light of "the 
experience of power"? 


[Answer] There is no dispute about the patriotism of the present elements and 
about theirlove of their country. That, however, was in the past. 


Power strips a man and makes him insolent, if he does not examine his con- 
science and hold to his principles and morals. 


We differ with the regime as a "ruling establishment," not as individuals. No 
one can deprive them of their patriotism. We do not condemn individuals; we 
condemn particular practices. 


[Question] What, then, are the steps that you in the NGPF have taken toward 
the expected dialogue? 


[Answer] In October 1980, we issued a communique in which we expressed our 
readiness for dialogue. We requested it from the regime in order to spare 
our people further bloodshed. What we are concerned about fundamentally is 
the individual Yemeni inside the country. In 1983, we sent out another call. 
In spite of this, the violent actions continued. 


[Question] Mr Assistant Secretary General, are you hostile to socialism? 


[Answer] I am against mistaken actions, not against human ideas in general. 
Marxism is a great human idea. There are more than 1.2 billion people on 
earth who embrace Marxism and are applying it in their countries. How can 
we condemn ideas? 


[Question] What, then, is the point of difference in regard to the actions 
of the regime? 


[Answer] For example, there is the theory of class struggle. I have studied 
and know that this theory was only created by various circumstances and 
conditions in the history of Europe. In Yemen, however, we are a tribal 
society. We have different circumstances and other conditions. We do not 
have class contradictions in the scientific sense of the word, nor has a class 
conflict developed in the European social and political sense of the term. 

How can we jump over reality and ignore it to such an extent? How can we 
subject our society to propositions and ideas that do not spring from its 
history and conditions? Our dispute is with application, not with theory. 
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Criticism and Frank Answers 

[Question] Let me be completely candid with you: What we hold against the 
Opposition is that it has become the protege of the anticommunist front. It 
has become part of the world propaganda campaign to combat communism, and it 
no longer distinguishes between communism and the regime it opposes. 


[Anwer] When we attack the Marxist regime in Aden, that does not mean that 
we are attacking Marxism or communism in general. 


We condemn the application of Marxism in our country. We condemn the 
Marxists, not Marxism. We are not crusaders against communism! 


[Question] What is the real role of the opposition grouping now? 

[Answer] That is a very embarrassing question. 

[Question] We agreed to be frank. 

[Answer] (Smiling) The real role is to restore hope in the souls of those 
who have been forced out of their homeland--to restore it after their dreams 
of return have been scattered and they have been overcome by a deadly 
despair. 

The second role is to help these people with food, clothing and tents. The 
third role is to care for students and provide scholarships for them. But 
the important role that we strive to perform is to open a channel of dialogue 


between us and the regime--without begging. 


[Question] What moved you to disagree with your comrades in arms, especially 
on the subject of "exporting revolution"? What did they mean by that? 


[Answer] (Smiling) They were aiming to liberate the peninsula! 
[Question] Was that the only point of difference? 


[Answer] No, there were other causes, such as violence directed at comrades 
in arms and lack of respect for the law or violation of it. 


[Question] Are these reasons sufficient to drive them to try several times 
to assassinate you? 


[Answer] (Laughing) Ask them, my friend! 
[Question] Mr Assistant Secretary General, thank you for your frankness. 
[Answer] Thank you. 


12937/12947 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


ACTIVITIES, RESULTS OF PARTY CONGRESS SESSIONS DISCUSSED 
Aden AL-RAYAH in Arabic 17 Oct 85 pp 3-4 
(Article: "Minutes of Third Yemeni Socialist Party Congress" ] 


[Text] The Third Congress, which convened last Friday, held five working 
sessions during which a number of important charters were ratified, including 
the political report that the party's secretary general submitted on party 
activity in the various activities undertaken between the Second and Third 
Congresses. The congress also ratified the major directions of the Third 
(1986-90) 5-year Plan for economic and social development and the report of 
the party's Central Audit Committee. The minutes included several discussions 
of the political report and the major directions of the plan, in addition to 
the party's Central Audit Committee. The congress also received a torrent of 
congratulatory telegrams and greetings from the various Arab and international 
revolutionary movement groups and from popular and creative organizations. 


Opening Session 


Comrade ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, amid warm applause by 426 conferees who came from 
the various governorates, the armed forces, and the party's organizations 
abroad, announced in a resolute and firm voice the opening of the congress in 
the name of the revolution and the party under the great motto "let us struggle 
for the defense of the Yemeni revolution, for the implementation of the 5-year 
plan, and for the achievement of Yemeni unity." 


There was warm applause when Comrade 'Ali Nasir Muhammad took the main podium 
where the Preparatory Committee was seated to deliver a speech warmly welcoming 
the party's representatives who came from the governorates, the armed forces, 
and the party organizations abroad as well as friendly and brotherly delega- 
tions which participated in the congress. He also welcomed the participation 
of Dr George Habash, secretary general of the PFLP. 





Comrade ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad asked the conferees to stand for a minute of 
silence in honor of the martyrs of the Yemeni revolution who shed their pure 
blood on every hill and mountain and sacrificed their lives at the alter of 
freedom for the triumph of the revolution's goals and for the cause of the 
leading Yemeni Socialist Party. 


56 








In his important speech, Comrade 'Ali Nasir Muhammad spelled out the allega- 
tions and losing bets of the revolution's enemies, emphasizing that "the enemy 
bet on the failure of this experience and used to bet on many other things, 

but we have foiled all their bets, one after the other. Here we are, convening 
our congress at the scheduled time, proving once again that our party and our 
people are stronger than all conspiracies." 


The secretary general expressed his warm and highly appreciative greetings 

to all the comrades who, through their creative work and various activities 
and abilities, contributed to the success of the intellectual, political, and 
organizational preparation for the party's Third Congress. 


ihe secretary general expressed special thanks and appreciation to the families 
of the revolution's martyrs and party fighters who gave their lives for the 
triumph of the party's cause and the cause of the Yemeni revolution. He also 
Singled out the laborers, the farm workers, the cooperative farmers, and all 
the country's toiling masses who met the congress with magnificent work in the 
production fieldfor warm greetings and great appreciation. 


He expressed deep-felt thanks to the educated class of journalists, mass 
media personnel, and employees of the cultural, fine arts, and literary fields 
as well as to the ideological front fighters, who devoted all their creativity 
to meet the congress in a fashion, the secretary general said, befitting the 
party's status as a leader, an inspirer, and a guiding force for the people 

in the revolutionary process. 


Furthermore, Comrade 'Ali Nasir Muhammad expressed warm greetings and great 
appreciation to the officers, noncommissioned officers, and soldiers of the 
armed forces, the state security forces, the popular police, and the popular 
militia who protect the country, cefend its sovereignty with courage and 
honor, and safeguard the people's security and stability. 


Comrade ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad expressed similar greetings to students and to our 
mothers and our homemakers who provide the right atmosphere for their husbands, 
brothers, and sons to carry on their revolutionary tasks and national duties 
in the various fields of work. He also included our strategic allies and 
class brothers in the Arab and international revolutionary movement, in the 
forefront of which is the Soviet Communist Party. 





Comrade ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad described the party's Third Congress as an out- 
standing historic event in the lives of the people and a true demonstration 
that our party is continually changing into a real political force for all 
the people. 





He reiterated his confidence that the people will continue to support and 
rally around the party, saying: "The masses cannot relinquish the gains they 
have realized and will defend with all their might their accomplishments and 
financial gains as well as their security and national aspirations." 


He explained that since the convocation of the Second Emergency Congress 5 
years ago, our country has witnessed significant progressive changes which 
no one can ignore. 
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He added: "Our great aspirations can become a reality when, through practical 
action, we direct all our activities and devote all our efforts to their 
realization based on the party's platform, charters, and resolutions and the 
activities of its leading organizations without skipping any phases or over- 
stepping the rules and regulations of historical development." 


In an awe-inspiring procession, the representatives of the Yemeni Vanguard 
Organization entered the conference hall carrying roses, banners, and important 
slogans. They spread out in an orderly manner and one group offered the roses 
to the secretary general and members of the Preparatory Committee and then 

sang some meaningful vanguard songs. 


Following the opening address, the conferees unanimously approved the agenda 
and then elected the conference's chairmanship, which was composed of the 
members of the conference's Preparatory Committee. The following comrades 
were also elected as members of the conference's Secretariat: 


1. ‘Ali Sa'id Muthanna 
2. Riyad al-'Akbari 

3. Salim Bikayr 

4. Faruq ‘Ali Ahmad 


The following were elected to the Information Committee: 


Salim Salih Muhammad 

Zaki Barakat 

Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Qawi 
"Abd-al-Razzaq Sha'if 

Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Rahman Bishir 


NaN whrp — 


The Appeals Committee was elected as follows: 


Mutallaq ‘Abdallah 

"Abdallah Ahmad Ghanim 
Muhammad Salim al-Tawi 

Sayf Munsir 

Ahmad ‘Awad al-Mahruq 
Muhammad ‘Ali Bamuslim 

Sa'd Salim Faraj 

Muhammad Sa'tid ‘Abd-al-Karim 
Salih 'Ubayd 


OONAMN &F&wWwWNh — 


The conference voted on the Secretariat and the Information and Appeals 
Committees originating from the conference and the opening session was 
adjourned. The conference reconvened Saturday morning. 


Second Session 


At the beginning of the session which Comrade Staff Col 'Ali Ahmad Nasir 
Antar, politburo member and deputy chairman of the Supreme People's Council, 
opened in the name of the revolution and the Yemeni Socialist Party under the 





great motto of our party's Third Conference--"Let us struggle for the defense 
of the Yemeni revolution, for the implementation of the 5-year plan, and for 
the achievement of Yemeni unity"--'Ali Nasir Muhammad read the political 

report of the Central Committee, which included the party's activities between 
the two conferences in various economic, political, social, and cultural fields 
and our party's activities on the level of the Yemeni national cause and its 
relations on the Arab and international levels. 


-he secretary general presented in this session the first chapter of the 
report dealing with the consolidation of the party's unity and the strengthen- 
ing of its leadership role as the central link for the development of the 
revolutionary process in our country and the second charter dealing with the 
intensification of ideological action as one of the party's principal tasks. 


In its political report the Central Committee described the conference as a 
new step and a qualitative addition to the revolutionary struggle of our 
party and our people that will become the staging ground for the broader 
development of the revolutionary process in our country on its way to accom- 
plishing the national revolutionary tasks with their socialist horizons. 


Comrade 'Ali Nasir Muhammad affirmed in the Central Committee report that the 
conference was convening after 5 years of fruitful and creative efforts which 
have enabled us to continue our struggle with determination in defense of our 
national sovereignty and progressive accomplishments based on our ideological 
and political choices under the banner of scientific socialism and the 
proletarian international. These choices have been actively embodied in the 
party's program and bylaws and in the resolutions of its leading bodies as 
well as in the revolutionary pursuits of the party'smembers, the cadres, and 
various bodies in our revolutionary course around which the toiling masses 
have rallied and which enjoys the support of our people and the backing and 
appreciation of the international revolutionary movement detachments. 


He emphasized that the past years were fuli of giving and sacrifices and 
witnessed the establishment and intensification of democratic Yemen's socialist 
orientation through the regeneration of political, economic, social, and 
cultural changes. He pointed out that society's social and class structure 

has witnessed important developments which have allowed the influence of the 
working class and its allies to grow and expand while the spiritual life has 
been marked by a measure of revival owing to the expansion and intensification 
of the influence of the working class' scientific ideology coupled with the 
growth of the country's defense capabilities and the consolidation of the 
citizens' security and stability. 


The political report touched on cooperation and coordination with the northern 
region of the homeland, emphasizing its positive effect in resisting the 
imperialist and reactionary forces which are constantly trying to bring about 
tension and fighting between the two regions of the country. 


He stressed the necessity for more caution and vigilance toward the machina- 
tions of the forces opposed to our people's unity and progress. 
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Concerning the policy of peaceful coexistence under our regional circum- 
stances, he mentioned that we have been able to practice it in a way that 
ensures our country's security and ability to provide the proper conditions 
for building a new peaceful life for us, saying that this policy cannot 

be separated from the pursuit of solidarity with the struggle of our Arab 
peoples for the sake of liberation, democracy, and social progress, side by 
Side with the forces of progress, peace and socialism in the world. 


Comrade ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad presented a comprehensive analytical review based 
on the conclusions drawn from and the experiences of revolutionary construc- 
tion. He identified the weak points and suggested ways to overcome them. 


Third Session 


The conference convened its third session yesterday evening at 7 pm to resume 
reading the Central Committee's report submitted by 'Ali Nasir Muhammad. The 
conferees heard Chapters 3-7 which talked about the party's efforts to improve 
the standard of living of the toiling masses as the principal objective of 

the party's economic policy and to modernize the social structure in order to 
consolidate democratic relations and protect constitutional legitimacy in an 
effort to reinforce the government's democratic content and relations between 
the two parts of the country as well as the party's struggle for the sake of 
unity on sound democratic grounds. The report also talked about measures 

to defend peace and realize international relaxation and to foil the imperial- 
ist and Zionist attack on our Arab people as principal party tasks. 


During this session, the secretary general finished reading the Central 
Committee's report and a number of good-will cables and messages sent to the 
conference by a number of friendly and fraternal parties were read. The 
conferees listened to good-will telegrams and messages from the Bulgarian CP, 
the German Socialist Unity Party, the Cuban CP, the Czechoslovakian CP, the 
Polish United Workers Party, and the Vietnamese CP as well as a message of 
good wishes from the Central Committee of the Sudanese CP. 


Comrade Abu Bakr Badib, politburo member, secretary of the Central Committee, 
and member of the conference's chairmanship, who directed the third session 

of the conference, announced the arrival of a number of good-will messages 
from the Lebanese Action Organization, the Egyptian National Progressive 
Unionist Grouping Party, and the General Federation of Palestinian Journalists 
and Writers. 


The conference also received greetings from the General Federation of Labor 
Unions, the National Command of the Popular Defense Committees Organization, 
the Yemeni Writers Federation, the Yemeni Democratic Journalists Organization, 
Yemeni Socialist Party organizations abroad, the Yemeni Democratic Engineers 
Association, the Yemeni Democratic Bar Association, the Petroleum Exploration 
Department, the Yemeni Doctors and Pharmacists Federation, the Yemeni Farmers 
Union, and the Yemeni Women's Federation. 


The Third Congress of the Yemeni Socialist Party began its second session 
yesterday morning at 10 am under the chairmanship of Comrade ‘Ali Nasir 


60 





Muhammad, secretary general of the Central Committee, president of the 
Supreme People's Council, and conference chairman. 


Moreover, a number of good-will messages were read in the conference, including 
a telegram the conference received from the Central Committee of the Soviet 

CP praising the great accomplishments that our Yemeni people have realized in 
consolidating national independence and in building the country, in setting up 
an economy which can grow on the basis of planning, and in dealing with 
important social issues. It also praised the party's growing role in the 
country's economic, social, and political life. 





Fourth Session 


The Third Session of the Yemeni Socialist Party reconvened yesterday morning 
by holding its fourth session under the chairmanship of Comrade ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad, secretary general of the Yemeni Socialist Party's Central Committee, 
president of the Supreme People's Council, and conference chairman. At the 
beginning of the session, Engr Abu Bakr al-'Attas, Politburo member and prime 
minister, announced in the name of the revolution and of the Yemeni Socialist 
Party, under the great motto "let us struggle for the defense of the Yemeni 
revolution, for the implementation of the 5-year plan, and for the achievement 
of Yemeni unity," the opening of the fourth session during which the conferees 
heard discussions and presentations about the Yemeni Socialist Party Central 
Committee's report to the Third Congress. 


Presentation About the Party's Leading Role and Struggle for the Sake of Its 
Unity: 


Comrade ‘Abdallah Nasir Rashid, party secretary in Shabwah Governorate, 
delivered a presentation on the party's leading role and the struggle for 
its unity. 


Presentation About the Party's Social and Economic Policy: 


Comrade Dr Yasin Sa'id Na'man, Central Committee member, deputy prime minister, 
and minister of fish resources, delivered a presentation on the Central 
Committee's report entitled "The Party's Social and Economic Policy." 


Presentation on Reinforcing the Country's Defense Capabilities: 


Comrade Col ‘Abdallah 'Ali '‘Ulaywah, deputy defense minister and chief of the 
general staff, delivered a presentation on the political report entitled "On 
Reinforcing the Country's Defense Capabilities." 


Presentation on the National Cause: 


This presentation about our national cause and the struggle for Yemeni unity, 
which was delivered by Comrade Mahmud ‘Abdallah ‘Ashish, minister of state 
for unity affairs, dealt with the importance of reunifying the Yemeni home- 
land. 
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Ratification of Political Report 


Following the presentation, the speeches, and the general report, Comrade Engr 
Haydar Abu Bakr al-'Attas made a motion to end discussion about the general 
report. The motion was seconded unanimously and the conferees thereafter 
listened to the concluding speech about the report delivered by Comrade ‘Ali 
Nasir Muhammad in which he praised the presentations presented by the 
conference representatives from party organizations in the governorates and 
the armed forces during which they debated the highlights of the political 
report. He explained that the presentations underscored the political line 
and the practical activity of our party's Central Committee during the past 

5 years. Moreover, the future horizons outlined in the report were unanimously 
approved and this gives us a feeling of pride and deep satisfaction. 


The secretary general affirmed that the presentations were marked by a spirit 
of criticism of some aspects of our activity during the past period, explain- 
ing that this had a deep significance not only in our party life but also in 
the courage to identify and uncover shortcomings and propose solutions and safe 
remedies for them. 


He pointed out that the accomplishments in the past phase could not have been 
realized without collective action by party agencies and without the united 
efforts of the party organizations in the governorates and the armed forces 
coupled with party unity with the toiling masses and their democratic organiza- 
tions. He added that the results of our action were the fruit of collective 
efforts by both our party and our people. 


He alluded to the role played by the international support our party and our 
people received from our allies and friends in the international revolutionary 
movement and specifically in the socialist countries led by the USSR. 


The secretary general concluded his speech, saying: "Creative action awaits 
us and we must unite our forces and prove, as we have always done, so that we 
are worthy of our party's confidence, of the wide support our party has 
received from the people, and of the vanguard role we have taken upon ourselves 
in leading progressive change and building the new Yemeni society." 


Upon listening to the concluding speech, the conferees ratified the political 
report unanimously and Comrade Haydar al-'Attas read the conference's resolu- 
tion of ratification. 


Discussion and Ratification of 1986-90 5-year Plan 


In the fourth session, the conferees listened to the main orientation of the 
Third 5-year Plan for economic and social development for 1986-90 by Comrade 
Haydar Abu Bakr al-‘Attas, politburo member and prime minister. They also 
listened to a presentation about the main orientation of the Third 5-year Plan 
presented by Comrade Sayf Munsir. 


Following the presentation, Comrade 'Ali Nasir Muhammad made a motion to 
approve this orientation and they were ratified unanimously. 
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Concluding Speech About Main Orientation of Third 5-year Plan 
Comrade Engr Haydar Abu Bakr al-'Attas delivered the concluding speech in 


that it reflected our party's concern with economic and social issues as well 
aS support and development of the successes achieved in the course of imple- 
menting the last 5-year plan. 


He expressed satisfaction with the enlightened support for the main orienta- 
tion of the Third 5-year Development Plan, emphasizing that the next stage 
will witness creative action and widespread solidarity among all party 

members and party leading agencies in all party organizations in the governor- 
ates and the work place for the sake of implementing the Third 5-year Plan for 
economic and social development as the second program of our Yemeni Socialist 
Party during the next 5 years. 


Engr Haydar al-'Attas said that we will all take firm and confident steps in 
a collective spirit to employ all energies and capabilities in order to reach 
the plan's goals and to accomplish its missions represented primarily in the 
achievement of new growth rates in the various economic sectors, raising the 
productive efficiency of economic structures and existing production units 
and achieving more overall planned improvements in the toiling masses' 
standard of material and spiritual living. 


He expressed confidence in achieving more successes owing to the deep-rooted 
unity between the party and the people, guided by our party's charters out- 
lining our initial choices on the road to completing the tasks of the national 
revolution's democratic phase. 


Moreover, the conference unanimously ratified the draft of the main orientation 
of the Third 5-year Plan for economic and social development for 1986-90. The 
resolution stated the following: 


The Tnird General Conference of the Yemeni Socialist Party ratified the draft 
of the main orientation of the Third 1986-90 S-year Plan. The elected Central 
Committee is charged with examining and reviewing the indicators when discus- 
sing the draft of the Third 1986-90 5-year Plan in the December 1985 session 
for final approval. 


Good-will Messages 


The conference listened during the fourth session to a number of good-will 
messages sent it by the Supreme Committee for Popular Oversight, the Federa- 
tion of International Democratic Youth, the Norwegian CP, the Spanish CP, 

the Yemeni Democratic Artists Union, Yemeni Communists in India, Kuwait, and 
Britain, the Progressive Arab Student Organizations in Czechoslovakia, the 
Council of Arab Teachers Organizations in Democratic Yemen, the Yemeni Pilots 
Society, the Egyptian CP, and the soldiers, NCO's, and officers of the popular 
police. The American CP also sent a good-will telegram. 


63 








The conference also received a cable of congratulations from the Central 
Committee of the Chinese CP. It also received similar cables from the Laotian 
Revolutionary Popular Party, the British CP, and the foreign students organiza- 
tions. A cable from the Central Committee of the Hungarian Socialist Labor 
Party was read to the conference. It affirmed the Hungarian Communists’ 
Supreme appreciation of the long-term economic, social, and political changes 
which have occurred in our country under the leadership of the Yemeni 

Socialist Party. 


The cable from the Hungarian Communists wished the conference success. 


The conference also heard the cable from the National Command of the Syrian 
Socialist Arab Ba'th Party, confirming that the Ba'th Party fighters are 
satisfied with every success achieved by the party and the people in democratic 
Yemen under the leadership of Comrade 'Ali Nasir Muhammad. 


it indicated that the Syrian and Yemeni revolutions are the fulcrum of an Arab 
liberational struggle which brings us together in the whole Arab world. 


Fifth Session 


In the session which convened at 8 pm, the conference considered and approved 
the report of the Audit Committee. The report was read by Comrade Sa'id 
Salim al-Khaybah, chairman of the Yemeni Socialist Party's Central Audit 
Committee. 


According to the conference report, the conference will resume its work 
tomorrow morning, Tuesday, to complete its agenda to allow party and govern- 
ment leaders and conference representatives to celebrate with our people the 
2ed anniversary of the glories of the 14 October revolution. 


Sixth Session 


In a climate of party enthusiasm and popular thrust, and under the motto "let 
us fight for the defense of the Yemeni revolution, the implementation of the 
5-year plan, and the realization of Yemeni unity," the conference will conclude 
its work this morning by holding a final opening session under the chairmanship 
of Comrade 'Ali Nasir Muhammad, secretary general of the Central Committee, 
president of the Supreme People's Council, and conference chairman. 


The conference will issue its final communique on its work, resolutions, 


recommendations, and the outcome of the party's Central Committee and Central 
Audit Committee elections. 


12502/12947 
CSO: 4404/1011 
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JPRS-NEA-86-004 
13 January 1986 


AFGHANISTAN 


RESISTANCE COMMANDER ANALYZES 'STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS' OF WAR 
Kuala Lumpur ASIAN DEFENCE JOURNAL in English Oct 85 pp 104-110 
(Article by Abdul Rashid] 


(Text ] I iy peoples of the Free World have the gratitude of the 
Afghan people for their support of our cause of national 
liberation. 1 hope that, by explaining the situation in Afghanis- 
tan as many thoughtful mujahideen commanders see it today, I 
will be able to help them strengthen this support and, through 
us, to help the rest of humanity in our common struggle against 
the most barbaric of modern imperialist forces. 

It is not our battle alone. Indeed, it is that rare event: a war 
of virtue against evil, of the defence of natural liberties. There- 
fore, it is the battle of the entire Free World. 

By explaining our situation, I hope to clarify the basis of 
our belief that the Soviet Union, with all its military might, 
can still be beaten — as all other evil empires have been defeated 
by freedom-loving peoples. It is our fundamental belief that the 
Soviet Union has reached a climax in its policies — a zenith 
whence it must descend. 





THE INVASION AS A STRATEGIC SOVIET MISTAKE 





The ultimate weapon in the defeat of the Soviet Union will 
be religion. Military force can halt Soviet expansion, but it is the 
impact of religion that will bring about the dissolution of the 
Soviet empire. In this great conflict, the adherents of Christiani- 
ty and Islam — and, indeed, of ali of the world’s great religions 
— can work together. 

The process of unravelling the Soviet empire can begin in 
Afghanistan. The Russians committed a fundamental mistake 
in invading Afghanistan. The invasion undermined the Soviet 
strategy of attacking the Free World through proxies and 
through tHe cultivation of hatred toward the West. Their stra- 
tegy for many years has featured the indirect approach, but 
that strategy has been — and continues to be — negated by the 
invasion of Afghanistan and by the ongoing war against the 
Afghan people. | 

The military intervention in Afghanistan has damaged the 
image and interests of the Soviet Union throughout the Third 
World. In Afghanistan the Soviets have exposed their uniformed 
troops in a war against a poor Third World country which had 
had no imperialist infrastructure to speak of — which, indeed, 
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was noted for its independence throughout the era of colonial 
imperialism. And there was no apparent danger to the Soviet 
Union from these poorly clad, illfed, uneducated and otherwise 
deprived masses.! Afghanistan was a friendly neighbour. Thus, 
by invading Afghanistan, the Soviet Union has earned the 
potential enmity of most of the Third World nations, and has 
created apprehension among them which in every way acts 
against Moscow’s policies and objectives.” 

I can speak from personal experience of the lost Soviet 
opportunity to exploit the anti-American feelings that exist 
among many Muslim youths. The Soviet Union has exploited 
anti-Americanism effectively for many years and in many parts 
of the world. But since December 1979 it has forfeited this 
opportunity by presenting an anti-Muslim and anti-humanitarian 
— in fact, a barbarian — posture to the world in the Muslim 
nation of Afghanistan. ° 

The policy mistake that was thus committed by Moscow is a 
grave one. The Islamic nations are strategically important to the 
Soviet Union and, in some respects, are ripe for exploitation by 
Moscow. After what has transpired in the past five years, how- 
ever, the Soviets cannot take full advantage of the opportunities 
in the Muslim world. On the contrary, they have exposed a vul- 
nerability in themselves that the Free World can exploit in 
bringing about a fatal weakening of the very foundations of the 
Soviet power base. 

The Free World clearly has the resources to defeat the Soviet 
Union in this indirect way, if it will but use them. What is 
needed is the will to win and a strategy for victory. Even before 
that, the Free World must regain its understanding of the fact 
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A Following their invasion of Afghanistan at 2300 hrs on 
December 24, 1979 the Soviets established garrisons in all the 
major Afgha. cities in an attempt to prop up the regime of the 
much-reviled Babrak Karmal. 
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that the Soviet Union is its mortal enemy. I am afraid that the 
democracies sometimes lose sight of this fact, and come to be- 
lieve that they can preserve their security through persuasive 
diplomacy. 

By invading Afghanistan, the Soviets forfeited — at least tem- 
porarily — opportunities elsewhere in this and other regions. As 
just one example, take the Iran-Iraq conflict. Had it not been 
for the Afghanistan invasion, the Soviets could have easily and 
quickly won over Iran following the fall of the Shah — and Iran 
is more important to Soviet strategy than is Afghanistan. True, 
the Soviets now have bases in Afghanistan that are 500 miles 
closer to the Persian Gulf than those in the USSR. Yet, when it 
undertook the invasion, Moscow already commanded bases in 
Ethiopia and the two Yemens, In any case, moreover, if they 
want to cut off oil supplies through the Gulf, the Soviets can 
accomplish this more easily, and at lesser risk, by creating insta- 
bility in the Gulf and other Arab nations through exploiting the 
antagonism of the intelligentsia against the ruling families in- 
stead of taking military actions. In short, their gain in Afghanis- 
tan was not essential to their long-range strategy for expansion 
in the region. 


SOVIET CALCULATIONS 


- f it was such a large mistake for the Soviet Union to involve 
Afghanistan, why did they do it? I believe that the Russians 
knew, when they decided on the invasion, that it would be a 
costly move. They expected resistance, which is why they 
used such a massive number of their own troops in a surprise 
attack, But they were taking a calculated risk, not a reckless 
gamble. For they were certain to lose in Afghanistan if they 
did nothing,* and they weighed that certain loss against possible 
setbacks in the Third World that might result from their in- 
vasion, In these calculations, I believe, they wagered that the 
political damage to their policy for the Third World would be 
only temporary, and that the costs would be great and lasting 
only if the Free World chose fully to exploit the invasion. Thus 
far, the Free World has not done so: while, as I have noted, 

Soviet political losses have been substantial, from Moscow’s 

vantagepoint they have not necessarily been inordinate, nor 

have the economic and military costs been excessive. 

The communist regime that had been installed in Kabul in 
April 1978 came under threat at a bad time for the Soviets, 
because they had not prepared the Afghan population for a 
direct Soviet involvement. At the same time, they obviously 
felt that they had little choice but to invade, for the following 
reasons: 

e The Brezhnev Doctrine might have been shown to be invalid 
if they had waited even a short time longer, because the 
communist regime in Kabul was about to be overthrown. 

e@ Had this overthrow occurred, the Soviet Union — and com- 
munism as an ideology — would have lost prestige and been 
weakened politically throughout the Muslim world.® 

e The overthrow of the communist regime in Afghanistan 
could have given new inspiration to the Muslim population 
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in Central Asia, which has not yet been fully subdued under 

the Russian yoke. 

e A newly free Afghanistan, previously a neutral buffer-state, 
could have become — thanks to its experience with commu- 
nism in 1978-1979 — a frontline state against the Soviet 
Union, possibly to be exploited by the United States and 
other powers. 

e The overthrow of the communist regime in Afghanistan 
could have encouraged dissident populations in Poland and 
other countries under communist control to rebel against the 
Soviet Union. 

For these reasons, the overthrow of the Afghan communist 
regime would have meant not just a regional loss for Moscow; 
but one of larger dimensions. The Soviet stakes in Afghanistan 
were much higher than American stakes had been in Vietnam. 
Afghanistan shares a border with the Soviet Union, whereas 
Vietnam was far from the United States. Afghanistan shares a 
cultural and religious identity with Soviet Central Asia, which 
Vietnam did not with the United States. And finally, the loss 
of Afghanistan would have represented a direct defeat to com- 
munism and could have increased instability in adjacent Soviet 
Central Asia — which both Brezhnev and Gromyko subsequent- 
ly referred to as the “soft underbelly” of the USSR. 

Moreover, against the costs of invading Afghanistan, the 
Soviets have gained certain benefits: 

e The Soviet rescue of a communist regime increased the con- 
fidence of other communist and socialist regimes, particular- 
ly those of Libya, Nicaragua and Ethiopia, in the Soviet 
Union as an ally. 

e To some degree, the Soviets have been able to hold off the 
rising wave of Islam inside the USSR by demonstrating to 
Central Asians that the government can react, and that 
religious insurgency has no future in the Soviet Union. Af.- 
ghanistan had always beer a buffer state hedging the Russian 
empire’s border; now Moscow hopes to use it also as a barrier 
keeping the surge of Islam away from Soviet Central Asia. 

e Through their intervention, the Soviets have succeeded — at 
least temporarily — in preserving the Brezhnev Doctrine. 


———— 


SOVIET PROSPECTS IN AFGHANISTAN _ 


j f, in the next year or two, the Soviet Union should be suc- 
cessful in overcoming the Afghan Resistance and maintain- 
ing a pro-Soviet communist regime of one sort or another, it will 
be helped strategically in every sense. If, on the other hand, it 
cannot crush the Resistance, the war in Afghanistan will increas- 
ingly turn ideological, becoming a war of religion against anti- 
religious communism. Because communism is losing its appeal, 
the Soviets will lose this ideological war. Therefore, Afghanistan 
may become a turning point in history, leading to the ultimate 
defeat of communism. 

The logic behind this projection is as follows. The Soviet 
form of communism is more suitable for a traditional proleta- 
riat. Yet, in modem, technological societies, the proletariat is 
giving way to middle-class, white-collar workers. The middle 
class demands from the nation’s resources a higher standard of 
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living. Communist governments cannot meet these demands; 
this is evidenced even in the Soviet Union itself, where Western 
culture is making inroads and leading to expectations that can- 
not be met. The long lines before Soviet shops that carry West- 
ern goods are proof of those inroads. 

Partly for those reasons, the international Sovict appeal now 
is pitched more and more to nationalism, which they can sub- 
sequently exploit, rather than to communist ideology, in order 
to attract intellectuals wio are predominantly in the middle 
class. In effect, the Soviets are endeavoring to create a nationa- 
list-communist proletariat. 

Ultimately, the appeal to nationalism carries with it dangers 
for the Soviet Union itself, for no amount of propaganda can 
make the Soviet Union itself into a unified nation. So, Moscow 
must try to insulate the various nationalities within the borders 
of the USSR from the potentially divisive effects of nationalism 
while it exploits nationalist sentiment in other countries: And- 
ropov was explicit about this. 

Thus, the Soviet Union faces a sharp dilemma. As the con- 
flict in Afghanistan turns toward ideology, the Soviets become 
losers, because communism is a loser. On the other hand, if the 
Soviets try to avoid defeat in the ideological contest by appeal- 
ing to Afghan nationalism, they risk a spillover into Soviet 
Central Asia which could loosen the central bond holding the 
Soviet Union together — communism. As this bond is loosened, 
nationalist forces within the Soviet Union will begin to compete 
with the military for resources. As such internal demands in- 
crease, the Soviet Union will be less able to invest resources in 
its military machine and in external military adventures. 

The Soviets already are at a disadvantage vis-a-vis the West 
in technology and economic vigour. Should they, in addition, 
lose their ability to withhold wealth from their population, 
they face certain defeat in their battle against the Free World 
in the long term. 


STRATEGY FOR DEFEAT OF THE SOVIET UNION 

In Clausewitz’s theory of war, the first offensive should be 
launched at the enemy’s weakest link. As has been emphasized, 
in the case of the Soviet Union this weakest link is ideology. If 
the Soviet Government can be forced to appeal to nationalism, 
with its inherent middle-class values and demands, it will be un- 
able, for the reasons that have been outlined, to compete with 
Westem technology and economic resources. 

One means to force the Soviets to lean harder on nationalism 
is to heighten their concern that the forces of religion are grow- 
ing stronger, threatening the bonds of communism. This process 
can be begun in Soviet Central Asia by mujahideen who can 
cross into the Soviet Union from Afghanistan, stimulating the 
forces of Islam within the Soviet population. 

It should be noted in this context that the invasion of Afgha- 
nistan was completely counter to the Soviet strategy of indirect 
involvement, for the following reasons: 

1. Instead of proxies, Soviet troops were used. 
2. Instead of attempting to win the hearts of the population 
through indirectly aiding the intelligentsia, uniformed troops 
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were used in direct suppression — an act of enmity that fans 
nationalism.® 
3. Conditions in Afghanistan were unsuitable for Soviet-style 
communism. There is no substantial working class in the coun- 
try, and most of the population is peasantry. The Chinese model 
of communism was more suitable to Afghanistan — as the 
Russians knew only too well. In fact, one of the spurs for the 
invasion was the knowledge by the Soviets that, if the Free 
World did not exploit the situation of an overthrow of a Soviet 
backed regime in Kabul, the Afghan political group most likely 
to take advantage of it would be oriented to China. 

Having acted contrary to their established precepts, the 
Soviets are vulnerable to a strategy consisting of three basic 
phases: 


e@ Phase One: Hold the line against communist attempts at 
success anywhere in the world, achieving at least a stalemate. 
This will remove from communism and crypto-communist 
movements their image as the “‘wave of the future” — parti- 
cularly among the youth of the world. Nobody wants to be 
with a loser. 

e@ Phase Two: A stalemate will gain time and lead to demorali- 
zation in the communist camp. Time is required for the 
development of the preparatory phase of the ideological 
offensive. In this phase, religious and other ideological 
forces should be given a chance to take their toll of commu- 
nist ideology. That means that the educated classes every- 
where should be helped — acknowledged, given status and 
brought into the political process. Financially, this calls for 
only a limited investment, but it will create a stable anti- 
communist base. Intellectuals need only modest economic 
help, but their psychological needs for prestige and influence 
are enormous. If thwarted in this by Free World forces, they 
will tum to those who woo them — the communists. 

e@ Phase Three: Having achieved a stalemate and an ideological 
base, the Free World should encourage religious values and 
fervour among the intellectual classes in areas around the 
entire periphery of the Soviet Union (and around its satellites, 
wherever they may be). The involvement of a genuine intel- 
lectual class (as differentiated by the half-educated and 
ambitious) will moderate extremist religious tendencies. The 
potential of such developments can be seen in events in 
Poland and Afghanistan in recent years. This process needs 
to be consciously supported and aided on a global scale. 








STRATEGY FOR AFGHANISTAN | 








1 + Soviets have taken a methodical approach in Afghanis- 
tan, but time is becoming a heavy burden for them. The 
Soviet political and Sovietization programmes are proving in- 
effective in the face of the mujahideen counter-campaign, with 
its religious and ideological content. The stalemate in Afghanis- 
tan, as I have noted, is preventing the Soviets from exploiting 
the forces of Muslim youth, especially in the Middle East. The 
Russians are growing increasingly frustrated and impatient for 
immediate results, as their announcements indicate, Thus, in 
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January and February 1984 statements were made by the 
Soviets to the effect that the insurgency would be defeated by 
the end of the year. Babrak Karmal, head of the puppet govern- 
ment in Kabul, has issued similar assertions. 


ue KHOST “t 
Pol-i-Khomvi HINDU KUSH 


Since they first invaded Aighanistan in Decernber 1979, the Soviets have 
mounted eight major offensives in the Panjshw (or “Five Lions”) valley 
floor, each more destructive and on a larger scale than the last 
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Soviet efforts to entice India, their air incursions into Pakis- 
tan, the warnings to Pakistan by the Soviets and the Afghan 
regime — all these indicate Moscow’s desire to conclude the war 
soon. This is understandable, since all demographic, statistical 
and ideological analyses indicate that the war — in its broad 
geopolitical implications — is going against them. 

The Soviets, however, will not pull back and lose face. In- 
stead, they will use India in order to pressure Pakistan into 
accepting a negotiated settlement. This would provide the 
Soviets with a face-saving solution while preserving their miii- 
tary position. The Soviets can win through purely military 
means only at the high cost of incurring the complete hatred of 
all Muslims — which is against all Soviet strategic interests. 
Therefore, they must win instead through a combination of 
diplomatic and military measures. 

The nations of the Free World should not give the Soviet 
Union an opening for the face-saving solution they seek.’ 
Instead, they should play for time, in line with the basic phases 
suggested above. When the Soviet Union has been sufficiently 
weakened, a coordinated counter-effort should be launched. 
Such a strategy requires the following: 

e@ Increasing the effectiveness of the Afghan mujahideen. 

e Decreasing the immediate dependence of the mujahideen 
on outside sources for supplies by developing small ammuni- 
tion producing units inside Afghanistan. This will also shor- 
ten logistic lines. 

e@ Increasing Western support for Pakistan, to help it resist 
Soviet pressures (to be discussed below). 

e@ Organizing the mujahideen so as to increase their combat and 
political effectiveness, creating a form of unity by reducing 
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economic disparities and diversity of logistic lines among dif- 
ferent parties. At present, economic aid from a variety of 
sources is distributed via a number of separate channels, en- 
couraging disunity and competition among the mujahideen 
forces for the limited resources. 

e@ Countering the enormous Soviet efforts to bribe the Afghan 
population — with cash, food, weapons or other incentives — 
into support of a Soviet puppet regime or at least neutrality 
between the regime and the Resistance. 

e@ Organizing the vehicles for a propaganda offensive based on 
religious, ethnic, cultural and nationalistic appeals to the 
Soviet population and launched from Europe as well as 
Afghanistan. 


Parts of the above strategy are already being executed, but 
the execution is piecemeal and uncoordinated. Moreover, on 
the psychological warfare front, there seems to be uncertainty 
as to whether the emphasis should be on nationalism or on 
religion. It seems fair to say that those who are executing the 
strategy, not being directly involved in the Afghan war and not 
having faced Russians in battle or commanded mujahideen 
troops, do not understand the intricacies of the Afghan battle- 
field. Thus, for example, regular army training for mujahideen 
is beneficial in some circumstances, but it becomes a hindrance 
for executing a type of combat which the conventional military 
mind cannot really comprehend. 








SOVIET PRESSURES ON PAKISTAN me 

At the present juncture, several basic options are available to 
the Soviets in resolving their predicament in Afghanistan, The 
first and obvious option is to apply political-military presure on 
Pakistan in order to halt that country’s support for the Afghan 
Resistance. If the Pakistani sanctuary and assistance were 
denied to the mujahideen, the Afghan Resistance would be 
destroyed within a short time (10 to 15 days) because of the 
present lack of alternative logistic sources and lines into Afgha- 
nistan. 

To stand up to such pressure, President Zia ul-Haq of Pakis- 
tan will have to rely on support from the United States and 
China. He will rely on Chinese promises but not on American 
ones® — even though he will accept American economic and 
military support. If he has assurances from both China and the 
United States that they will support Pakistan in the event of all- 
out war with both India and the USSR, President Zia will not 
cave in to the Soviets. 

Yet, in order for Zia to stand firm in the face of such pres- 
sure, Pakistan needs a military posture of her own to defend 
against an attack by India alone — an attack waged with Soviet 
complicity but without the active involvement of Soviet troops. 
For this, Pakistan requires more mobile weapons, so that its 
borders can be defended at less expense than with the present 
arsenal of immobile weapons, which increase the defence bur- 
den and manpower requirements for Pakistan without increasing 
the combat effectiveness of Pakistan’s forces. 

A second and related alternative for the Soviets is to under- 
mine the Zia regime by creating an insurgency in Pakistan. In- 
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deed, the Soviets may try this course during the election period 
in Pakistan in the next several months. They have the elements 
available in the form of Pakistani dissidents (some of them 
based in Afghanistan) and of weapons already smuggled into 
and stockpiled in Pakistan.? 





MOSCOW’S OPTIONS IN AFGHANISTAN 





i n Afghanistan itself, a Soviet option is to set up a “coali- 
tion” puppet government with mujahideen members. The 
successful enticement of recognized mujahideen leaders into 
such a government could cause the collapse of the Resistance. 
The Russians have already sent letters to leaders of many groups, 
proposing that they join a “nationalist coalition” government! 

Our greatest fear now is that some individual or group will 
agree to negotiate with the Soviets on behalf of the Afghan 
people. The world has seen many times — in Vietnam and 
Central America, and Yalta and Helsinki, for example — how 
the communists can and do make temporary, tactical conces- 
sions in order to gain a strategic victory. Many mujahideen com- 
manders are politically unsophisticated, and some of the Afghan 
party leaders living in Pakistan are either naive or self-seeking. 
Either of these categories could produce individuals willing to 
negotiate with the Soviets in order to gain leadership of a 
“nationalist” government. ! 

One way to defeat this option is to guard against excessive 
popularity for individual Resistance figures. The glorification 
of individuals is especially dangerous because Afghans are un- 
sophisticated and, in pursuit of nationalism, are susceptible to 
manipulation by the Soviets. This is where religion comes in: 
efforts must be made to build a national platform upon a reli- 
gious emphasis in order to guard against the Soviet manipulation 
of nationalism as a purely secular and thus divisive element. 








PROSPECTS IN IRAN 











There is another option open to the Soviets, which relates in- 
directly to the situation in Afghanistan but is strongly tied to 
developments there: namely, the option of effecting a commu- 
nist takeover in Iran. The military stalemate in the war between 
Iran and Iraq is sapping the spirit of Iranians. Today the Iranian 
youth by and large is still with Khomeini because of nationalist 
and religious fervour. Yet, religious fervour is cooling, and the 
loss of the war with Iraq will both weaken the drive of nationa- 
lism and turn it against Khomeini. The appeal of the left is grow- 
ing stronger, especially among the youth. Bahais, Kurds, Balu- 
chis and the Mujahideen-I-Khalq movement already are oppos- 
ing Khomeini — and only the left can provide leadership to the 
anti-Khomeini forces. 

Under these conditions, in a year or two the Soviet Union 
could bring communists to power in Iran, uniting dissident 
forces under the banner of “nationalism.” The Soviets would 
avoid direct involvement, but could use covert action to pro- 
mote their interests. Indeed, the effect on Iran of a stalemate in 
the Iran-Iraq war is the main reason why the Soviets have been 
providing abundant arms to Iraq. 
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PAKISTAN’S MILITARY PREDICAMENT | 





> first Soviet option that has been noted above — to 
place political and military pressure on Pakistan — is 
already in motion. Pakistan today faces the buildup of Soviet 
forces in Afghanistan and allied Indian military deployments 
along Pakistan’s eastern border. The combination of these 
forces now make it possible to defeat Pakistan militarily with- 
in hours. Even if this option is never exercised, its existence 
serves to reduce Zia’s political and military options and to push 
him toward accommodation with the Soviet Union. 

Pakistani forces total only 20 divisions. On Pakistan’s nor- 
thern border alone, 11 or more Soviet divisions are available in 
Afghanistan for attack, including one tank division and more 
than one airborne division. In addition, the Afghan army has 
18 divisions (under Soviet command), even though at depleted 
strength. On its eastern border, India commands 42 divisions, 
25 of which can be deployed against Pakistan. Of Pakistan’s 
20 divisions, 12 must be designated for the defence of the 
border with India. This leaves only 8 for defending the border 
with Afghanistan — with no reserve forces available. If those 8 
divisions are deployed along threatened axes (Peshawar, Para- 
chinar, Wana, Khost and almost all of Baluchistan), Pakistani 
forces along a frontier extending 1,200 — 1,400 rugged miles 
will be so thinly deployed that any motorized attack at any 
point will be successful. No warning of the exact point of pene- 
tration of a Soviet/Afghan mechanized attack is possible for 
Pakistan; the only suitable defence would be the rapid redeploy- 
ment of mechanized reserves — which Pakistan does not have. 

Therefore, the Soviets are capable of penetrating Pakistan at 
many different points. The Soviets face some potential bottle- 
necks at Chaman, Wana and Landi Kotal, but these could be 
overcome quickly by Russian hel?borne forces, which can act 
as advance columns to occupy them while the mechanized 
divisions, in two-to-three division strength, can assault Quet- 
ta, Peshawar or Dera Ismail Khan in less than 12 hours. With 
these locations in Russian hands, the further development of 
the attack on the plains can be a sweeping move conducted by 
Afghan forces — always under Soviet command — or by remain- 
ing Russian divisions. They can strike at Islamabad along the 
Indus River: following the plain, they will have a free run and 
can neutralize the Government of Pakistan before it can react. 

The mobilization of ground divisions specifically based on 
foot mobility takes at least one day. Shifting such a division- 
strength column of foot soldiers in order to ward off a very 
rapidly moving Russian mechanized column presents a very 
difficult task, due to the inherent flexibility of mechanized/ 
track forces. 

In the eventuality that Pakistan is partially overrun, the 
chances of resistance there will be virtually nil, as will the hope 
for outside help. Even the American Rapid Deployment Force 
would require seven days’ warning in order to deploy in division 
strength. But the Soviets need only three days to capture Isla- 
mabad, Quetta, Peshawar and other cities and regions. No coun- 
try would be likely to come to the aid of Pakistani forces once 
its government has fallen. 

The Soviets have already amassed enough military manpower 
in Afghanistan to mount the optimal forces for attack. No more 
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than six divisions would be required for the initial assault; the 
follow-up operations can be conducted by Afghan forces and 
a few Soviet divisions. The present deploymeni sectors of the 
forces suggest that, if the Soviets should want to, they could 
launch an attack on Pakistan in a very short time without an 
additional buildup. Such an attack, with all the elements of 
surprise, speed and firepower available to the Soviets, has every 
chance of success. 

On the other hand, if the Soviets could not hope to achieve 
surprise or the rapid neutralization of Pakistan, they would face 
the risk that such a move could escalate into global war — a risk 
which they will avoid. But, to create this situation — in which 
the Soviets cannot be sure of quick success and will therefore 
hesitate to move — requires the preparation of Pakistan’s de- 
fence in advance and the predeployment of Pakistani forces 
along expected points of entry. 

Pakistan cannot take these required steps, however, for 
several reasons. A major one is that redevelopment carries poli- 
tical risk: it would antagonize the Soviets and might provide 
them with an excuse to attack. An even bigger risk, as far as the 
Afghan mujahideen are concerned, is that it would place the 
preponderance of Pakistani forces along the routes that serve as 
logistic lines for the mujahideen, leaving the Government of 
Pakistan no excuse for not blocking those routes. The Soviets 
are already demanding that they do so. 


The only option, then, is for the Government of Pakistan to 
place more mobile forces on its western (Afghan) border. This 
requires more and more armoured carriers, tanks and helicop- 
ters, including Cobras. However, that would entail a huge de- 
fence expenditure which Pakistan cannot afford. Pakistan, as 
a front-line state, should be further helped to meet its defence 
needs. 


THE INDIAN VARIABLE 
| f the Soviets calculate a substantial risk that a war may 
escalate, they will go for a second option: to threaten 
Pakistan through Afghan forces, thereby pinning down at least 
one-third of the Pakistani forces in the northwest, while thus 
enabling India to attack the Kashmir, Lahore and Badin Umar- 
kot sectors, gaining territory near Lahore and in Kashmir. An 
Indian attack may not result in reaching Lahore and overthrow- 
ing the Government of Pakistan directly, but even a small loss 
of territory would humiliate Zia’s government and cause it to 
fall. 

This second option is a relatively safe one for the Russians — 
and a dangerous one for Zia and the mujahideen. The optimal 
time for such an attack would probably be before the March 
1985 elections in Pakistan (although it could come later). 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi needed — and her son and 
successor still urgently needs — a means to divert the attention 
of the Indian public from internal problems and to defuse the 
enormous communal conflict in India. This conflict has been 
intensified, not relieved, by Rajiv Gandhi’s sweeping election 
victory, which has further sharpened the divisions between 


Hindus and non-Hindus. The most expedient way to deal with 
the strife is by rekindling Indian nationalism -- and Pakistan 
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provides the only pretext for doing so. This also coincides with 
the Soviet desire to dislodge Zia’s government without the 
direct involvement of Soviet forces. 

Mrs. Gandhi’s secret visit to Tashkent, the regional planning 
centre for Soviet political-military measures — a visit that came 
shortly after her military attack on the Sikh Golden Temple in 
Amritsar last summer — and her subsequent buildup of forces in 
Kashmir and the Punjab (which is closed to journalists), sugges- 
ted an intention to carry out such an attack. Her death may 
have delayed it, but not necessarily foreclosed it. 





DANGERS AND OPPORTUNITIES 





his, then, is a summary of the situation at present, as we 

see it. The war in Afghanistan continues — much to the 
frustration of the Soviets, who looked for a quick resolution. 
Its full implications, for both the Soviet Union and the Free 
World — not to mention the Afghans and others in the region — 
have not yet even begun to be assessed or understood. 

For all the reasons that I have outlined, Afghanistan is not 
merely an instance of Soviet suppression in an isolated region 
remote from “vital” Western interests. Rather, Afghanistan 
represents a strategic battleground — a pivotal one in terms of 
the longer-term struggle for the future of the globe. 

In their brutal assault on a hapless but fiercely proud people, 
the Soviets have exposed not only — and once again — their 
readiness to use military force in pursuit of their political and 
ideological objectives, but also a fundamental vulnerability of 
their system and of their power base. The situation is thus 
fraught not only with danger but, as I have tried to indicate, 
with opportunities as well — if, and only, if, the Free World 
will recognize and seize them. @ 
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AFGHANISTAN 


HUNDREDS REPORTEDLY DEFECT TO MUJAHIDIN 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 24 Oct 85 p 4 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, 
(Dispatches) — Several hun- 
dred Afghan government 
troops defected to guerrillas 
in the strategic Panjsher 
Valley, where Soviet forces 
appear set for a major new 
offensive, diplomats said 
Tuesday. 

The diplomats said large 
numbers of dead and 
wounded Afghan govern- 
ment troops were brought 
back to Kabul last week from 
the valley, which serves as a 
base for guerrilla attacks on 
the capital’s main supply 
route from the Soviet Union. 

“Reports reaching here 
suggest the Soviets may again 
be massing for an assauit oa 
the Panjsher before the onset 
of winter,” said one of two 
western diplomats who held 
separate briefings for repor- 
ters on condition they not be 
named. 

She added that little equip- 
ment could be seen at milit- 
ary bases in Kabul and fewer 
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military aircraft were using 
the airport, suggesting troops 
already had moved into assault 
positions. 

The report could not be 
independently confirmed. 

Afghan Mujahideen fight- 
ing to oust an estimated 
115,000 Soviet troops and the 
government of Babrak 
Karmal installed after Mos- 
cow’s 1979 invasion have 
stubbornly resisted several 
major Soviet offensives in the 
Panjsher. 

The last thrust came in 
June and July and was 
reported to have left hun- 
dreds of Soviet and Afghan 
overnment troops dead. 

ere were also reports of 
widespread defections by 
government troops to the 
guerrilla side. 

‘Several hundred more 
(Afghan government) sol- 
diers are said to have 
defected in the Panjsher in 
the last week or so,” said one 
diplomat. She said a new 
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division of Afghan troops, 
numbering some 1,000 men, 
was formed in Kabul “to 
meet critical manpower 
needs.” 

In an apparent effort to 
stop Mujahideen ambushes 
on the main Sa!ang Highway 
between Kabul and the Pan- 
jsher, 40 miles (65 km) to the 
north, Soviet helicopters 
bombed villages near the 
road believed to be guerrilla 
hideouts, the diplomats said. 

The bombings on Oct. 17 
and 18 in the Guldara region 
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caused “a large number of 
civilian casualties,” one dip- 
lomat said. 

A Soviet-built helicopter 
which may have been shuttl- 
ing troops to the Panjsher 
crashed into a house in north 
Kabul on Oct. 19, the dip- 
lomats said. 

The pilot was killed. Two 
crewmen, as well as several 
Afghan civilians, were 
injured, diplomatic sources 
reported. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


REDUCED MILITARY ACTIVITY MARKS APPROACH OF WINTER 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 17 Oct 85 p 1 


[Text | 


ISLAMABAD, Oct.16 
(Dispatches) — Heavy fight- 
ing has died down in recent 
days as Soviet and Afghan 
government forces pull back 
in part due to the approach of 
winter, western diplomatic 
sources said, who spoke or 
condition that they not be 
identified. 

The diplomat further said 
fighting in the Paghman area 
to the north of the Afghan 
capital of Kabul, and in 
Wardak and Loghar Pro- 
vinces to the south and west, 
and tapered off. 

Soviet armored groups 
backed by helicopter gun- 
ships and jet fighter-bombers 
launched a series of attacks 
earlier this month, trying to 
clear Islamic freedom fight- 
ers from the areas. 

Mujahideen had reported 
heavy fighting earlier, with 
their forces battling to stave 
off ground attacks as their 
positions and some villages 


came under air attack. One 
official, asking not to be 
named, estimated that up to 


5,000 Soviet and Afghan 


troops had been involved in 
the fighting in Loghar Pro- 
vince. 
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The Soviet and Afghan 
forces apparently had started 
to pull back amid, signs of 
reduced military activity. 

Aircraft movement at the . 
main Soviet military air base 
at Kabul airport had dropped 
noticeably and the numbers 
of Soviet and Afghan 
helicopters at the installation 
also had dropped, they said. — 

The first snow of the 
winter had fallen on the 
mountains around Kabul 
during the past week, earlier 
than usual and indicating a 
hard winter, the sources said. 
Fighting slows considerably 
during the winter in 
Afghanistan as snow and bad 
weather make travel in the 
mountainous nation difficult. 


Fighting was going on in 
the south and west of 
Afghanistan, the sources 
said, with daily clashes 
reported from Kandahar. 

The Afghan government 
had lost control of parts of 
the city to the Mujahideen 
and rocket and grenade 
attacks were reported daily, 
they said. 

About 1,000 fresh Soviet 
troops had arrived in Kan- 
dahar in September to 
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replace the garrison, the 
sources said. The Soviet 
troops were concentrated at 
the city airport or in sur- 
rounding garrisons, they 
said. 

Conditions in Kabul were 
quiet with only minor fight- 
ing apparent, the sources 
said. 

The diplomats reported an 
attempted breakout from 


Kabul’s Pol-e-Charki prison | 


by a group of prisoners who 
had been sentenced to death, 


the sources said. Some 13 
prisoners started the attempt 
and were joined by others 
before guards opened fire, 
killing several inmates, they 
said. The prison reportedly 
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holds thousands of political 
prisoners. : 
‘Wireless Station Destroyed 

In related news the Afghan 
Mujahideen destroyed a 
wireless station in Kandahar 
cantonment, killing seven 
Karmal troops including Col- 
onel Abdul Latif and injuring 
several others, according to 
the London-based Afghan 
Press Agency. 

The report added that a 
group of Mujahideen laun- 
ched a missile attack on the 
wireless station on October 
4 during which three 
Karmal soldiers defected to 
the Mujahideen. 

A couple of days ago, the 
Mujahideen had wiped out 
the wireless station near the 
headquarters of Arghustan. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOLDIERS REPORTEDLY KILL OFFICERS, DEFECT TO MUJAHIDIN 


Tehran KEYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 30 Oct 85 »p 1 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Oct. 29 
(Dispatches) — About 100 
Soviet-backed Afghan troops 
killed four officers and 
defected to Mujahideen in 
Kandahar, Afghanistan's 
second largest city, where 
Muslim guerrillas have tight- 
ened their control, Western 
diplomats said Tuesday. 

In other developments, 
Afghan Mujahideen killed or 
wounded more than 60 
Soviet troops in the strategic 
Panjsher Valley as Soviets 
attempted to strengthen their 
forces before the onset of 
winter, two diplomats told 
reporters in separate brief- 
ings. 

On Oct. 22, about 100 
Afghan government troops 
killed four officers and 
defected to Afghan Mujahi- 
deen in Kandahar, about 290 
miles (460 km) southwest of 


' the capital of Kabul, the dip- . 


lomats said. No further 
details were given. 

“The resistance’s grip on 
Kandahar is tightening,” said 
one diplomat. Afghan gov- 
ernment troops have aban- 
doned their posts in the city’s 
main Herat Bazaar area 
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which is now controlled by 
guerrillas, the diplomats said. 

“Fighting in the city con- 
tinues and the ‘{fujahideen 
(Muslim guerrillas) are in a 
stronger position now than 
one year ago,” one diplomat 
said. The other diplomat said 
food supplies to the city were 
adequate, “but electricity is a 
7 the past.” 

“The overland trip (from 
Kandahar) to Kabul remains 
hazardous,” the diplomat 
said. He said Afghan govern- 
ment troops man between 
four and six checkpoints 
along the road, while guerril- 
las control 10 checkpoints. 

In the Panjsher Valley, 
about 40 miles (65 km) north 
of Kabul, guerrillas killed or 
wounded between 60 and 70 
Soviet troops in battles near 
the towns of Anawa and 
Rokha in the lower part of 
the valley about two weeks 
ago, the diplomats said. 

The Panjsher Valley has 
been the scene of the nearly 
6-year-old war's fiercest bat- 
tles between Afghan Mujahi- 
deen and Soviet troops as it 
provides an idcal staging area 
for guerrilla attacks on the 
Salang Road, Kabul’s only 
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land link with the Soviet 
Union. 


“As in the past, the fight- 
ing was preceded by massive 
bombings,” by Soviet “high 
performance jets,” said one 
diplomat. He quoted ‘‘an 
Afghan source” as sayin 

uerrillas shot down 1 
oviet aircraft in an 
u ified two-day period. 
diplomats said, Soviet 
and Afghan government 
forces used bulldozers to flat- 
ten trees, crops and houses 
along a 10-mile (16 km) 
stretch of the Salang highway 
near the mouth of the Pan- 
jsher to deny cover to the 
guerrillas. 

“It appears the Soviets are 
intent in tightening their pos- 
itions lower down the valley 
and along the Salang Road,” 
one diplomat said. He said 
fighting in the upper valley 
had tapered off as winter set 
in with early snowfalls. 

Afghan Mojahideen are 
fighting to expel and esti- 
mated 115,000 Soviet troops 
and to oust the government 
of President Babrak Karmal 
installed by the Soviets after 
they invaded the country in 
December 1979. 
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[Text] Lach of the 29 provinces of Afghanistan is resisting the forces of 
Soviet Russia and the Babrak Karmal regime, in a Jihad (Holy War) that has 
gone on for over five years. Some of the fiercest fighting can be seen in 
the provinces of Paktia, HNerrat, Kabul, Qandhar, Takhar, Panjsher, Qundus, 
Logar, Perwan Kunhar and Nangarhar. 


Ten of these provinces share the 1,200 km border with Pakistan. 


Paktia, the province through which Salahuddin passed is important to Russia 
both politically and strategically. Two significant supply routes for the 
Mujahideen branch out from here. 


The city of Khost, where the enemy army is under siege, is a priority area 
for Russia, which has been making efforts to take the city in order to evacu- 
ate its army and personnel. 


It is from this city and Paktia province that Russia can extend the war into 
the whole region. 


The province's population is intact with minimal emigration to Pakistan and 
its residents vehemently support the Mujahideen's struggle. 


Russia has been terrifying the people with its relentless attacks and 
guerrilla activities but its indoctrination campaigns have failed in their 
yoal to compel the population to migrate to Pakistan, which would reduce the 
strength of the Mujahideen and allow the Soviet and Afghan armies to mount 
effective attacks against their forces and lift the siege. 


In Paktia, the handful of workers of the Parcham and Khalq communist parties 
are not co-operating with each other, nor are they extending any support to 
Babrak Karmal's administrative machinery and tle Soviet forces. They support 
the Mujahideen wholeheartedly but stealthily. 


Vakistan's defence is firmly linked with the province of Paktia. Khost has 
lony been a centre for most of the Soviet operations against Pakistan and the 











Mujahideen's refugee camps are located there. From here, North Waziristan, 
Bannu, Kohat and Peshawar can be attacked. 


Today, as ever, it is a living symbol of Afghan resistance avainst Soviet 
hegemony and Babrak Karmal's rule. 


Khost was the first city to demonstrate the Afghan nation's determination to 
reject the emergence of communism. It was here that a formal proclamation 
of Jihad was issued. Processions and demonstrations were orzanised. Protest 
marches were held. Strikes, civil disobedience and violence against the 
ruling junta marked the beginninys of resistance to a communist rule. 


The terrain and topography of each of the country's provinces has its own 
advantages and disadvantages for the two righting forces. But, by and larve, 
it is all more favourable to the Mujahideen, though lightly armed and de- 
fenceless compared to their Superpower adversary. 


The deserts, valleys, streams, swanps, rocky mountains, forests, extreme 

temperatures, and the absence of roads, electricity, water and communica- 
tions all aid the Mujahideen forces facing the well-equipped Kussian army. 
As one fighter said, "all these provide us an indestructible defence." 


The intensity of enemy attacks varies from province to province. A few months 
ago it was the Panjsher which braved a spate of severe attacks and iumnbled 
the combined torces of the Afghan vovernment and Soviet Russia. 


But Paktia has always been a taryet for wassive operations against the 
hujahideen. 


In Khost a brigade of Soviet army and a very large number of Karmal troops 
have been besieyed for the last five years. 


The Soviet forces in their first attack had captured the city and all its 2] 
posts. But the Mujahideen not only retook 19 of them but also effectively 
cut off all air and yround links to the enemy forces. The Siege by the Light- 
ly armed Mujahideen is so strony that so far all the combined efforts of the 
Soviet and Afyhan forces have failed to dislodye it. 


On August 12, in one of the severest attacks, aimed at breaking the sicze, 
the two forces deployed some 20,0U0 troops, mostly Russians. The aftack 
failed. 


The Soviet and Babrak Karmal armies themselves can only supply their besieged 
troops in Khost by air drops. for fear of Mujahideen offensives the Soviet 
army has not been able to improve its makeshift runway there. ‘The aircrait, 
mostly Antonov transporters, keep moving escorted by heavy trucks on both 
sides. The aircraft hurriedly load and unload and take off: A brief stop 
on the runway may invite fire from the Mujahideen. Khost is thus virtually 
under Mujahideen's control. 
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The siege is tight and the besieged troops can find no escape. All conceiv- 
able outlets have been plugged and the road held by the Mujahideen cuts off 
Khost from the nearby town of Dargai. 


The besieged personnel include not only Afghan government officials but also 
a good number of Russian military officers and troops, advisers, experts and 
engineers. 


Khost is a very important cantonment for Russia, which knows it as "little 
Moscow." 


Some time ago the Russians in Paktia province and elsewhere distributed large 
quantities of arms and ammunition to the local people urging them to use them 
against the Mujahideen. Not only did the Afyhans not use these weapons against 
the fighters, they themselves joined the Mujahideen along with all the arms 
supplied by the Russians. 


An Afghan Mujahid who came to Karachi to meet pressmen, bemoaned the Islamic 
world's apathy, particularly that of journalists based in nearby Pakistan. 

In his view they were showing an unprofessional attitude and failing in their 
Islamic duty by not covering the Jihad nor participating in it. The Mujahid 
impressed upon them that a full-fledged war was going unreported. 


The Mujahid then compared this unpardonable unconcern with the deep interest 
shown by journalists from far-off countries whose survival and security are 
not directly affected by the war. 


Instead of covering the war at first hand, the Mujahid complained the Islamic 
world's media had been carrying news datelined Paris or London and reproducing 
comments and analysis without investigating the real spirit of the struggle. 


They had been running stories that served the interests of the "enemy," pro- 
moting a viewpoint little at variance with that of Kabul or Moscow. 


We felt that the indifference demonstrated by Muslim journalists confirmed to 
some extent the indirect but very effective influence of Soviet propaganda on 
the struggle. 


Such piercing remarks moved Salahuddin to see for himself the war Mujahideen 
were waying against the Superpower. 


Salahuddin stayed in Paktia province from July 1 to August 7, 1985, not 
travelling incognito but not introduced as a journalist either. He was 
simply a Haji, a title that commands respect with the Afghans. 


He covered some 120 kms on foot. Once he travelled almost non-stop for about 
12 hours over difficult terrain. He was provided with a mule, but could not 
manage it. He braved foul weather, rain, storms and heat and even faced 
bombin,; and heavy artillery fire, salvoes of rockets, aircraft strafing and 
machinegun bullets. 
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At many places there was no proper shelter. The only chance of safety was 
the natural cover of rocks or hills but there were not always enough to con- 
ceal everyone. 


The Mujahideen's short-range anti-aircraft guns could keep enemy aircraft at 
a considerable height, but Salanuddin saw constant random fire taking its 
toll many times. 


Once, he and his party were spotted and were just within range of a barrage 
of artillery fire. But all escaped the sharpnel and flying rocks. 


At some places he saw in rows corpses of Afghan and Russian troops but was 
unable to photograph them amid the intermittent firing and bombardment. In 
one palce countless corpses were strewn over a wide area, many of them being 
Russian soldiers. He was told that these were the enemy's casualties of the 
27th of July offensive. 


Salahuddin's first stop was Zawar, the Mujahideen's first well-equipped and 
fortified operations centre. It is also a provincial communications centre, 
and has a small but beautiful mosque and a hospital run by Mujahideen for 
their own sick and wounded. 


The journey to Zawar by foot and jeep was arduous and nerve shattering. The 
party was overtaken by a severe storm and rain, and the whole area was 
completely submerged in water. Human bodies, cattles, vehicles, trees and 
shrubs were all floating. They were cautioned that the onward journey would 
be impossible because of heavy flooding of streams and rivers. As they saw 
for themselves, the whole valley became a raging torrent in a matter of 
minutes. The heavy winds and rains kept the valley overflowing without any 
chance of stopping. 


Salahuddin recalled an incident in which a message was intercepted in Zawar, 
indicating a heavy attack on Layori. 


Lagori and its surrounding areas were promptly attacked by repeated sorties 
of 10 aircraft for several hours. The ear-splitting explosions were audible 
as far as Zawar, but no heavy damage was caused to the Mujahideen. 


The next day, August 3, 1985, Salahuddin was himself in Lagori. Maulana 
Jalaluddin Haqqani, the commander of Paktia province, provided some interest- 
ing details about the attack, includiny the defection of a group of Babrak 
Karmal's soldiers and officers. At Farm Bagh, an outpost of the enemy, near 
Khost airport, a group of five officers and 31 soldiers mutined and defected 
under the leadership of their commander, Hayat Ullah, and joined the 
Mujahideen along with many Kalashnikovs and wireless sets and a large quantity 
of amnunition. 


Zabita Umar Khan, 28, is the commander in-charge of Zawar centre, which he 
himself established. Son of a retired brigadier who is now a refuyee in 
Pakistan, this highly educated Mujahid was himself a lieutenant in the Afghan 
army. But he was charmed by Maulana Haqgani's personality, and so exchanged 
his mundance arms career for the spiritual force of the Mujahideen. 
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Before joining the fighters he and his companions finished off a good number 
of communists and destroyed a large quantity of enemy arms and ammunition. 


Khan has trained hundreds of Mujahideen and in the Zawar centre has set up 
a fully-fledged maintenance and repair workshop, which can repair Kalashnikovs, 
tanks, anti-aircrafts guns and other weapons. 





Zawar centre has always been a target for the Afghan and Russian armies. It 
was some time in 1903 that some 26 Russian bombers rained hell for more than 
two hours, dropping some 90 bombs of various sizes as well as many rockets. 
"But it inflicted no damage on the centre," a Mujahid told Salahuddin. "In 
the nearby valleys and hills you can see the tell-tale signs of the attack,” 
he added. 





Zawar centre has a Russian-built 72 mm four-ton mortar, seized intact in an 
encounter. Some 16 Mujahideen brought it in on their shoulders. It also has 
an armoured troop carrier, T44 and T45 tanks, a 101 mm mortar, and a number 
of machine-guns and wireless sets. 


Recently the centre was bombarded intermittently for wore than two weeks. 
Russian SU 25 and TU 28 aircraft, together dropped a record number of 2,000 
bobs. 


The Mujahideen downed only one SU25 along with its crew of both Soviet and 
Afghan airmen. Zabita Khan said, "our aim has always been to maximise losses 
of the enemy.'' And that is what Salahuddin could see in the scattered parts 
of the aircraft. 


The journey from Zawar to Lagori was no less tortuous and dangerous. Before 
departure, Salahuddin was given instructions to carry only essential luggage. 
ile was also asked to have a bath and a shave. He was provided with a mule. 
"The instructions suggested the need for cuation in going to the war front," 
he said. He felt the Mujahideen did not approve of his onward journey and 
thousht it would be dangerous. 


Salahuddin and his party crossed steep mountains and high passes and forded 
seasonal streams in the valleys. On the way they met caravans of sick and 
weary children, women and old folk, on foot or occasionally on mules. Their 
faces told stories of exploitation and destitution, agony and apathy, hunger 
and haplessness. 


The party passed bombed houses and settlements. In many places they saw 
carcasses of cattle, unexploded bombs and wreckage of tanks and aircraft. 


Sometimes they felt the vibrations of hovering helicopter yunships and saw 
strafiney by aircraft. At times they were within range of the shelliny, and 
felt the shock waves from the exploding bombs and rockets. Salahuddin told 
the GAZETTE: "We were in the amidst of attacks from all sides. I wonder even 
today how all of us escaped the raining hell. It was no less than a miracle 
that the heavy firing and shelling missed us." 
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"My mission was to participate in the Mihad and that's why I didn't ask my 
hosts to get me a safe shelter and postpone the journey to some other hour 
of the day or night. I was going ahead with the full determination of a 
Momin (a pious Muslim) without fear of death," said Salahuddin. "I don't 
recall my legs ever trembling or my feet faltering. There was some hidden 
energy in me that made me walk as confidently as the others." 


From Tani onward the journey was equally difficult. Here, too, there was no 
selter when it was needed. "The only cover was our belief that the end for 
all of us will be the hour appointed by the Creator. So if there was no 
shelter available, so be it." That is how Salahuddin comforted himself 
during his travels. 


The party crossed Dasht-i-Khost in three hours. From here they could see 
Antonov aircraft landing and taking off. 


"Thank God, during this crossing that we were out spotted," said Salahuddin. 
"But,'’ as he continued, "a great relief to all of us was the proximity of the 
Lagori centre, and maybe the Afghan and Soviet forces deliberately avoided 
the risk of overtaking us near the Mujahideen's strongest post." 


"As we neared the Lagori centre, we felt we were safe," he continued. "But. 
our hosts looked happier at my safe journey than at their own. 


He could see the mosque and was told by his escort that there were caves dug 
into the hillside. "The mosque is an inspiration for them. It is a symbol 
of their determination to brave all the odds that stand in the way of 
Muslims,'’ Salahuddin stated. 


Around here, too, tell-tale signs of Soviet barbarism were visible. 


While approaching the Lagori centre they divided into two parties for safety's 
sake. 


ilaji Ibrahim, commander of the Ismail Khail centre, was their leader: he is 
the younger brother of Maulana Haqqani. 


As soon as they had separated, the enemy spotted them and opened fire. lUiding 
behind the rocks they continued moving until they reached a muddy area. 


The continuous fire confused not only the party but also the accompanying 
mule. At one place, it stopped and would not. move an inch. It was pushed and 
dragged, but itt remained stationery. 


Salahuddin took shelter nearby, but before long it dawned on the party that 
the mule was taking them along the right track and it was the escort who had 
missed the turning under the heavy hselling. 


The expanse of mud and shallow water provided them with a timely shelter. 


The intensity of the attack subsided a little as soon as they became invisible 
to the enemy. 
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They were just trying to get out of the mud when a man with a Kalashnikov 
appeared from behind a mound and was about to shoot Salahuddin. But the 
euide yelled, "Ile is our man." 


"We had just come out of the mud with great difficulty when the aircraft 
appeared on the scene to do their job," said Salahuddin. "The mud that we 
had cursed now became a safe shelter for all of us,"' Salahuddin said. '"We 
remained in that muddy swamp for more than 45 minutes." 


Salahuddin met some legendary figures in the vanguard of the fight to rout 
the Superpower and talked to many fighters determined to free their country 
from the clutches of the mercenary and imperialist forces. 





Maulana Haqqani and Ahmad Shah Massaod, the commander of the Panjsher pro- 
vince, strike terror into the hearts of both the Afghan and Soviet armies. 
Both command respect and virtually rule the hearts and minds of the Afghan 
naton. 


Maulana Haqqani belongs to the resistance organisation called Itte-had-i- 
Islami. His younger brothers are llaji Ibrahim, commander of the Ismail Khel 
centre, Muhammad Ismail, commander of the Siran centre, and Muhammad Khalil. 


llaqqani had always opposed the growth of relations with Soviet Russia. But 
one incident that particularly incited him to take up arms against the 
secular and anti-Islamic regime was the sending of innocent Afghan students 

to Russia. He strongly opposed the idea and organized demonstrations through- 
out the province of Paktia. The reverberations of the protest spread far and 
wide, and within a matter of a few days it engulfed the whole of the country. 


He was arrested three times along with other leaders. The deposed Zahir Shah 
was against religious leaders and it was during his rule that some 100 Ulema 
and Huffaz (who memorise the Quran) were killed. 


The group of leaders who first proclaimed Jihad and declared guerrilla war 
against Zahir Shah's rule include Maulvi Habibur Rahman, Dr Muhammad Omar, 
Engineer Habibur Rahman, Engineer Gulbadin Hikmatyar, Abdul Rahim Niazi and 
Ustad Mansur. Maulana Haqqani was then an active member of the movement 
against anti-Islamic rule in the country. 


This group, with no thought for their own lives and those of their children 
and families, organised nationwide protest marches against the influx of 
Russians. 


The group was arrested and put in jail, where they dug a tunnel to a bakery 
in a busy market across the road. As luck would have it, the tunnel was 
detected by the authorities. Only Gulabdin liikmatyar and the owner of the 
bakery, named Mujahid, managed to escape. The rest were hanged. 


Salahuddin met Ilaqqani at his small cave at Uch Khara, in Lagori. When he 


reached there Maulana Haqqani was hearing a case--he was then a Qadi or Shariah 
court judge. 
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A worn out mat, maps of various sizes, a lantern, copies of the Holy Quran 
and some other books, Kalashnikovs, a few clothes, blankets, sheets and 
shoes were also he could find in the dimly lit cave. [as published] 


it was for the leader an operations room, a shelter, a court, an office, a 
living room and a mosque. 


Salaiuddin raised a pertinent question about the justification of continuing 

a war against a Superpower. Maulana Haqqani replied that history has always 
been full of incidents in which a worldly Superpower of its time was confronted 
with a comparatively insignificant opponent. ile recounted some cases in point 
nawely Namrud against Abraham; Pharaoh against Moses; the Quraish against 313 
»£ the Companions of the Prophet at Badr; the Mujahideen of the Caliphate 
against the Kings of Persia, the British empire against the Indian sub- 
continent and so on. 


"And, who was the winner?" Haqqani asked. In his view, history would repeat 
itself in the case of Afghanistan also. 


When he was asked about the result of his own struggle over some 13 years, 
Haqqani's spontaneous reply was: "The struggle for the independence of the 
subcontinent started in 1857 and culminated in freedom in 1947, a period of 
90 years. Let us have result in nine more years, not 90." 


Salahuddin told the GAZETTE that Maulana Haqqani had in his possession a. 
document exposing the role of the Soviet media in counteracting the Mujahideen's 
struggle. It was a four-point propaganda plan to be carried out by its own 
media men and also others in its paid service or influence all over the world. 


The first point in the document required that in no case should the struggle 
be called a war between Russia and the Afghan Mujahideen, or be mentioned in 
any way as a "people's war." It should be noted that with the Soviet Russia 
the use of prefix "people"' is something unjuxtaposeable. But in the case of 
Afghanistan it is expedient to drop the prefix. It should be labelled as only 
a confrontation between Russia and America. 


The second point stressed that refugees should be portrayed as disloyal, un- 
patriotic criminals and as drug traffickers. Here the purpose was complete 
character assassination not only of the refugees in Pakistan, Iran and else- 
where but also of the whole Afghan nation. 





The United Nations team's observation, as Haqqani pointed out was that the 
Afghan refugees were the most disciplined and had the highest morals of any 
refugee community anywhere in the world. 


The aim behind such propaganda was to divert the world's attention from the 
pitiable lot of the refugees and to block moral and material assistance to 
them. If such an attempt, was successful Haqqani stressed, the refugees 

would suffer greatly and it would have a great impact on the efficiency of the 
Mujahideen fighting machinery. 
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The third point insisted that the whole world should be made to believe that 
Russia has taken over full control of the country, that there is no war be- 
yond cases of sporadic firing from the Mujahideen, which should be labelled 
as no more than suicidal attempts arising from sheer desperation. 


Elaborating on this point, 


Haqqani asked Salahuddin, "Have you noticed a 


single hour without an offensive and counter-offensive of some kind, or a 
moment without jet strafing, bombing or mortar shelling?" 


As for control by the Babrak Karmal or Russian forces, Haqqani said: "With 
all their combined strength and joint strategies they do not have even a 


tight grip on Kabul." 


_ He offered a challenge: “If the 
combined imperialist and mercenary 
forces were made to evacuate the land 
‘mass reported to be in their control, 
‘and asked to go over to the other side 
of the River Amu (the natural bound- 
ary between Afghanistan and Russia), 
the Mujahideen would expose the 
myth of their control within an hour.” 

It has been reported and confirmed 
that the capital, Kabul, is under con- 
stant attack. At night it is under 
curfew. 

The areas where the Russian resi- 
dences or bases are located are sur- 
rounded by multiple circles of mines 
for safety. 

Entry into or exit from Kabul en- 
tails checking at some eight posts, 
where everyone undergoes thorough 
search and heavy interrogation. 

In July this year, the Mujahideen 
attacked Kabul with rockets. The 
main targets were the Russian embas- 
sy, Strategic installations, the airport 
and some of the government offices. 

It was also disclosed to Salahuddin 
that Mujahideen had retaken 80 per- 
cent of the land that had fallen under 
the control of the Afghan and Soviet 
forces. 

The fourth point was no less inge- 
nious in its strategy. Through inten- 
sive propaganda efforts the whole 
world should be urged to recognise 
the Babrak Karmal regime. As Hagq- 
_qani forecast, once the regime was 
‘recognised as lawful and legitimate, 
‘all its past and future actions would’ 
‘find international endorsement. 


* * ~ 


| The victories of the Mujahideen 
‘confused both Soviet and Afghan 
‘government forces. The two are so 
‘nervous that they consume in two 
days what should be enough ammuni- 
stion for two months. 





‘ But Haqqani admitted the Mujahi- 
‘deen’s lack of a country-wide com- 
munications system. So far they have 
been operating with a provincial or 
regional wireless network. In his 
view, the Mujahideen would have 
performed much more effectively had 
they been in possession of a unified, 
modern communications system. 

Haqqani charged that, this year, 
the Afghan government did not 
bother to arrange for the air transport 
of pilgrims. "Afghan's Ariana airline 
had no planes for this purpose! “It 
was not true to say that there were no 
planes available for pilgrims. It was a 
reprisal against the Mujahideen for 
their attack last year of Afghan 
Ariana’s plane at Qandhar Airport,” 
said Haqqani. 

He realised, as did other leaders, 
that if Mujahideen had modern 
weaponry the whole situation would 
have been much better for them 
today. 

e ia 

Other leaders and fighters showed 
their mettle and their dedication to 
that mission. They clearly distinguish 
themselves from a mercenary force: 
they are fighters more interested in 
upholding the banner of their faith 
than fighting merely for coraforts, 
bread or land. 

Salahuddin met a wireless operator 
named Allahdad who is warned dead 
or alive by the mercenary and im- 
nerialist forces. 

A graduate and a trained teacher he 
was forcibly recruited and trained 
when young, by the Russians and 
posted to Paktia. As soon as he found 
a chance he fled along with a good 
quantity of wireless sets and ammuni- 
tion. 

Today he operates one of the cap- 
tured wireless sets, intercepting mes- 
sages. 
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Once he intercepted a communica- 
tion ordering the airforce to bomb a 
Mujahideen concentration. After a 
brief pause he replied that the concen- 
tration had moved to another location 
where the bombing should be carried 
immediately. When the enemy forces 
did so, they hit a concentration of 
Soviet and Babrak Karmal iroops. 

Maulvi Ahmad Gul, wiv inas since 
been martyred at L izan on Septemter 
7, was the second in command in the 
province of Paktia. He was 43. 

Maulvi Gul was succeeded by 
Maulvi Fatahullah. He was also mar- 
tyred, on September 13, on the same 
front in heavy fighting. ©‘ ; 


Maulvi Ahmad Gul was a membex : 
of the Markazi Majlis-i-Shura. He 
organised demonstrations against the 
growth in Afghanistan of Russian 
relations and communist activities in 
the country. 

In his interview with Salahuddin, he 
said that during Daoud’s regime the 
total strength of the communists in 
the country was not more than 44,000, 
the majority being those who were 
registered as such under duress. He ~ 
put the true figure at no more than 
5,000. 


The Soviet forces have always been 
suspicious about the integrity of the 
Afghan communists. The repercus- 
sions of the fall of the Tudeh party in 
Iran could be found in the demoralisa- 
tion of the Afghan army, and the 
performance of the Soviet machinery 
in Afghanistan. “They don't trust 
Afghan troops. They even kill Afghan 
soldiers when they are about to be 
surrounded or trapped or are going to 
surrender,” he said. “The survival of 
Parchamis and Khalaqis (the two 
communist parties) has becn made 
difficult by the Russians. They use 
them as cannon-fodder in offensives 
against the Mujahideen, and they 














treat them as no better than ser- 
vants.” 

Maulvi Gul disclosed to Salahuddin 
that the Russian troops in the early 
days were drawn from Samarkand 
and Bukhara. Before coming they 
were told that their duties in Afgha- 
mistan would be of a civil mature, 
mainly construction of roads and 
—— Many were addicted to 

drugs. 

“But when they came into contact 
with Mujahideen, and discovered 
their actual duties, they gave up drugs 
and asked for copies of the Quran. 
Not only that, they also assured us of 
their full cooperation with the Mu- 
jahideen,” Maulvi Gul said. But they 
were soon replaced by troops from 
Russia's western regions. 

Maulvi Gul added that in the Rus- 
sian-heid Turkestani region the begin- 
mings of a struggle for autoromy and 
independence were taking shape. The 
impact of the Mujahideer.’s struggie 
has been felt beyond the Afghan 
frontiers, in the Muslim communities 
of Russia. 

The Russian government has taken 
extra care in dealing with the new 
awakening. There ts now an elaborate 
system of satellite and radar, security 
checks and control on movements in 
the Muslim-populated areas. There is 
censorship or communication and the 
people are under constant watch. 

Maulvi Ahmad Gul said that on 
August 4 a Tashkent-bound train was 
heavily fired upon for half an hour by 
Soviet Russia's Turkestani soldiers, 
who also destroyed some radar sta- 
tions. 

There have been confirmed reports 
that a good number of Mujahideen 
have been secretly crossing the Rus- 
sian borders for Tabligh (the propaga- 
tion of Islam). 

Maulvi Fatahullah Haqqani was 45 
at the time of his martyrdom. Before 
his death he had captured three very 
important enemy posts. He was about 
to take the fourth pest when death 
overtook him. 


Maulvi Haqqani, a strategist in his” 


own right, was commander of the 
forces that had captured the famous 
Bari Qila in December 1982. : 
He was also among those who _ ad 
strongly protested against Afghan- 
Russian reiitions, and always 
opposed Russian activities in his 
country. 

It was during Nur Muhammad 
Taraki's regime that he proclaimed 


h 


Jihad and took over a number of 
police stations. 

He had just returned on September 
6 from the Hajj. He attended the 
burial of Maulvi Ahmad Gul, and 
went straight from the graveyard to 
the front. He returned to the 
graveyard as a martyr on September 
13, and was buried by the side of his 

and commander. 

Haji Ibrahim, 35, commander -in- 
chief of all posts in the Ismail Khel 
region, is the younger brother of 
Maulana Haqqani. He established the 
Ismail Khel centre and his been 
engaged in Jihad since the pre- 
miership of Sardar Daod Khan, parti- 
cipating in many operatiors against 
the enemy. 

He told of an offensive on July 26, 
when the Mujahideen successfully 
attacked a convoy of enemy troops. 
They captured four tanks and a large 
quantity of arms and ammunition and 
killed some 60 of the enemy. 

The fighting continued for several 
days. At one stage the Mujahideen 
purposely vacated their outposts and 
retreated secretly to dig up new tren- 
ches. The enemy came ovt of its 
hideouts and took over the vacated 
posts. The Mujahideen opened fire, 
killing 35 troops and capturing a 
number of Kalashnikovs, hand gre- 
nades, wireless sets and ammunition 

“The cowardice of the Soviet sol- 
diers can be seen in the way they hide 
in underground shelters in cities with 
multiple cir les of mines ali around,” 
Haji Ibrahinx said 

In his view, Afghanistan was not 
the last stop for Russia; from Afgha- 
nistan it would reach out to the warm 
waters, oil-rich regions and interna- 
tional sea lanes of the Mid-cast. He 
said the unity of the Islamic nations, 
the resistance movement of the 
Afghan Mujahideen, their Jihad 
against the infidels and their faith in 
God would all work together to throw 
the Russians out of their country. 

“In Afghanistan, Russia is using all 
its most modern weaponry, which it 
has not used elsewhere,” he added. 

* *« *# 

Kamil Shah, 35, is a trained 
teacher. He has been involved in the 
Jihad ever since its very beginning 
holding important commands and tak - 
ing part in many missions. He has 
successfully destroyed a number of 
tanks, armoured cars, rrmovured per- 
sonnel carriers and trucks laden with 
arms, ammunition and fucl as well as 
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capturing arms and ammunitions de- 
pots. 

Mulla Sadim Khan, 33, has a sim- 
lar record. Like many others Hukum 
Khan, 26, was forcibly recruited by 
the Russians. He joined the Mujahi- 
deen’s struggle and now commands a 
group of some 500 fighters. He has 
many feathers in his cap, but the one 
that distinguishes him is the gift of 
mastering the workings of all kinds of 
caputred machinery and weapons. He 
can maintain and repair such items 
and can train others to use them. 

Gulab Khan, 27, took refuge in 
Pakistan, and did odd jobs to make a 
living. But that life did not excite him 
much, and he came back to join the 
struggle. He has only one brother, 
who is a Khalagi (a member of the 
communist party of that name) 
Gulab Khan's only ambition ts to 
shoot his own communist brother 

Yhe Mujahideen are united and so 
are the'r parties. Recently the seven 
leaders, Maulvi Muhammad Nabi 
(Mahaz-i-Milli), Professor Burhanud- 
din Rabbani (Jamaat-i-Islami), En- 
gineer Guibadin Hikmatyar (Hizb-i- 
Islami), Professor Abdur Rasool 
Sayyaf (lIttehad-i-Islami), Maulvi 
Yonus Khalis (Younus Khalis group 
of Hizb-i-Islami), Pir Syed Ahmad 
Jilani = (Harkat-i-Inquilal-i-Islami), 
and Professor Sabghat Uliah MujaJ- 
daci (Nejat-i-Milli), have entered irto 
an cifective arrangement for joint 
cooperation and planning at strategic 
and political levels. These parties are 
internationally recognised parties, 
and the head of the alliance is chosen 
by rotation 

They have a 6)-member Maijlis-i- 
Shora, under which work several 
committees. 

Salahuddin concluded after meet- 
ing a number of leaders that differ- 
ences between the parties were li- 
mited to matters of distribution of 
provisions, money or relief supplies 
Logically, every tribe or tribal chief 
would like to have as much as possible 
for his tribe as quickly as possible 
That sometimes caused conflict, but 
they were absolutely united in the 
efforts to oust Babrak Karmal and the 
Soviet forces 

In the past there have been conflicts 
in matters of command over forces 
consisting of several tribes. These 
conflicts too have been resolved. Now 
the commander will be chosen from 
the tribe with the greatest influence in 
the province of the fighting. The 
groups or parties with relatively less 
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progress of fighting in only a couple «f 
provinces. Such ignorance server > 
interests of the Kremlin which goes 
unchecked and unchallenged on what 
it says through its own media and 
through others under its influence. 
The net result is that the situation in 
Afghanistan is known as a very local- 
ised war and not as one involving the 
whole nation. 

The world media and particularly 
that of the Islamic world, has never 
troubled to cover the war to show the 
world that a hapless people is at war 
with a superpower. It has not carried 
_ Stories that could have shown the 
mettle and the morale of the Afghan 
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['We Don't Join Blocs‘] 


[Text] 


people. 

They are a unique people. A few 
scenes testify to this fact. While 
approaching a village , Salahuddin and 
his party saw a child aged about five 
or six. He hurriedly turned and in a 
few seconds, a pitcher of water in his 
hands he rushed towards the stran- 
gers. Fire opened and the whole 
‘ surrounding area became covered by 
thick black smoke. Falling rockets 
and shells created a din that drowned 
all warnings to the child to stop and lie 


. down. Houses were on fire and the 


party was in utter confusion as to how 
to stop the approaching child. 

Ail lay prostrate, hushing their 
accompanying mule. The guide franti- 
cally beckoned to the child to lie down 
with the rest. But he would not. He 
continued running until he reached 
the party of strangers to his village 
and handed them the pitcher. After 
that he obedient'y lay prostrate with 
the others. 

Later the guide angrily asked the 
child why he had not lain down as 
soon as he was told to do so. “Bombs 
and rockets are common place,” the 
Loy quipped. The guide was not at all 
satisfied with the reply. But the child 
added, “Every one has to die at a 
fixed hour, not a moment carlier or 
later, that is what my mother taught 
me.” And the Mujahid guide was 
more than satisfied. Afghan tradition 
demands the offering of a meal or 
water to anybody passing through the 
village. The war could not deter the 
child from fulfilling the tradition. 

Salahuddin and his party met cara- 
vans, on foot and on mules, that had 
The caravans were organised with 


children and women riding the mules 
and old folk on foot, holding the 
reins. Each group was accompanied 
by a young man. Asked about the 
ordeals they had suffered on the way, 
they thanked God profusely that they 
were safe until that moment, without 

“It ts our 3ist day,” said one 
caravan. “It is the 27th day of our 
asking for sympathy from the en- 
quirer. 

The majority of the able survivors 
of such caravens join the struggle. 
women and children trek into Pakis- 
tan and add to the number of refugees 
there. 

Only a few such caravans enter 
Iran: There are now restriction’ on 
their entry. 

Salahuddin came across 28 


someone stopped him: “The deceased 
won the martyrdom he wanted and it 
is a matter to be happy about not to 
Salahuddin called on Maulana Haq- 
qani’s mother. This graceful elderly 
between three and six. She introduced 
each one to him: They weve all 
orphans as well as her real nephews 
and nieces. 

Morale is exemplary among the 
Afghan refugees. 


The Soviet forces have made the bombs and dropped nepalm bombs on 
\ whole expanse of Afghanistan a test civilian areas. They have harassed the 
| ing ground for its sophisticated arma- . whole nation by all conceiveable 
ments and deadly chemical weapons. means. But it has not submitted. 
have poisoned water used by The Mujahideen fighters sa 
hundreds of Mujahideen and their and missiles fall in the vicinity and 
innocent families. They have laid aircraft and helicopter gunships are 
mines in civilian areas, used “toy” hovering around. 
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The commander will lead the 
_ prayers, hold courts and pass verdicts 
based on the Sharia. He ensures 
equality of treatment, and takes food 
only after making sure that everyone 
also has already eaten. He will not go 
to bed until he has personally checked 
that every one has received a blanket, 
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{20 Dec 85 p 5] 


are destroyed on sight. Water courses 
are bombarded. Underground con- 
duits, surface canals, river channels 
and mountain streams are irreparably 
disrupted. Farmhouses are razed to 
the ground. ponds with rain water are 
poisoned. Roads, bridges and trans- 


mission lines are erased. 


[Failure to Get Desired Results] 


The regions once known as breadbas- 
kets are growing nothing. 

eee 
ployed ingenuity and valour. Mujahi- 
deen have been capturing tanks intact 


| with the help of a long, coarse, cloth 


suak the sheet in water and roll it over 
and over again to make a heavy ball. 
They ambush tanks by throwing the 
ball between the toothed chain and 
wheel. The tank stops with a jerk and 
tank with a kalashnikov in his hand 
ducks inside the tank and seals it from 


the occupants surrender. A good 
number of tanks have been captured 
with this 

The coarse cloth sheet has unique 
significance with Mujahideen. It is a 
part of their body; they keep it slung 
throughout the day and night. It is 
what they lift sick and wounded with; 
they make bandages and ciressings of 
it; it ts used as a stretcher; they lift 
arms and sammunitions with its hei; it 
covers and wraps the dead bodies; it is 
& prayer mat; and it can be used as a 
table cloth, towel, bedshect, blanket 
and overall. 

So is klashnikov important for Mu- 
jahideen. It is a currency and a means 
of barter. Once richness is measured 
in number of klashnikovs one has. 
One can enter deals of any tune with. 


[Text] 


Young students are sent to Russia 
for education, where they are giver 
training under a very specia! curricu- 
lum. The Mujahideen were asked 
about the impact of this indoctrina- 
tion on the young generation. They 
said that according to some rough 
estimates 40,000 students were sent to 
Russia for education during the last 
five years, but this year a significant 
drop in numbers was noted. The 
conclusion they drew was that 
attempts to brainwash them, have 
failed to provide the desired results. 
They have failed also in theif massive 
conscription schemes at home and 
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programmes for military training in 
Russia. One fighter said, “So will end 
their indoctrination programmes 
against innocent children.” Another 
added: “We are genuinely hopeful 
that both our soldiers and students 


The highly anti-Islamic education 
that was openly imparted during 
Hafeezullah Amin's regime is now 
diluted. But there are schemes and 
programmes under the cover of which 
efforts arc still being made to indoc- 
trinate the youth against the Mujahi- 
deen. 
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mghts is at its most extreme, the 
Mujahid added. 
* « ®f 

With regard to the possibility the 
return of Zahir Shah after the exit of 
Babrak Karmal and the Soviet forces, 
the Mujahideen are unanimous in 
their view that it was the deposed king 
who not only accepted the influence 
of Russia but welcomed it 
wholeheartedly. They have no liking 
for him. But the name of his son-in- 
law, a major general, was heard in 


Some interesting facts and figures 
were collected. More than 80 percent 
of weapons used by the Mujahideen 
are that were captured intact or re- 
paired by them for use. The balance 
they produce locally. 

Out of a total population of some 
16 million, some more than three 
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[A War Without Reference To Land] 


[Text] 


"The Afghan Mujahideen do nbt 


care about casualties on the battie- 
field. They only care about the toll of 
innocent family members back home. 

The ratio of casualties in engage- 
ments is always in the Mujahideen's 
favour. But the elimination of villages 
and massacre of the civilians disturb 
the ratio. 

eee 

The Mujahideen's war is altogether 
different from other contemporary 
struggies fought by Muslims in or 
outside of their own countries. As 
Salahuddin found himself and as their 
leaders put it, the differnece is faith. 
heresy and, of course, imperialism. It 
is a struggle without reference to land. 


ing fox the supremacy of Islam. Even 
if the Russian troops pack. up and 
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showdown. No wars have bern fought 
in & landlocked country like Afghanis- 
tan. It is virtually cut off from the 
outside world. It is a war where the 
peoples are fighting on two fronts: 
against an alien super power and 
against an un-Islamic government at 
home. 
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When the leaders were asked about 
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a war in 29 provinces against 
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have any roots in the masses nor did it 
reflect their mood or aspirations. It 
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AFGHANISTAN 


EXPORT BANK EXPANDING ACTIVITIES 
Kabul DEHQAN in Dari 25 Sep 85 p 8 


[Text] The Export Development Bank was founded in the first half of 1355 [21 
March 1976 - 20 March 1977] with an initial capital of 100 million afghanis in 
order to help provide the necessary financing for exporters. After the victory 
of the glorious Sawr revolution, the banking activities of this institution ex- 
panded and became ever more intensive. A source from the Export Development 
Bank told DEHQAN correspondent: 


From the time all the banks were nationalized, they have been separated in 
various sectors of specialized activities. For instance, the Industrial Devel- 
opment Bank is active in the industrial sector, the Agricultural Development 

Bank is active in the sector of agriculture and the commercial banks all have 

a special role in providing services in the area of foreign trade. The Export 
Development Bank, which is one of the commercial banks, provides credit financing 
in the area of private industry and commerce, it also provides similar services 
to various other institutions, corportations and cooperatives according to the 
provisions of the loan bill and other pertinent regulations. 


The extension of loans of this bank to the above-stated sectors as of 1355 un- 
til the end of 1363 [21 March 1984 - 20 March 1985] have been divided into two 
export and import categories. In the year 1355 there were no import credit Loans 
while in the same period there were 218.5 million afghanis of export credit loans. 
Similarly, in 1363 the import loans amounted to 646.08 million afghanis and the 
export credit loans came to 1.515 billion afghanis. The balance of import loans 
of the bank from 1355 until the end of 1363 was 2.974 billion afghanis and that 

of the export loans for the same period amounted to 9.072 billion afghanis. The 
total figure stood at 12.047 billion afghanis which showed a year to year in- 
crease in the amount of loan credit activities. 


The abovementioned source also added: The distribution of loans for exportable 
products of the country such as raisins, almonds, sesames, linseed, cotton, the 
skin of Karakul lamb, carpets, cereals and medicinal herbs are provided to the 
merchants of the country according to the provisions of the loan bills and other 
pertinent regulations. Furthermore, for the purpose of facilitating the process 
of permissible import merchandise the amount of pertinent loans have had a year 
to year increase. 


In answer to a question the source stated: Although in the articles of associa- 
tion of the bank the issue of marketing as regards the exportable goods of merchants 
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and various other companies has been discussed and to this end, the Export Devel- 
opment Bank has been able up to a certain extent to provide pertinent services 

for the interested exporters, however it should be mentioned that this bank does 
not have a branch in any other country. Therefore, based on the pertinent foreign 
reports this bank provides the necessary marketing consultation for its customers. 
As a result of this activity the transaction relations of the Export Development 
Bank with reputable banks of the world have been expanded. 


The aforementioned source also said: The proper plan for export and import loans 
has already been projected and we hope that with the ever-increasing assistance 
from the Bank of Afghanistan we will be able to provide more help to individual/ 
private merchants and various other import and export institutions. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SECOND PHASE OF LAND REFORM UNDERWAY IN PROVINCES 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 19 Oct 85 ppl, 2 
/Article: "Land Reform Goes on in Provinces"/ 


Likewise, thirty-four 
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peasants of my village I 
assure the party and the 
revolutionary state that 
since the party and the 
revolutionary state make 
indefatigable efforts day 
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landless and sma!)-scale 


land holding peasantry 
families of Madad Khe! 
and Eshqabad villages of 
Jabul Saraj district of 
Parwan province in a re 
cent function seceived 
land ownership docume- 


nts. 

According to a spokes- 
man for the Der-ocratic 
Land Reform Directorate 
of Parwan province, an 
area covering 25 hectar- 
es of land was cleared in- 
afore-mentioned villages 
and forty one surplus la- 
nd was given to the land- 
owners. i 

Similarly, ‘ during the 
same period, the Democr- 
atic Land Reform Direc- 
torate distributed a qu- 
antity of 11,932 tons of ch- 
emical fertilizers and 5 
tons of improved agricul- 
tural seeds to the peasa- 
nts who had received land 
ownership documents. 

Another report from 
Kunduz province states 
that the peasantry coun- 
cil in Ghondi Kalai rela- 
tes to Chardara district 
of Kunduz province, was 
set up in order to attract 
the peasants for further 
participation in the imp- 
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lementation of the sec- 
ond phase of tie democ- 
ratic land and water re- 
forms. 

The function was atte- 
nded by a large number 
of the peasants among 
whom Rahman Jan, was 
elected chairman and six 
others as members of the 
council in a free and dem- 
ocratic atmosphere. 

. . a 

The session of the Co- 
mmission for the Democ- 
ratic Land and Water 
Reforms of Paktia Prov- 
ince on the results of the 
work of that commission 
during the current year 
was recently opened in 
Gardiz city. 


The report on the work 
and activity of the corm- 
mission during the first 
six months of the current 
Afghan year (be- 
gun March 21, 
1985) was presented by 
Shair Ahmad Fazli, head 
of the General Director- 
ate of the Land Reforms 
of Paktia province which 
in Ppa” says: 

“During the first six 
months of the current ye- 
ar the land-ownership ar- 
ea of 310 peasantry fam- 
ilies, equivalent to 500 
hectares of land was clar- 
ified and documented and 
more than 260 hectares 
of surplus land were dis- 
tributed to 251 deserving 
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peasantry families, free 
of charge. 


Likewise, during _ this 
period 500 ownership do- 
cuments were given to 
the landless and small-se- 
ale landholding peasants 
of the province, seven pe 
asantry councils and  th- 
ree peasantry committees 
were lately established 
through which the wa- 
ter quotas of 310 peasa- 
ntry families have been 
defined and 72 cases have 
been settled.” 

The report adds that du- 
ring this period 141 cubic 
meters of irrigation can- 
als have been repaired and 
re-activated and as a res- 
ult of the voluntary and 
callective work of 
the peasants 5,400 square 
meters of canals have be- 
en cleaned with the help 
of the facilities provided 
by the Irrigation Depart- 
ment of Paktia Province. 

Similarly, material and 
technical aid of the Dep 
artment to the peasants 
amounted to 128 tons of 
chemical fertilisers, 14 to- 
ns of agricultural seeds 
totally amounting to mo- 
re than 389,500 Afs. 

The report adds. that 
right now, the implemen- 
tation of the second ph- 
ase of the democratic land 
reform is going on sucec- 
essfully in eleven villag- 
es of Mangal district. 








FARMERS ASSISTED IN SOWING 
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AFGHANISTAN 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 19 Oct 85 p 1 


[Article: "State Aid in Autumn Sowing Campaign"/ 


rated in the sowing cam- 
pagns For the autumn 
sowing campaign it 
has been decided to distr- 
ibute 66.000 tons of fer- 
tilizers, 39.068 tons of 
urea and the remaining is 
phosphorus bearing fcr. 
tilizers. This figure indi- 
cates an increase of 9 (1) 


tons cemparing with the 


also great impact on crop 
capacity. The farmers, th- 
erefore, will be getting 
additional quantity of im- 
proved seeds for the pres- 
ent esutumn campaign. 
They will also receive 
pesticides worth of more 
than 2 million Afs. 
to seve their crops 
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end pests Meanwhile ed agriculture will also be 
the Agricultural Develo peg a a 
lopment Bank provides in Nangara alley 
credits on an easy term is province 

for purchasing improved “Th 

seeds, pesticides and oth- © credit provided 
ers. The credit distrib- by the Agricultural Dev- 
than the previous year. duals and members of 
“The area under mech- cooperatives are aimed 
anized ture was on- at serving them. 

ly five thousand hectarses For this purpose, the 
last year. This area was bank facilitates granting 
expanded to 23,000 hecte credits to the farmers. 
ign. Likewise, land of purchasing improved 
state farms under cult seeds, fertilizers, pesticid- 
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AFGHANISTAN 


HUNDREDS MOBILIZED AROUND AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES 
Kabul DEHQAN in Dari 2 Oct 85 p 6 


[Text] With regard to the continual care and agricultural policy of the PDPA 
and the government of the DRA, in contemplation of improving the living condi- 
tion and increasing the farm products and in order to be able to give timely 
assistance in the matter of the cultivation and the harvest of farmers’ crop 
with each and every passing with the active and voluntary participation of the 
farmers throughout various provinces, districts and rural areas of the country 
new agricultural services cooperatives are created. 


By being mobilized around agricultural cooperatives, the farmers can easily 
and on time obtain their various bare necessities such as chemical fertilizers, 
improved wheat seeds, pesticides, herbicides, farm machinery and equipment. Ke- 
garding the above-stated subject, DEHQAN's reporter has prepared a report on 
on the activities of the branch cooperative of the Land and Agriculture Depart- 
ment of Deh Sabz district which will appear below. 


A source from the Land and Agriculture Reform branch of Deh Sabz distric’ tated: 
For the purpose of mobilizing the farmers into a unified force, with the volun- 
tary participation of 681 farmers, with a capital share of 182,200 afghanis, 
involving 300 acres of land, eight agricultual services cooperatives were for-~- 
med in the villages of Deh Yahya, Pay Minar, Bakhtiaran, Khajah Chasht, Dod Kheyl, 
Yakah Tut, Tarah Kheyl and Qabel Pay. 


In the spring campaign of the current year, the members of the agricultural co- 
operatives have obtained 491,825 afghanis through grarts and loans from their 
revolutionary government. On the other hand, they've also received 58.3 tons 

of white fertilizer, 24 tons of black fertilizer, 29 tons of improved wheat seeds 
and 79 bags of soil-enriching sulphur. In the same period, 177,000 afghanis of 
previous loans were paid back and after proper familiarization with the goals 

of the cooperatives 34 farmers have  luntarily become members of these coopera- 
tives. Furthermore, the members of the agricultural cooperatives of Deh Yahya 
village decided to export 1,708 tons of grapes and 431 tons of raisins through 
the medium of abovementioned cooperatives after correctly realizing that these 
cooperatives are protecting their interests. 


The source went on to add: The members of the agricultural cooperatives of Hod 
Kheyl, Tarah Kheyl, Deh Yahya, Khajeh Chasht, Yakah Tut, Bakhtiaran and Pay Minar 
have played an active role in realizing the second phase of the democratic Land 
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and Water Keform and also in fulfilling the progressive objectives of the party 
and the revolutionary government. To this end, 457 members of the cooperatives 
of the aforementioned villages have received land deeds and have settled their 
pertinent disputes. Moreover, during the same time period an illiteracy course 
in which 20 farmers have taken part was established in the village of Deh Yahya. 
Similarly, in order to facilitate the process of cultivation and harvest of 
agricultural products of the members of the cooperatives of this district, an 
area of 280 hectares has been properly prepared by mechanized farm machinery. 


The source also added: In addition to their sacrifice, sweat and utmost efforts 
for increasing farm products and securing the necessary foodstuff for themselves 
and their countrymen, the members of the cooperatives also have taken up arms 
and some 67 members of these cooperatives through creation of security centers 
are valiantly denfending the achievements of the revolution shoulder to shoulder 
with other defenders. 
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ANIMAL FARMERS RECEIVE ASSISTANCE 
Kabul DEHQAN in Dari 2 Oct 85 p 8 


[Text] The improvement of stockbreeding affairs and the provision of essistance 

to stockbreeders is one of the main concerns <f our revolutionary government. 

It ‘+ for this reason that the Department of Animal Husbandry of the Ministry 
agticulture and Land Reform through proper treatr  . and vaccination of ani- 

uals carries -vt effective and practical programs. 


In order to enhance the growth of animal products, proper efforts are put in 
force to improve animal and poultry breeding throughout the country. To be able 
to realize this objective, pertinent animal and poultry farms and artificial in- 
semination projects have been created, to, on the one hand insure the improvement 
of poultry and animals and their proliferation, and on the other to make certain 
that this sector plays its fundamental role in bittressing the national economy 
of the country. 


Based on the plan of 1364 [21 March 1985 - 20 March 1986] with an eye to improv- 
ing and proliferating a better breed of animals, the stockbreeding department in 
the first quarter of the cur sent year has carried out the following measures: 
During the first quarter of the year in the animal farm of Bini Hesar a total of 
292 milk cows and calves were properly bred which realized 98 percent of the pro- 
jected plan. Annual plan for production of milk in this farm is 175,000 liters 
and in the first quarter it produced 55,000 liters of milk. The production of 
milk for the current quarter was 42,495 liters. 


During the first quarter of the year in the Qarah Qol farm of Balkh Province 43 
rams, 182 ewes and 120 male and female lambs were properly bred. Furthermore, 
more than 377 tons of dairy products were processed. Similarly, through the 
Dairly Product of Afghanistan Project which will have an annual projected plan 
of 265,650 tons of milk, more than 8,935 liters of milk were produced during 
the first quarter of the year. Moreover, during the same period 53,874 kilo- 
grams of curdled milk, 855 kg of butter and 1,223 kg of cheese were produced 
through the same project. 


A projected plan for the incubation and breeding of 5,000 stock chickens in the 
annual program of the poultry project of Bagrami and Jangalak have been included 
and during the first quarter of the year this number reached 4,135. Likewise, 
in the same period 48,605 eggs, 13,267 chickens and 514,700 kg of fowl were sold 
and 104,675 eggs and 28,239 chickens were produced. 
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In the artificial insemination project, the projected annual plan called for 
keeping 12 buffaloes, however in the first quarter of the year 14 buffaloes 
which were bred through artificial insemination were kept. Further, the annual 
artificial insemination Of 20,000 cows was projected in the relevant plan, and 
in the first quarter of the year 6,680 cows were artificially inseminated. 


In the bee culture project, during the first quarter of the year over 1,000 kg 
of honey and nine kilograms of beeswax were produced. Furthermore, in the 
same project 30 eggs of honeybees which had been laid in large cells were fed 
on royal jelly to produce 30 young queens and after copulation of the queens 
30 complete colonies each consisting of a queen, workers and drones were pro- 
duced. 


According to the report of a source from the Animal Husbandry Department, the 
Stockbreeding and Propagation Department of Balkh Province has carried out the 
following operations during the first quarter of the year for the purpose of 
improving the breeding of animals: 


- Providing guidance and technical consultation to 1,285 stockbreeders. 


- Preparing or organizing simple and more complex building plans for the 
construction of special quarters for 765 stockbreeders. 


- Preparing and organizing feeding charts with due consideration to environ- 
mental conditions and preservation of fodder for the animals together with pro- 
viding necessary consultation to 905 stockbreeders. 


- Continuous technical cooperation with government and private farms and co- 
operatives, and cooperation with 12 small cow-breeding farms. 


- Cooperating with the Jan and Pars Department for the purpose of establishing 
a poultry farm. 


- Providing guidance and cooperation with Silo Department for the purpose of 
creating a cow-breeding farm. 


- Encouraging 1,358 farmers and stockbreeders to set up or form poultry, sheep- 
breeding or Karakul lam-breeding farms. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


NATIONAL FATHERLAND FRONT ASSISTING MARTYRS FAMILIES 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 1 Oct 85 pp 1, 4 


[Text] The Provincial National Fatherland Front of Samangan has one city council, 
one district council, one subdistrict, five village and 41 residential councils. 
From the aforementioned total number of councils, one district council, three 
village and 20 residential councils were created during the current year. Like- 
wise, 7/14 persons from the total number of the provincial council members which 
comprise 1,498 have newly joined the various councils of the NFF of Samangan. 


Also 18 peace councils with 130 members have been created in the Provincial NFF 

of Samangan. Furthermore, 18 literacy courses with 270 students have been created 
in the central district councils of Samangan Province. Recently, 27 individuals 
were graduated from the above-stated literacy courses. 


The director of the Provincial NFF Council of Samangan added: Moreover, 25 mo- 
bile and stationary propaganda groups have been formed in the NFF of Samangan. 
According to previously prepared plans these groups are charged with the exten- 
sive task of informing the inhabitants of the villages and hamlets of their re- 
levant region about the goals of the party, the government of the DRA, the land 
and water reform, the importance »f literacy, rules and laws of the local organs 
and government departments, the decisions and decrees of the grand tribal assem- 
blies, the crimes of the mercenaries and exposing their true and filthy nature, 
securing national peace and puttins, an end to fratricide throughout the country. 


In addition to the aforementioned activities the representative of the provin- 
cial council has been able to create seven farmers councils and two consumer co- 
operatives with the cooperation of other relevant institutions. Beside, he also 
has been able to select and appoint eight water-distributors with their assistants 
in order to help distribute water among farmers on a fair basis. 


During the current year, the Provincial NFF Council of Samangan has also provided 
115,000 afghanis from the gratis/gift money fund as aid to the families of the 
martyrs of the revolution, the invalids and the disabled. In a like manner, it 
has distributed an oqual share of wheat from the relief assistance of friendly 
countries among 318 individuals who are members of the defenders of the revolu- 
tion working in various parts of the said province. Additionally, 6/6 patients 
including children and adults from the district of Hazrat-e Soltan have received 
medical aid and treatment from the mobile doctors. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


NEW HEALTH CENTER PROVIDES GRATIS SERVICE TO ALL 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 21 Oct 85 p 4 


[fext/ KABUL (BIA) -- Health insurance and medical care form one of the 
basic and crucial objectives of the PDPA and the state of the DRA. There- 
fore, the revolutionary party and state pay great attention to the health 
and well-being of the people and the health services are being extended 
day by day on countrywide scale. 


In line with the philanthropic policy of our revclutionary party and 
state, generalisation of medical care by the Ministry of Public Health of 
DRA has achieved great successes. Despite the plots and subversive 
activities of the counter-revolutionary elements, the Ministry with the 
moral and material aid of the friendly countries, headed by the Soviet 
Union and with the technical assistance of international organisations has 
built hospitals, clinics and other medical service centers throughout the 
country. 


The State Central Polyclinic of the Ministry of Public Health of the DRA 
which is well-equipped with advanced and modern facilities is one of the 
brilliant examples of internationalist co-operation of the great country 
of Soviets with the DRA. The polyclinic which was inaugurated last week 
provides all medical services to our compatriots free of charge. 


Dr Ahmad Wali Babak, the General President of the State Central Polyclinic 
in an interview said, "Despite the fact that daily norm of the Polyclinic 
is planned for 600 patients, a week after the inauguration more than 1,000 
patients have visited the polyclinic and made use of its services. 


The State Central Polyclinic has sections as Internal surgery, ear and 
throat, psychiatric, neuro-surgery, urology, obstetrics and gynaecology, 
Opthalmology, dermatology, pediatrics and other auxiliaries such as opera- 
tion room, laboratory, X-rays, infectious diseases, including tuberculosis, 
malaria, emergency section, family planning, gastric juice, vaccination 

and pharmacy, each of these sections are equipped with the most up-to-date 
medical facilities. 


Right now, forty local doctors and 3 specialists from the friendly country, 
the Soviet Union, are engaged in various sections of the polyclinic to 
provide medical care to our compatriots. 
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The president of the State Central Polyclinic said, general medical check- 
ups are being carried out in various sections of the polyclinic and the 
required medicines and drugs are dispensed to the patients free of charge. 


The pharmacology section of the polyclinic is equipped with modern facil- 
ities to make synthecic drugs. Here the drugs are synthesized and dispensed 
to the patients free of charge. The physical therapy section of the poly- 
clinic is equipped with the most advanced facilities, being unique in the 
country. This, in itself is a new manifestation in the field of medicine 
in Afghanistan. The stomatology section of the polyclinic possesses four 
well-equipped apparatuses for dental treatments, x-rays, tooth orthopedy 
and various complex treatments. 


Concerning the other sections of the polyclinic, the President said: 
"Medical check-ups are carried out and the prescribed medicines are being 
distributed to the patients free of charge by the pharmacy. He went on to 
say that in case the patients need continued ticatment, they are being 
introduced to other hospitals. 


The foundation stone of the Polyclinic was laid in 1981 at a total cost of 
131,000,000 Afs. from the state development budget and 9 million rubles, 
aid of the friendly country, the Soviet Union, was spent on the construc- 
tion of the polyclinic. The polyclinic was completed in 3.5 years by 

Banai Construction Unit in three blocks of three-storeyed buildings with 
about 300 rooms. Local engineers and specialists from the friendly country 
the Soviet Union Co-operated in its construction. The State Polyclinic 

of the Ministry of Public Health of the DRA is open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
to render service to the patients. Besides, the polyclinic is open from 
4:30 to 6 p.m. for the state employees who cannot come to the polyclinic 
during the official working hours. 


/12851 
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AFGHANISTAN 


HEALTH SERVICES EXTENDED 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 22 Oct 85 pl 
[Article: "Free of Charge Medical Services for People"7 


[Text/ KABUL (BIA) -- Since giving medical services free of charge and 
ensuring equal rights for our countrymen in making use of health services, 
make up part of the popular policy of the PDPA and the state of the DRA, 
the government has taken effective and extensive steps towards the popular- 
ization of medicine and improving free medical services, in the light of 
the Programme of Action of the PDPA. 


A spokesman for the Ministry of Public Health reported that based on *he 
proposal of the Ministry, the Council of Ministers of the DRA has approved 
gratuitousness of another part of medical services which has still been 
paid for. 


The spokesman added that on the basis of this decision of the Council] of 
Ministers, laboratory tests, except those of the water supply projects and 
complete tests of the materials having commercial aspect the paid beds in 
the hospitals, X-Ray treatment, including that of cancer diseases, dental 
treatment, the paid operations in the Avicina Hospital, electrocardiogran, 
audiometry, physiotherapy, electroencephalography and other technical and 
orthopedic services have become free of charge all over the country. 


The government had already declared the gratuitousness of a main part of 
medical services in the country as well. Among them one can name gynecol- 
ogy service at home deliveries, giving blood free of charge and giving free 
medical services in the NOOR bospital and the Institute of Child Health 
named after Indira Gandhi. 


The state accepts annual subsidy of millions of Afghanis for rendering 
free medical services to people. 


/12851 
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AFGHANISTAN 


VILLAGE COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP GROWING 
Kabul DEHQAN in Dari 2 Oct 85 pp 6-7 


[Text] Members of the Farmers’ Cooperatives Union of Faryab Province: 

The Provincial Council of the Farmers’ Cooperative Union of Faryab Province, 
which was formed for the purpose of attracting farmeis and other toiling in- 
dividuals in joining the consumers and handicrafts cooperatives, was created 
in 1361 [21 March 1982 - 20 March 1983] and now has 3,204 members. The social 
composition of its membership roster comprise 1,064 farmers, 387 workers, 630 
intellectuals and 465 craftsmen who are mobilized in 20 consumer and handicraft 
cooperatives with a capital share of 2,565,500 afghanis. 


Regarding the activities in the first quarter of the current year the director 
of the Provincial Council of the Farmers’ Cooperatives Union of Faryab Province 
told DEHQAN's reporter: In the first quarter of the current year two consumer 
cooperatives, one called Kuhi-Khaneh located in the provincial capital and 
another called Hambastegi situated in the Pole-Cheragh district with a total 
of 228 members, were created. Furthermore, in the same period 191 individuals 
joined other consumer cooperatives of the province and a new butcher shop with 
a capital share of 100,000 afghanis was opened in Andkhui city. Moreover, in 
the same period 941,572 afghanis worth of consumer goods, an equivalent amount 
of 888,420 afghanis of chemical fertilizers, improved wheat seeds, pesticides 
and herbicides and an equivalent amount of 571,121 afghanis worth of farmers 
surplus products were made available for sale to the farmers and other toiling 
workers of Faryab Province through consumer and agricultual product stores at 
lower than the regular market prices. 


Likewise, with a view to forming the farmers and other toiling workers into a 
unified force and keeping them in close touch with the party and the revolution- 
ary government, particularly the realization of the important decisions of the 
grand tribal assembly, two meetings were held for farmers during the first quar- 
ter of the current year through the efforts of this union. In order to fulfill 
the decrees and decisions of the grand tribal assembly and secure the peace and 
security and protect the great achievements of the revolution the majority of 
the members of consumer and handicraft cooperatives carry arms in one hand and 
farm tools in the other. With an eye to completely eliminating illiteracy among 
farmers, during the same period four literacy courses were recently established 
with the participation of some farmers. 


As regards the deficiencies and inadequacies of the said union, the director of 
the provincial council stated: There are four inactive handicraft cooperatives 
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aithin the framework of the Farmers’ Cooperatives Union of Faryab Province, 
although for the purpose of reactivating these cooperatives which have an in- 
portant role in the economy of the country, we've asked on several occasions 
for financial help from the Farmers’ Union Central Council of the DRA, and have 
dispatched a representative of the union to the capital, but unfortunately each 
time our representative has come back to Faryab Province empty-handed. Like- 
wise, we are facing some problems in transferring consumer goods from Mazar-e 
Sharif to Faryab Province. The transfer of consumer goods only takes place 
twice a year which can by no means answer the needs of all the members of con- 
sumer cooperatives. Furthermore, since Faryab Province is one of the agricul- 
tural provinces of the country a sum of two million afghanis has been allocated 
for the purchase of surplus products of the farmers through the Farmers Union 
Central Council of the DRA, however because of the short supply of cash, un- 
fortunately we are not in a position to buy the surplus products of many far- 
mers. We hope that the Central Council of the Farmers’ Cooperatives Union of 
the DRA will help us toward the growth of our cooperative movement so that we 
will be able to reactivate the handicraft cooperatives and to make it pos: ‘ble 
for us to purchase the surplus products of the farmers and provide us with the 
capability to more frequently transfer consumer goods. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


WATER PUMP INSTALLATION INTENDED TO REMEDY WATER SHORTAGE 
Kabul DEHQAN in Dari 2 Oct 85 p 8 


[Text] In the same way that the national democratic Sawr revolution unshackled 
the hands and feet of the farmers from the oppressive chains of the feudalists, 
it has also continued and still continues to expand its various agricultural 
services through the medium of government departments in order to enhance their 
living condition. In line with the humanitarian goals of the revolution and 
according to the provisions of the law regarding utilization of water and its 
relevant regulations pertaining to the users, two sets of mobile water pumps, 
type 50-80 manufactured in the Soviet Union, were installed and became opera- 
tional in the village of Qarah Kutarmah, in the district of Hazrat-e Imam in 
Qonduz Province. During the start of the operation, which was initiated by the 
governor of Qonduz, hundreds of farmers, responsible officials of the branch 
office of Agriculture and Land Reform of the provincial party committee and heads 
of the Irrigation and Agriculture Departments of Qonduz Province were present. 
These water pumps went into operation in order to inusre the happiness or pros- 
perity of the country's farmers and boost their yields. 


Thereafter, Abdol Rashid, one of the village farmers, on behalf of others while 
expressing his appreciation for the government and party's care and consideration, 
stated: With the installation of these water pumps, the land of us, the farmers, 
which had been left unused during recent years as a result of the ravages and 
devastation of the dams and water-ways by the godless insurgents, will once again 
spring back to life and become green and blooming through the care and interest 
of the party and government organs. We will protect these water pumps like our 
own lives and properiy and make proper and sagacious use of them in increasing 
our cultivation and productivity. 


Quoting the head of the Irrigation Department of Qonduz, DEHQAN's correspondent 
reported that the capacity of both water pumps is 165 liters of water per second 
and they are capable of irrigating an area of over 2,000 acres of land. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


FORCES REPORTEDLY KILLED--Mashhad, Khorassan Prov., 17 Dec (IRNA)--Over 100 
joint Afghan-Soviet forces were killed and 80 other captured in a Mujahidin 
ambush attack on a large military convoy of the joint forces two weeks ago. 
The convoy was on its way from Herat to Badghis Province. During the attach 
12 enemy tanks were destroyed and 116 truck-loads of munitions were seized 
by the Afghan Muslim Mujahideen. Meanwhile, in retaliation for the 
Muhahidin's attack, the joint forces bombed and missile attacked villages 

in the region, massacring more than 100 Muslim women and children. [ext] 
[Tehran IRNA in English 0850 GMT 17 Dec 85 LD] /9738 


FORCES SAID RETREATING-—London, 17 Dec (IRNA)--Afghan Mujahidin have killed 
20 joint government and Soviet soldiers and captured two trucks loaded with 
ammunition, cutting off all access roads to the beseiged sub-divisional 
headquarters of Maruf, in Qandahar Province. The two has been under seige 
since 24 November, according to agency Afghan press here. Meanwhile, a 
group of Mujahidin led by Captain Hadi have beaten back an attack launched 
on the Hazarhjat area, Bamiyan Province, say reports. It was the first 
time during six years of occupation that Soviet troops have attacked 
Hazarehjat, but the Mujahidin foiled their attempts and forced them to 
retreat with heavy losses. [Text] [Tehran IRNA in English 1840 GMT 17 Dec 
85 LD] /9738 


CASUALTIES REPORTED--Tehran, 14 Dec (IRNA)--Afghan Mujahideen have smashed 
a joint Soviet-Karmal offensive in Khakriz [IRNA spelling], Qandahhar 
Province, killing or wounding more than 600 troops, besides destroying 90 
enemy tanks and personnel carriers, as well as 11 helicopters. According 

to Mujahideen sources Saturday [14 December], the joint offensive launched 
last week was badly beater and forced to retreat. Kabul Radio has confirmed 
the attack in its daily program, but has since blacked out any information 
about its progress or the number of casualties suffered by either side. 
[Text] [Tehran IRNA in English 1835 GMT 14 Dec 85 LD] /9738 


SOVIET WITHDRAWAL PREDICTED--Islamabad, 14 Dec (IRNA)--The leader of the 
Jamiat-i Islami (Islamic Society) of Afghanistan, Burhaneddin Rabbani, 
speaking in Peshawar Friday said that according to reliable sources, the 
Soviet Government will pull out its forces from Afghanistan next year. 
Rabbani, quoting informed sources said that the Soviet Defence Ministry has 
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sent a letter to Afghan Government noting that Soviet forces are no longer 
able to fight against the Afghan Muslim Muhajideen. The Soviet officials 
have also informed Babrak Karmal that in 1986 they would not continue to 
maintain security of Karmal’s Government and, therefore, will leave the 
responsibility for the Afghan Government, he added. Rabbani warned Muslim 
Mujahideen against any schism and said that the enemies were after such 
vicious plans. He further condemned the Geneva talks on Afghanistan, a new 
round of which is to start next week under the supervision cf the United 
Nations. He said that such talks, held between representatives of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan would fail again. He stressed that no one had the 
right to negotiate on behalf of people of Afghanistan and make any decision 
for them. The fate of Afghanistan, he concluded, must be determined by 
Afghans. [Text] [Tehran IRNA in English 1210 GMT 14 Dec 85 LD] /9738 


FORCES SAID SUSTAINING LOSSES--London, 13 Dec (IRNA)--AGENCY AFGHAN PRESS 
here said that Karmal mass media in Afghanistan has confirmed that the 
Mujahideen carried out operations in the provinces of Baghlan, Balkh, 
Herat, Farah, Uruzgan, Ghanzi, Nangarhar, Kabul and Laghman, in which 850 
persons were claimed to have been kiyled and over 300 captured. Kabul 
Radio stated that worst hit were the provinces of Herat and Balkh where 
Soviet-Karmal forces sustained heavy losses. In Balkh Province, the 
Mujahideen with the collaboration of Soviet troops of the Muslim occupied 
state of Tajikistan blew up an ammunition depot, inflicting over 100 
casualties on the Soviet troops. In addition, Balkh, the western province 
of Herat was the main target of Mujahideen's operations, which according 
to Kabul Radio were the scene of fierce clashes between the Mujahideen 
and Soviet-Karmal troops in Herat City. The AAP report said also that the 
main Jamia Josque of Herat City was severely damaged by joint forces’ 
shelling which martyred 80 Afghan civilians. The Kabul Radio, however, 
did not mention the losses of Soviet-Karmal troops. [Text] [Tehran 

IRNA in English 1450 GMT 13 Dec 85 LD] /9738 
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BANGLADESiU 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE FOOD AlD--Japan will provide Bangladesh with a grant of Taka 20 
crore under notes the two governments exchanzed in Dhaka yesterday. [External 
Resources Division Secretary M K Anwar and Japanese ambassador Yoshitomo 
Tanaka signed the notes on behalf of their government. Japan will provide 
the grant assistance under the food aid convention of the international 
wheat agreement, 1971, known as Kennedy Round Programme, meant for food 
support to the developing countries. Of the total amount Taka 10 crore 
would be utilized by Jangladesh government to iaport wheat from the United 
States and taka 6 crore to import rice from Pakistan. The remaining amount 
of Taka 4 crore will be used for transportation of the foodgrains to 
Bangladesh ports. Since 19/71 Bangladesh has received an amount of Taka 237 
crore 26 lakh as grant for rice from Japan under the K f Prosramme. It is 
only this year that Japan agreed to provide wheat to Sangladesh for the first 
time. Totsl food grant received from Japan, iucluding the present one will 
stand at Taka 256 crore 43 lakh. With tie signing of the exchange of notes 
yesterday total grant assistance to Bangladesh will amount to Taka 963 crore 
47 lakh. Japan also extended loan to Sangladesh amountins to Taka 2640 
crore since 1974. [Text] [Dhaka TIE NW NATION in English 13 Nov S5 pp 1, 
S) /9274 


COMMULIST LEADCR ARRESTED--Mr Tipu Biswas, a leader of the Commmist Lea;ue 
of Bangladesh and the Seven-party alliance was arrested at 11:30 a.m. 
yesterday from the GPO crossing alony with six others. The other arrested 
persons are Zahiruddin Swapan, weneral secretary of Biplobi Chhatra Moitree 
and a leader of the Kendriyo Chhatra Sangram Paad, Syed rish Mohsin Al-Mamun, 
Mohammad Shahjahan, Rafiqul Islam, Aminul Islam and Sohrab Ali Sheikh. [Text] 
[Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 12 Nov 85 pp 1, 8] /9274 


NEW THAL ENVOY--Thailand has appointed Niran Panupong as its new Ambassador 
to Bangladesh, report BSS. Bora August 24, 1929 Ir Panupone entered the 
foreign service in 1950 after obfaining his Lib and M. A. (Diplomacy) from 
the Thammasat University. lie was liinister Counsellor at the Thai UCmbassy 
in Vientiane prior to his present assiyament. [Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION 
in English 5 Nov 35 p 3] /9274 


AMBASSADOR TO POLAND--The sovernment has decided to appoint Mr K. I. Shehab 
uddin, at present Charge D'Affaires in Warsav, as Ambassador of Sanyladesh 
to the Polish People's Republic, accordin: to an official source. A career 
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diplomat, lir kK. h. Shehabuddin did his B.A. (ions) and M.A. in History from 
the University of Dhaka. He joined Foreivn Service in 1966 and served in 
various capacities in India, Nepal, France, Lebanon and Great Britain. Ile 
was tie Veputy Hich Commissioner of Bangaldesh in London from 1979 to 19382. 
He alsc worked as Director and Director-General in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Joint Secretary-in Charze of Relief and rehabilitation Division, 
Ministry of Food in 1982-83. He was appointed Charge D'Affaires of Banyladesh 
to Poland in July 1933. Mr. Shehabuddin has travelled widely as member of 
Banzladesh delegations to many countries in South and South East Asia, Middle 
East, Europe and America. ile also attended the United Nations Ceneral As- 
sembly Sessions several times. He is married and has children. [Text] 
[Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 3 Nov S35 p 3) /9274 


PRC ENVOY'S CREDENTIALS--The Ambassador--desisnate of China to Bangladesh, 
Mr Zhen; Jianying, presented his credentials to President HM. H. Ersiad at 
Banyabhaban on Sunday morning, reports BSS. Presenting his letter of 
credence, the new Ambassador expressed the hope that during his tenure of 
office the existing friendly ties and cooperation between Bangladesh and 
China would be further strengthened. Reciprocatine the sentiments President 
Ershad assured Mr Zheng Jianying of all possible assistance and cooperation 
in the smooth discharge of his duties. Earlier, on arrival at Bangabhatan 
the Chinese Ambassador was given a Guard of llonour by President's Cuard 
Regiment. lie took the salute and inspected the guard. [Text] [Dhaka TUL 
BANGLADESII TIMES in English 4 Nov 85 p 1] /9274 


CANADIAN RAILROAD AID--Canada will provide ten main line metre gauge diesel 
electric locomotives of Tk 39 crore as grant to Banzladesh to support the 
development of railway transport and communication system in Bangladesh, 

says PID handout. A memorandum of understanding to this effect was signed 

in Dhaka on Wednesday by Mr ii. K. Anwar, Secretary External Resources Division 
and iir Anthony G. Vincent, Canadian !ligh Commissioner to Bangladesh on behalf 
of their respective government. the expenditures for procurement shipment 
and all other related matters for this will be covered from tiis grant. The 
Railway Division of the Ninistry of Commmication will implement this project, 
With the procurement of ten locomotives, the total Canadian grant will rise 
to 22 locomotives and 12 broad gauge locomoties. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGIA- 
DESii OSSERVER in Enylish 31 Oct 85 p 8] /9274 


CLASH IN CHITTAGONG--Chittagong, Oct 23--At least 30 people were injured when 
two rival groups clashed with guns and other lethal weapons at Charkhagari 
Union under Satkania upazila of the district this afternoon, reports BSS. 
According to Chittagong Medical College llospital sources 20 people with 
bullet injuries were brought to the hospital to night. Of them 14 were 
released after first air while six others were admitted in serious condition. 
Tine admitted persons are Tajul Islam Kabir Ahmed Fauz Ahmed Aftabuddin Dadan 
Ali and Jebar Ahmed. Ten injured persons were treated at different medicare 
centres of the upazila. According to police two rival groups clashed for two 
and a half hours from 1.00 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. today with fire arms. The vio- 
lent clash originated from a land dispute police sources said. When contacted 
over telephone Satkania police said that a police team was sent to the spot 
and the situation was now under control. [fext] [Dhaka TIE BANGLADESH OB- 
SERVER in English 29 Oct 85 p 1] /9274 
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TRAN 


SOVIET TRADE WITH MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES EXAMINED 


London MEED/THE MIDDLE FAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 30 Nov-6 Dec 85 


pp 14-16 


[Article by A. Olshany, International Institute of Economic Problems of 


World Socialist System, CMEA: 


the Middle East Countries"/ 


[text] 


The Middle East countrics have always 
played and today continue to play an 
mportant part in the forcign cconomic 
affairs of the Soviet state. Some 60 years 
back, the Soviet government repudiated, 
on Lenin's initiative, the agrecments on 
the division of Iran and Turkey. About 
the same time, Afghanistan, Iran and 
Turkey were the first among the devclop 
ing countnes to conclude in 192) 
inter-governmental agreements with the 
Soviet state. And today, Lenin's princi- 
ples of forcign economic policy based on 
the ideas of fnendship, equality, non- 
interference im internal affairs, mutual 
interest of the parties concerned, have 
made the groundwork for the agreements 
between the USSR and the Middle East 
countries, for hundreds of industrial 
projects complcted and nearing comple- 
tion in the key sectors of their economics 
with Sovict assistance, and for ever: 
rowing mutual trade 

ISSR — Middle East trade and ccono- 
mic relations continue to develop further 
on firm legal-contractual grounds under- 
lain with inter-governmental treatics and 
agreements on cconomic and technical 
co-operation 

In the years 1960 through 1984, goo's 
turnover between the USSR and the 
countries of the Middle East grew from 
344.6 million to 5,982.7 million roulics 
In 1984. the share which the Middle East 
states occupied in the total Soviet trade 
with all the developing countries const 
tuted 32 per cent in goods turnover, 23 
per cont m cxports, and almost 47 per 
cent in imports 


Ll? 


"Soviet Trade and Economic Co-operation with 


Sovict exports to the Middle East 
countries include essentially the articles 
of means of production. such as 
machines. equipment and matcrials w 
important for the development of their 
national cconomics. In total Sovict 
exports of machines and cquipment, Si) 
per cent arc complete-set deliveries for 
the industrial projects constructed with 
Soviet and. Other Sovict exports to these 
countries include various building mate- 
rials. fucl, raw materials and foodstuffs 
The Soviet market 1s open to the traffic of 
traditional export goods of the Midilc 
East countrics, such as gas (Afghanis- 
tan), oi (Iraq, fran, Libya, Saudi 
Arabia), cotton (Afghanistan, Egypt, 
Syria, the Sudan), wool (Afghanistan, 
Syria, Turkey), raw hide (Afghanistan, 
Iran, Pakistan, Syria). The tendency in 
recent years has been to imerease 
purchases by Sovict trade organisations 
of processed materials, semifabncated 
and finished articles. These include 
superphosphates (Morocco), granulated 
urea (Afghanistan), cotton yarn (Egypt, 
Pakistan, Syria), textiles (Egypt, iran, 
Pakistan, Syria, Turkey), knitted goods 
(Egypt, Iran, Libya, Syria), carpets 
(Egypt, Iran, Libya, Pakistan, Syria), fish 
products (Iran, People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, Morocco), wine 
(Algeria) 

Particular attention in the co-operation 
with the Middle East countries ts given to 
developing sectors of material produc- 
tion, im particular heavy industry and 
agriculture, and to traming national 
cadres. Appreciable assistance is ren 








dered in the spheres of health care, 
housing and public utility construction 
In most cases, the Sovict economic and 
technical aid is given to develop multi- 
Purpose enginecring projects rather than 
to construct individual enterprises. Thus. 
the USSR has assisted Afghanistan in 
prospecting and developing natural gas 
depusits, constructing gas pipclines, 
building a factory for nitrogen fertilizer 
production and a large gas-burning power 
plant. 
With Soviet aid, large-scale hydraulic 
power development have been accom- 
plished in Syria and Egypt. Beside the 
dams, water storage reservoirs and huge 
water-power plants on the Euphrates and 
the Nile. these developments also include 
irrigation systems, a developed nctwork 
of power transmission lines and cnter- 
prises of puwer-intensive industrics 
The Aswan High Dam development has 
the largest Middle East hydraulic power 
= of 2 1OOMW gencrating capacity 

is cleciric power station mukes the 
groundwork for the single gnd of the 
country. Egypt has become the sixth 
country in the world (after the USSR. the 
USA, Canada. Finland and Sweden} that 
has built a unique SUOK V overhead power 
line. The overall length of power 
transmission lincs built with Sovict 
assiMance totals 3 500 km. Putting into 
effect the Aswan High Dam project has 
provided conditions for reclaiming 
840.100 hectares of new lands. The 
Storage Capacity of the watcr reservoir ts 
sufficiently high to provide the assured 
55-56 bilhon cu. m. of irrigation water 
annually.independently of the Nile sca 
sonal freshet waters, to mect the needs of 
rer agriculture 

yields of crops such as rice, corn anil 

Sugar cane increased by a factor of 1.5-2 
With Sovict aid Egypt has built power 
intensive enterprises such as the Helwan 
metallurgscal combine and an aluminium 
wy in Naga-Hammadi. The Aswan 

igh Dam is a highly profitable develop- 
ment which by mid-1985 had repaid the 
cost of its construction seven times 
In like manner, the Euphrates devclop- 
ment im Syria produces a many-sided 
effect on the countrys cconomy. Built 
with Soviet assistance, it includes the 
800 MW hydraulic power plant, and a 12 
billion cu. m. capacity water storage. The 
water can be used to irrigate 610,000 
hectares of dry land which will douMe the 
irrigated land area in Syria. The compary 
town built for the construction workers of 
the project has turned into a beautiful 
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scttlemeat amadst the desert and 
symbolically called Av Saura (th Aran 
for revolution) 

The indusinal enterprises built with ¢ 
belp of the Sowet Uniwn play 
important part mitihc ccomeny of ft 
Middle East countrics. The share «! 
the power stations burt with Sowect and 
contribute to the country’s total clectrn 
power gencration consittute mur than 
per cent im Syria, Irag and mm Atchann 
tan, 45 per cent in Egypt, and more than 
20 per cent m Morocco and Pakutan 

As much as Sovict assistance 6 rmportact 
m building up the clhcinc power 
gencrating Capacities tO overcome thy 
consequences of the cnerey criss, son 
valuable in the prospecting and dewclop 
ing of the fuc! and raw material dep 

The Sovect Union has helped to devel 
the national ou industry m Syria and eas 
industry m Atghanmian Larce -scak 
assistance COntINuCS IM prospecting and 
developing cul and gas depowts im tray 
Alecria. Lilwa and mm 4 qumber of other 
countnes of ths reoon tran ta 
extended coal producto m yi 
that are covered the co \ ty 
programs 

With Sovect and. the Muddle bast 
countries have been ae ty cxaplore « 
rut mio commercial use the fatural 
deposits of the varwows foeal qumeral 
Most important devclopments acow 


_ i? 


commercial use are the won ore ae 
Egvpt and Iran, polymetallic ore mun 
and ore«iressme factories m A\lecria 
Work ts under was for the devclopene In 


Smict oreemzatom of the “Mi | 
phosphornte deposits im More 


project implving a nung cnterms ; 


an annual rated « pacity of Taher ene 
ton of ore plus the necessary featur rf 
infrastructure 

Ferrous metallures wavs an eepwert 
part in the development of the natun 
coonomy m the cowntres of thes rocnon 


The USSR has assisted in the constron 
ton of metallurgical comiunes with a 
production capacity up to 2.000 000 tors 
of stecl in Iskanderun (Turkey), up to 
2,000,000 tons in A! Khadyhart (Alectia) 
up to 1.900.000 tons m Isfahan (iran) 
1,500,000 tons in Helwan (Peypt) and 
1.100.000 tons of stecl per year in Karach 
(Pakistan) 

Co-operation programs carned out on 
petrochemical industry resulted + 
number of of refineries up to 100 On 
tons per year cach in Aliaga (Turkey) sed 
some petrochemical enterprises in bey ot 
Another sphere of co-operation of thy 








USSR with the Middle East countnes has 
been the mechanical engincering indus- 
try, machine-making in particular. 
Dozens of factories and mechanical 
plants have becn built among which are 
the machine-making plants in Iraq and 
Iran, machine-tool factory in Egypt, 
automobile repair plant in Afghanistan. 
Soviet organizations give the Middic East 
countries the assistance necessary in the 
development of various sectors of the 
economy including construction mate- 
rials, light and food industries, agricul- 
ture and fisheries. 

The transfer of scicntific-technical and 
design documentation, the accompany- 
ing licences and know-how has bcen onc 
of the major components of co-operation 
in the area of capital construction. Soviet 
assistance in establishing the national 
design organization has been a specific 
form of technology transfer and co- 








operation. Thus, a projcct-design bureau 
was sct up in Syria in connection with the 
developing petrochemistry. 

Considerable aid comes from the USSR 
to the Middle East countries into the 
spheres of training national specialists 
during the course of construction and 
operation of the co-operative projects, in 
the training cstablishments organized 
locally with Sovict techmcal aid, and in 
the plants, factorics and training centers 
in the USSR. 

The experience gaincd in the course of 
co-operation provides evidence that 
trade and economic co-operation be- 
tweer the USSR and the Middle East 
countries is mutually beneficial and 
shows good prospects for further de- 
velopment. Imparting a stable, long-term 
and large-scale character to this co- 
Operation comes in agreement with the 
capacities and interests of both sides. 


Dynamic Growth of Trade Between the USSR and the Middle East Countries, million roubles 

















1960 1970 1980 1984 
All countries of the Middle East -total 

turnover 344.6 1473. 3899.2 5982.7 
exports 169.0 898.3 22973 2462.2 
imports 175.6 575.3 16019 35205 

Including: 
Afghanistan turnover 440 66.9 504.7 898.7 
exporte RB 36.0 247.7 594.7 
imports 15.2 30.9 2577 304.0 
Algeria turnover 2.1 118.3 155.1 287.8 
exports 2.1 62.5 92.6 142.3 
imports _ 55.8 62.5 46.5 
Arab Republic turnover 44 11.0 48.1 10.3 
of Yemen exports 3.2 10.0 479 10.8 
imports 1.2 1.0 0.2 0.1 
People’sDemocratic turnover - 45 61.2 116.0 
Republic of Yemen exports - 43 55.9 110.2 
imports —_ 0.2 5.3 52 
Egypt turnover 1720 6064 3837 546.7 
exports 62.8 326.9 172.7 276.7 
imports 109.2 279.5 211.0 270.0 
lraq turnover 21.3 63.5 731.7 941.7 
exports 18.2 594 4732 2729 
imports 3.1 4.1 2585 6688 
iran turnover 333 231.2 33446 484.1 
exports 16.2 163.0 259.2 241.7 
imports 7.1 62.2 75.4 242.4 
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1960 
Lebanon turnover 74 
exports 33 
imports 35 
Libya turnover 13 
exports os 
imports 04 
Mor .cco turnover 88 
eroorts 5.2 
imports 36 
Pakistan turnover 6.2 
exports 2.2 
imports 40 
Saudi Arabia turnover 0.4 
exports 04 

imports — 
The Sudan turnover 10.1 
exports 43 
imports 52 

Syria turnover = tw. 
exports 9.9 
imports 70 
Tunisia turnover 43 
exports 239 
imports 14 
Turkey turnover 12.1 
exports 74 
imports 47 
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1980 1984 
17.2 43.1 
19.1 35.1 
41 8.0 
4509 12733 
163.4 139.9 
2875 11334 
198.0 159.7 
92.6 118.3 
105.4 414 
176.6 123.5 
126.2 773 
50.4 46.2 
8 317.1 
308 25.1 
— 292.0 
17.5 16.6 
5.6 02 
11.9 16.4 
321.0 468.8 
1676 243.3 
153.4 219.5 
25.0 36.3 
19.5 315 
5.5 48 
443.1 258.4 
329.3 136.2 

113.8 122.2 
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PREPARATION UNDERWAY TO PROVIDE ALTERNATE EXPORT ROUTE 
London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 16-22 Nov 85 p 6 


[Article by Vahe Petrossian: "Iraq's Kharg Strikes: Treason or Technology?"/ 





WHEN Iraqi aircraft made their first success- 
ful attack on the Kharg island export terminal 
on 15 August, they found the island's 
formidable defences unmanned. This was 
according to plan; the commander of the 
island's anti-sircraft units had assured the 
Iraqis that his men would be taking a break 
at that precise moment. 

The traqi air force managed to inflict 
before the anti-aircraft units could go into 
action. In particular, they hit a very large 
crude carrier (VLCC) moored at the Sea 
island jetty, on the western side of the 
island, starting a blaze which damaged parts 
of the terminal structure. The tranian 
commender who tipped off the Iraqis is 
now in jail, facing the ultimate penalty for 
treason. 

The Iraqis have carried out 2 series of air 
raids on the island since their mid-August 
success. However, these have been high 
altitude attacks, lacking the precision of the 
earlier low-level raid. 

This is one account of how the Iraqis 
managed to penetrate Kharg's defences, put 
forward by some highly pleced Tehranis. !t 
is contradicted by a more complex — and 
more deeply worrying — account advanced 
by officials close to the oi! industry. 

According to this version, most of the 
attacks since 15 August have involved low- 
level raids, supplemented by high-altitude 
bombing. Iraq's successes are attributed to 
better training by French instructors and 
the use of sophisticated, laser-quided missiles 
supplied by France. 

Many of the attacks appear to be complex 
operations involving several dozen aircraft. 
The raiders are reported to approach Kharg 
at varying altitudes, making defence aifficult. 
The use of laser-quided missiles also allows 
precision targeting from a distance. 

Whichever account of the Iraq: successes 
is the more accurate, there is every sign that 
the Iranian authorities are taking the attacks 
seriously, making preparations to counter 


them and provide alternative arrangements 
for oil exports. Defences are being upgraded 
and other export terminals are being set up 
at safer sites (see above). 

There are certainty no plans to abandon 
Kharg, although only essential repairs are 
being carried out on the damaged instal- 
lations. The Sea island jetty is still being 
used for some liftings, but it is not being 

Kharg, which was designed to handle up 
to 7 million barrels a day (b/d) of crude, has 
so much spare capacity that it can sustain 
heavy damage without affecting the present 
low export requiremen: of about 1.6 million 
b/d, local observers point out. 

Loading operations are primitive: no 
pumps are required to loed the crude on to 
tankers. The main pumping station is at an 
underground site at Gurreh, on the mainiand; 
previous iraqi attacks against Gurreh have 
failed. Repairs to pipelines can be done in a 
matter of days. 

The traqgis are now concentrating their 
raids on the huge tank farm on Kharg island. 
Dozens of reservoir tanks — some the size of 
two football pitches — present relatively 
Gasy tergets, and at least one has been hit in 
recent weeks. However, even the complete 
destruction of the tank farm would not halt 
oil exports: “It would just give us more 
technical headaches,” officials say. 

Exports through Kharg, terminals at 
Lavan and Sirri islands in the east, and «a 
floating terminal off Sirri serviced by «a 
shuttle from Kharg, are averaging 1.5 million. 
2 million b/d, according to an official who 
sees daily export figures. This level would 
provide enough foreign exchange for planned 
imports of $16,500 million for the Iranian 
year ending 20 March 1986. 

For the moment, the government seems 
assured of adequate revenues from oil. But 
it is bound to be nervous until it has all the 
alternatives to Kharg safely in place — some 
time in 1986. 


(FES, 500/126 
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BUDGET ITEMS, CONSTRUCTION OF NEW PIPELINE, OIL SALE DISCUSSED 


London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 7-13 Dec 85 pp 18-20 


[Text] New Budget Cuts Spending 


A $42,630 millicn deflationary budget has been proposed for the Iranian year 
starting 21 March 1986. Expenditure is down by about $890 million on the 
current year, when increased defence spending and inflation are taken into 


account, overall economic activity will be cut by about 10 percent in real 
terms. 


The government of Prime Minister Hossain Moussavi presented the budget. to 
the majlis (parliament) on 1 December; it has to be approved by 20 March 1986. 


The majlis has in the past slashed proposed government spending; this time, 
it would seem to have little room for manoeuvre. 








iran: budget 1985/86-1986/87* 


(1R ‘000 million) 
1986/87 1985/86 

General revenues 35747 3.7804 
Taxes 11698 11382 
Oi 16000 18670 
Foreign exchange sales 1110 1190 
Other 4242 396 3 
Special income 263 7 2599 
Deficit finance 

Domestic loans 390 0 2000 

Balance frorm 850 154 4 

previous year 
Total revenues 40497 4,1348 
Expenditure 3,780.0 3.87493 
Fined investment 949 2 1 085 8 
War reconstruction 350 50.0 o 
Current expenditure 2341.3 2.305 3 
Repayment of foreian 24 5 33 8 
10ans 
War expenditure 4250 400 0 
From special income 269 7 2599 


Total expenditure 40497 4.13448 


*Solar Hyra years 1364 65 

+ x nhanaqe vat % ] IR 95 

Source Islamic Republic News Agency 
(tRNA) 
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Projected oil revenues are set at $16,800 million, about $2,800 million below 
the current budget figure. However, defence spending has been increased by 
roughly $300 million, to $4,530 million. Deficit financing is expected to 
amount to $5,000 million--$1,270 million above the projected deficit for the 


current year. 


The government also plans to spend nearly $10,000 million on development pro- 
grammes. This is about $1,500 million less than this year and nearly $5,000 


million down on two years ago. 
IGAT-2 Link Line Award Imminent 


A $188 million contract to lay an oil pipeline to connect the Ahwaz fields 
with the IGAT-2 pipeline running to Taheri, on the Gulf, is expected to be 
awarded by the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) in the next few months, 
contractors say. The only companies known to be bidding for parts of the con- 
tract are Italy's Saipem and South Korea's Daelim Industrial Company; details 
of the project are a closely guarded secret. 


The 140-kilometre line is designed to reduce the vulnerability of Iran's oil 
exports, following damaging Iraqi air attacks on the Kharg island export 
terminal in August and September. The exact route the pipeline will take 
is not known, but contractors say it will link up with ICAT-2, which has just 
been completed by Saipem. IGAT-2 was originally designed to carry gas exports 
to the Soviet Union; but if the Kharg terminal is damaged again, the link 
line will pump oil to IGAT-2, which will take it down to Taheri. 


The scheme is the second pipeline project to emerge since the late-summer 

Iraqi attacks. The other comprises a $500 million twin line to run 380 kilo- 
metres from the Kharg island pumping station at Gurreh to a terminal at 
Asaluyeh, near Taheri. Bids for this scheme will be opened in Tehran on 

5 December; three companies are vying for the pipe supply order and five groups 
are competing for the contract to assemble the line (MEED 30:11:85). 


On completion, the two projects will enable Iran to export well above its 

OPEC quota of 1.6 million ltarrels a day (b/d) without using Kharg island. 
President Khamenei and recently appointed Oil Minister Gholamreza Aqazadeh 

say that, within a few months, [ran will have raised its export capacity to 13 
million b/d. The latter emphasised that the goverrment will not ask OPEC for 
a quota increase--implying that the two lines will be used for oil exports 


only if Kharg island is severely damaged. 


When the two lines are not being used to export oil, they will carry gas in 
the opposite direction, from the Kangan gas field near Taheri and Asaluyeh. 
The IGAT-2 pipeline will have the double function of supplying yas to cities 
and pumping it up to the Ahwaz oil fields, where it will be used for seconlary 
recovery. The line between Asaluyeh and Gurreh will also be used to pump gas 
up to the southern oil fields--again, for secondary recovery. 


NIOC is understood to have approached only Saipem and Daelim for the Link 
line to IGAT-2. Both companies have declined to release project details. 
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Other contractors believe the former is discussing a $100 million financing 
package for about 100 kilometres of pipelin:: Daelim is understood to have 
quoted $80 million for 40 kilometres of pipeline, plus pmaping stations. 


ANZ Moves Into Oil Market 


The Augralia & New Zealand Banking Group (ANZ Bank) and its subsidiary 
Grindlays Bank have recently been autiiorised to open letters of credit (LCs) 
for oil exports with the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC). 


The market is lucrative for banks--crude exports in 1984 were worth $17,500 
milliona--although the margins are small. Banks not on the list have to get 
LCs for their clients confirmed by one of the banks acceptable to NIOC. 


The 21 banks already on the list are: The Fuji Bank, The Bank of Tokyo, The 
Mitsubishi Bank, The Sumitomo Bank, The Tokai Bank, Lloyds Bank, Union Bank 
of Switzerland, Credit Suisse, Bank Melli Iran, Bank Saderat Iran, Ceutsche 
Bank, Commerzbank, Bayerische Vereinsbank, Dresdner Bank, Deutsche-Iranisclic 
Handelsbank, Banco di Roma, Banca Commerciale Italian, Banca Nazionale del 
Lavoro, State Bank of India, Banco Hispano Americano and Banque Bruxelles 
Lamberg. 


19274 
CSO: 4600/144 
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PROJECT INVITES BID ON PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION 
London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 16-22 Nov 85 pp 4- 
Article by l..in Jenkins: “Iran Acts in Pipeline War"7 


[Text] IRAN .‘r 4.) aneaa oust k Vv with pians Taking no chances 





= —/ . 
w build a $500 million, 380« dometre The urgency on Iran's part reflects the 
twin pipe which will allow it to export success of the low level iraqi aw strim&k 
ts full OPEC quota without using the nm Knarg island in August and September 
Kharg island export terminal The decisior Most of the berths at Khara whit 
follows the damaging iraqi aw strikes handies 65 per cent of of export: 
which for one week im late September were reported to Nave Deen put t of 
requcead ov exports trom Khar to a actvon. Since ther puck Tepaw wort. Nid 
reported trickie ang threatened to crippie resiored cxarmnts to the norma! level of 
iran s war effort 15 mithon oarrels @ Gay (b/d), but Ira 
Tne speed with which the provect is nas sensed that fm 6 Gowng to tlabe n 
Dbemg Pul together has surprised interna more «Rances 
thonal contractors The first news of the The wianoned omelne w Nave a 
project was a mid-October telex to 11 Far many of up to 15 milk wo anu Ww 
tast and Europear mpanes, mviting run trom Gurren, the purnpen statron tor 
them to Did tor the ntract tO wvstall th Khang. along tiv ast to Asaluyen new 
omelne m one year (see Dox) They tne Pars cas freld and halfway betweer 
were aiven only untii 20 November t Knara and Bandar Abbas !t w Nn 
submit offers The telex sarc ~=jetters ? wilh Thoatna termnunais of tra laroe 
ntient would be issued between 36 crude rer (ULCUCs my a“ at 
December B ishenr and Asalivenh, which wi 0a 
At the same time three ome manuta ihe of On to tankers 
turers it Rave Heer wee ed tor more The pipeline itsell w wily take abot 
than a year m bidding for a contract | 24 hours to repaw if bombed. the buoys 
Supply Gas Pipes were ashed for a final will be difficult to Nit from the av and easy 
re-tmd ov 2 Novernbd were toid 1o replace if Gamaged. This leaves the 
that the pipeine which was to have DuUMpINg stations a8 the only vwulnerat 
pumped aas fram thy ffiehore Pare fie 4 part yf ifans est Diar 10O Drutect it 
to the Ahwar oi fields for secondary mt exports and they can be swided 
recovery nad heen modified to «a in DOMD-resistant concrete Bunk ers 
reversibie O/oas line It was still to be NIOC'S invitation teiex lists the maw 
weed 1 ourno aas t Anwa bet when feat res i , the prvetr Poe vr oniract 
needed. it would also be able 1 AL esiimated 1 oe wort JO im 
oi to @ floating terminal south of Khara as by Ing ihe pioeiene, creciing sturaqe 
The scherne is a government provert facilitees for 8 caillon barrels of ol, and 
not a National iranian On C wnpay msiaiing bzot-” slatvons, teleoornrwnurn 
INIOC) provect. which is wi y i 6s moving ations * $ and wntrasiructure 
$0 fast,” says one contractor it + #80 Lor os fave been given seven 
8 stroke Of Genuis, as it 16 both a strated mont? » complete the fust 350 kilo 
and capital provect Durine the war it metre (the omelme or 172 kilometres 
will be a back wp to Khara sland and of the antine Ths would be enough to 
when the war ends i will std! have a reach shen where some floating 
usetul role * termuruls will be moored. and would 
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mean that iran could have an alternative 
to Kharg for a large part of its oi] exports 
by mid-1986. The rest of the line is t 
be commussioned within 12 months. with 
tre booster stations and infrastructure 
tv be COMpieted within 15 months 


Unrealistic deadlines 

“The Iranians are determined to nish 
the project through, but most of the 
Oeadiines look shantiy unrealistic. says 
one contractor mvoived in the project 
“| agont know how compames will be 
capable of making a meaningful offer 
a‘ter only one month. And laying the 
pipe m one year only looks unrealist: 
he acds 

Of the companies invited to bid for 
the pipeline, none of the European 
concerns is expected to submit offer’ 
apart tron Saipem. which is finishina 
the !GAT2 aas line (see map) The 
South Koreans will almost certainly bid 
and apan’s imvolvement in the pipe 
supply contract may persuade the two 
lapanese Contractors to put in offers 

The three arouwps bidding for the pine 
supply contract. valued at about $300 
millnon, are West Germany 's Mannesmann 
italy sitaisider, and a./apanese consortium 
of Nippon Steel Company, Nippon Kok an 
Surmtomo Metal industries and K awasak : 
Steel Corporation. The tender calls for 
the supply of up to 980 kilometres of 
42-inch-diameter pipe — suitable for sour 
gas — and about 12 kilometres of 42-inch 
submarine pipe. in total, about 470,000 
tons of steel pipes are involved 

NIOC is already evaluating these bids 
but, because of the tight timescale, is 
unlikely to award the contract to one 
supplier, This is because the oipe 
manufacturers do not have sufficent 
Capacity to make such large quantities 
of pipe in the time allowed. The most 
likely outcorne is that the order wil! be 
split between two or all of the bidders 


Oil barter payment 

A vital element of both the supply 
and contracting packages will be the 
means of payment The invitation telex 
Says Payment will be entirely or partially 
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through crude oil barter, and asks for 
various financing proposals. “Oil barter is 
fine. The crucial factor is when the oil is 
itted. if st ss lifted before the work starts 
if tS 2S good as cash, but if it is lifted after 
the work has been completed we will 
need financing,” says one contractor 
involved in the bidding 

An additional option being considered 
by Iran is a 92-kilometre line from 
Gachsaran oil fields to the IGAT-2 aas 
line, Crude could then be pumped down 
the 56-inch-diameter gas line to floating 
terrninals at Taher: 

The plan to build a pipeline to Asaluyeh 
iS the latest phase in the war in which 
irans oi exports have become a main 
target. iran hopes to recewe about 
$ 17.500 million of oil income in 1985 
roughly 90 per cent of its total forenn 

urrency earnings for the year. Any 

sustained imterruption of oil exports 
would serwusiy darnage the qovernment's 
Hility to pay for mulitary hardware 
Some analysts have suqgested that this 
would provoke tran to take radical 
action, wmchiding further disruption of 
Gulf shipping and even attacks on Iran's 
Gulf alles 

iraq has treed attacking tankers plying 
to Kharg island and loading at the terminal 
iN an atternpt to strangle the Iranian war 
effort. But at least 500 successful hits on 
shipping in the Gulf have failed to slow 
Gown ov exports, which for the past year 
have averaged close to iran’s OPEC quota 
of 1.6 million b/d The traqi bombers 
have also kept up ther attacks on Iranian 
on omnstallations, renewing the raids in 
September and October 

Until September it had been Iraq that 
was on the defensive in the ‘oil war” Its 
ol exporting capacity had shrunk to 
800.000 b/d. from a pre-war level of about 
3 million b/d, because of damage to 
lraa’s Gulf export termunals and Syria's 
closure of the pwmeline from the Kurkuk 
field to the Mediterranean coast But heavy 
investment in pipelines across Turkey and 
Saud: Arabia has increased Iraq's export 
capacity to 15 million b/d Further work 
in Turkey and Saud: Arabia is projected 
to raise it further to 3.1 million b/d by 
md. 1988. Iran's new pipeline anpears to 
be an attempt to regain the wmuitiatiwe mn 
the oil war 
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Out of range: the 380-kilometre proposed pipeline will follow a route skirting the 
Gulf coast to Asaluyeh. The starting point will be Gurreh, site of the pumping station 
serving Kharg island. The line will connect with Bushehr where single-buoy moorings 
(SB8Ms) will be installed to serve tankers. A further pipeline proposal calls for a 92 
kilometre crude oil link between Gachsaran and the IGAT.2 gas pipeline. This will 
give iran the option of pumping crude oil to Taheri through the gas ne 


THE POTENTIAL BIDDERS 


The 11 companies invited to bid for the 
pipeline construction are. 

LJ South Kores — Dsewoo Corporation, 
Daelimm Industrial Company, Samsung, 
Ssangyong Construction Company 

(J) UK = Costein Process Engineering & 
Construction Company, Ocvy McK ee 

|| West Germany — Mannesmann 
Anilagenbau Philipp Holzmann 

() Japan — Chiyods Chemical Engineering 
& Construction Company. JGC 
Corporetion 

LJ Italy — Seipem, 


Two leading French pipeline contractors — 
Spre Capag and Entrepose — heve not 

been invited to bid, reflecting France's 
continuing support for iraq in the 

Gulf war 
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TALBOT OPTS FOR OIL BARTER 


London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in En¢li 


[ext] 


Tne UK's Peugeot Talbot has decided 
acoecp: an Oo arier ore Ismng 2 i urhis 
cCOMmpeny as intermediary, to enable 1: 


complete its 1985 contract to supply cut 


kits. The $ 100 muillion-e-year order ran 
miod tt; itv Sift earry Nc vem oer wher 
etter f ereoriit | ( -ovet ext red leo 
no Talbot with 78274 Hilimen Hunter car 
Kits Tor which no payment had been 1 


ceived (MEED 16 11 85 

Ihe barter deal, through Turkey's 
Cukurova Holding, was sianed in mid 
Novernber, and will ensure that Talbot 
pad for this year's final shipments 
lhe arranoernent may be extended to 
over the 1986 


ine Ss ply of a ‘ yrttve rf SO YOO Lar , 1S 


untract, which calls tor 


bul Talbot is orenered 1 

other method of payment, a compary 
representative says. A tearr 10 visit 
Teen in December 10 discuss the 195% 
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REGIME 'S LEADERS BLASTED BY FORMER PRIME MINISTER 
London KEYHAN in Persian 28 Nov 85 p 6 
[London KEYHAN weckly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] The secretary general of the “Freedom Movement of Iran," Mehdi Bazargan 
whose open purpose in travelling to Belgium and Federal Republic of Germany was 
only a declaration in which he invited all Iranians who live abroad to unify ,and 
contrary to his usual manner he did not make any comments against the ruling 
regime; however, after his return to Iran he has started his strife and squabble 
with the functionaries of the Islamic government. 


Before his trip to Europe, in the month of Tir 1364 [22 June - 22 July 1985] in 

a letter he answered the charges which had been made against him by the two news- 
papers KEYHAN [printed in Tehran] and JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI and demanded that the 
abovementioned newspapers print his letter; however, neither of these two papers 
did so. Consequently, in the month of Mehr 1364 [23 September - 22 October 1985] 
after his return from Europe, Engineer Bazargan circulated the said letter in 

the form of a leaflet in Iran. 


The two newspapers accused Bazargan of being of the same ilk as Saddam, since 
like Saddam and Mojahedin-e Khalq he promoted peace. Bazargan retorted that it 
was an erroneous comparison since Saddam closes his eyes at night when he falls 
asleep as does Khamenei, thus Saddam and Khamenei are of the same ilk too: 


Bazargan asks: “Is it a sin to ask for peace?" and answers himself and says: 
It really is strange, it seems like we've come very close to the due date for 
the reappearance of the last Imam: It is considered dangerous and even treason 
to mention peace, security and safety, however it would be adjudged glorious and 
prideful to seek war and promote its continuity, even though it might cause the 
complete destruction of the two Muslim cow tries! 


Bazargan, who had written this letter in the middle of the period when Tehran 

was being bombarded by Iraqi planes and thereafter when the ruling regime had 
staged a large demonstration on the "Day of Qods," in support of the war says: 
"Suppose one million people took part in your march, so what! Of course through- 
out the world it is accepted factual propaganda for the stability and continuity 
of the intended policies to mobilize forces which helps the success of a ruling 
regime. Notwithstanding, according to the Tehran police traffic report during 
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the same 24 hours about 500,000 cars left Tehran for various destinations. Now, 
if we say that each car carried four passengers... or let's even say three... 
then we have 1.5 million people who left Tehran and we all know on that day how 


quiet and serene Tehran was. 


Bazargan goes on to add: “When the Freedom Movement decides to take part in 

the elections and proposes that we should have freedom and law for the elections, 
they say that the only thing this movement has in mind is the reign of power and 
thus they decide to nip it in the bud; however, when the Republic Party and your 
fellow-clerics set up seminars and go about promoting propaganda... or when a 
mere custodian of a pious foundation becomes chief and holds on to the helm of 
power with all his might, then that is called service to Islam.” 


Thereafter, Bazargan stressed the dual policy of the Islamic Republic which is 

a reference to the famous Persian proverb which says: Good heavens: How can 
there be two kinds of weather on the same roof? and states: “The ruling class 
has several newspapers, it has mosques and pulpits, it can give Friday sermons, 
it has the Voice and Vision [Radio and TV Network], it has a Majlis, it has special 
rules for employment and enrollment in the university, it has cooperatives and 
rations, it has courts, committees and corps, it has the Hajj pilgrimage orga-~ 
nization, it has the Ministry of Guidance, it has foreign exchange... it has the 
freedom to say or do what it wants, while at the same time on the other side of 
the roof-top, for the Freedom Movement... it is only enough to have had a few 
representatives in the Majlis who within a period of three or four months had to 
bear so much abuse, beatings and quarreling... even that is too much for them and 
they should be thankful for that! You are right! Two kinds of weather over the 
same roof, two different sets of laws in one country for two class of people... 
yes, we are being too meddlesome and are busybodies and we ought to pay divine 
honor to them since they've given us the chance to breath: That goes for the 
rest of other groups or factions, whether it be national, Islamic or else...and 
some even enjoy less freedom that we do." 


Furthermore, Bazargan asks the ruling officials: "Whether at a time when the 
late Dr Mossadeq... mentioned that in a constitutional government the shah acted 
as a monarch and not a ruler... which one of you and those individuals who call 
themselves the heroes of the revolution... had the guts and the gumption to ex- 
press such a view? Was it not our sourcer of religious emulation, among them 
the leader of the revolution... who pinned their hope and reliance on the con- 
stitution of 1906 and asked for its execution...?" 


Thereafter, Bazargan who kas also been accused by the ruling officials of being 
“westernized," goes on to say: "They're accusing us of being westernized since 
we've studied in Europe or the United States." Then he asks: “Is it not true 
that the majority of the present ministers and top-ranking responsible officials 
of the ministries and those officials of the Voice and Vision have had more or 
less a few years of education either in Europe or the United States?” 


Bazargan goes on to conclude the declaration of the Freedom Movement in this way: 
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From among the incriminating allegations which have been directed at us is that 
we do not use the motto “Down with the United States.” I would like to say 

that we never used such a motto for any other country either. This kind of motto 
which was invented by the communists of the Tudeh Party from the time of Mossadeq 
has never been used in our religion or policy. Is it not true that the Qoran 
prohibits the use of abusive and foul language, even for the very infidels or the 
enemies of God. Is it not true that Imam Ali in one of his sermons stated that 

I do not like to see my followers use offensive or abusive language?... We be- 
lieve that through the use of such mottos, you cannot impede the influence of 
foreigners... As long as we have to sell our oil--in any possible shape or form 
at any price we can get--to the industrial countries and as long as we have to 
import our most basic economic-military essentials, even our bread and meat, from 
the United States or one of its allies, then no matter how many times a day we 
say “down with the United States,” yet our country cannot become independent... 
To tell you the truth, a true gentleman never uses abusive or insulting words:” 


Observers of the political arena of Iran hint of the probability of a new phase 
of domestic struggle between various wings and the exertion of more pressure on 
Bazargan from two sides--on the one hand, from the left, the make-believe Muslims 
and on the other, the religious extremists. Furthermore, they predict that there 
is a probability of closer relations between Bazargan and the wing of the ruling 
body which is called the “pragmatists.” 


12719 
CSO: 4640/81 
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BRIEFS 


PIPELINE HIDDERS NAMED--Five groups of bidders plan to compete for the $200 
million-plus contract to build a strategic oil pipeline skirting the Gulf 
coast (MEED 16:11:85, page 4). The tender closing date has been put 

back to 5 December from the original 20 November, to give bidders time to 
draw up their offers. The 380-kilometre twin pipeline will run from 

Gurreh ~- the pumping station for Kharg -- to Asaluyeh, and will have a 
capacity of about 1.5 million barrels a day (b/d). It will connect with 
Single-buoy moorings (SHMs) at Bushehr and Asaluyeh. The aim is to provide 
@ backup to Kharg -~ which was reported to have been severely damaged in 
Iraqi attacks in August and September -- and allow Iran to route all its 
exports through the pipeline if Kharg is badly hit again. When Kharg is 
operating normally, the line will be used to pump natural gas from Asaluyeh 
to the Ahwaz oil fields, win re it will be used for secondary recovery. The 
five groups of bidders are: South Korea's Daewoo Corporation and Japan's 
JGC Corporation, both of which were invited to bid separately; South Korea's 
Daclim Industrial Company, with the UK's Stone & Webster Engineering, an 
affiliate of the US' Stone & Webster, as subcontractor; South Korea's 
Samsung, which intends to form a consortium with affiliate companies and 
sublet some work to Far East or European contractors; Saipem and Snamprogetti, 
both of Italy, and West Germany's Philipp Holzmann; both Saipem and Holzmann 
were on the original invitation list; South Korea's Ssangyong Construction 
Company, with the UK affiliate of the US' Bechtel as subcontractor for 
technical and bidding services. Four companies invited to bid have indi- 
cated that they do not intend to do so. They are: West Germany's Mannes- 
mann; Costain Process Engineering & Construction Company and Davy McKee, 
both of the UK, and Japan's Chiyoda Chemical Engineering & Construction 
Company. The pipeline is considered a priority by the government, which 
has set a tight schedule for tendering and completion of the work. The 
invitation telex sent out by National Iranian 01] Company (NIOC) said 
letters of intent would be issued in early December; contractors would 

then be given seven months to complete the first 172 kilometres of twin 
line, with the rest of the line to be commissioned in 12 months. Contrac- 
tors say the deadlines are slightly unrealistic, and they are not surprised 
by the two-week extension to the bid deadline. However, they stress that 
NIOC will stick to the timetable as far as possible. "They are serious 
about this project and intend to rush it through,” says one bidder. "One 
indication that we got was when it took us only a few days to get our 

visas approved, compared with the usual two months." The Saipem/Holzmann 
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consortium is tippe od as front-runner because of the Italian firm's recent 
success at winning Middle es pipeline orders. But contractors say 

a4 favourite because of the 6,000-b/d refin- 
ery it owns ay with ies. Ir has a term contract to supply crude 
for the refinery, in Onson, Scuth Korea ; moins to contractors, this 
might give gh an edge in arranging the oil barter NIOC has proposed 
as a method of paying for the line. Bids for the supply of 980 kilometres 
of pipe for tle »voject were submitted on 2 November. The contract, for 
42-inch-diameter pipe, was originally scheduled to be awarded in early 
December, but the letter of intent is now expected to be issued at the 
same time as the construction contract is let. Three companies or groups 
Submitted offers for the pipe supply. They are: West Germany's Mannesmann, 
Italy's Italsider, and a Japanese consortium of Nippon Steel Company, 
Nippon Kokan, Sumitomo Metal Industries and Kawasaki Steel Corporation. 
Because of the tight schedule and the lack of spare capacity among the 
three bidders, pipe ew 2 turers say the contract is likely to be split 
between the companies. [Tex xt/ [Tendon MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS 
WEEKLY in English 16-22 Nov 85 p 187 /12851 


4 re 


; 
ag Tir | 7 _ 2 J ~ rT) = “ 
WoAalir,) one nas aiso emerge aa a 


Ky 
| iS 
> f 


END 








END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


ADIT Danuasy Hine 








